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AFN Head Donald Wright Méets Pres1dent -

(Conﬂnuud from MI 1).

for April 17. ©
House Interior. Cor
hearings were scheduled

Committee

" week for May 3, to be followed

. by a full week to be devoted to

last

'“markmg up” ' the ‘final land '

claims- bill to. be submitted to
the full Congress.

Despite fears that land clauns
‘would be held up in Congress by

a lengthy SST debate, :this did :
vunemploymem plagued home

T H and Bram Bram e

(Continued Vrom pagc l)

khn who recently graduated

"from San Francisco State Col-
. lege in finance and management
. while workmg as.a systems ana-

lyst.

.. While ‘the Tlmgit ‘Haida Cen-
tral Council met in Wrangell,

their second EDA . grant . was
announced - for $54.965 to be
used to help plan’ for. economic
growth in villages and cities of
southeastern Alaska.

These funds will.enable them
to. carry out the recommenda-
tions of last year’s EDA funded
study.

When the Thngit-Haida In-
dians “accepted a $7 million a-
ward  for - their :timber claims

from the U.S. government it was. .

with the prowsxon that the mon-
ey ‘be used as “‘seedmoney”
according to Borbridge. ‘With ity
the Central Council has attracted
grants, from the ‘Ford Founda-
tion,  Ecynomic Development
Administration and, other agen-

" unanimously. ‘that .

cies,
several contracts for the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, including op-
eratlon of the Southeast Agenicy.

‘At its Wrangell . meeting, the
Central - Council .recommended
1/4 ‘million
dollars be ‘appropriated to' aid
‘the Alaska Federation of Natives
in' the land claims lobbying ef-
fort in Washington. - With this
money. the Tlingit-Haidas will
pay the way for their people
who participate in the: AFN ef-

fort.

“Is it possible that some of
the Tlingit-Haida money might
be used to help the Alaska Fed-
eration of Natives?” ‘asked Bor-
bridge.. ‘‘Yes.” he answered.

The Central Council executive :

committee is discussing ways to
assist the AFN in other financial
ways. ‘At present the executive
committee is reviewing their fi-
nancial status and the Washing-
ton lobbying effort expenses

Chiloceo Program s

(Continued from page 1)

Everybody admits the. first
day of the course was a dis-
aster. They began with little ex-
planation ‘and heavy testing to

find out the reading weaknesses -

of each student.

“I had 20 kids a period walk-
ing through my office  saying
‘m not going back to that
dlass!” ' Miss Spicer recalls.
“Some of them were scared by
the testing. Some just don't like
to do things when they can’t
see a reason for it.’

The educators explained lhe
program was to help each stu-
dent individually, teach them

‘How to study more easily and

help them wrestle with the dif-
férences between their own lan-
gnages and English.

They produced high interest

reading ‘materials ‘at low vocab-
Offered reading -

ulary levels.
and writing -games, cross word

puzzles and a good number of
audio visual machines for young- -

sters use.

The school also offered prizes
fér reading improvement. Most
of the students are from 2 to- 2.8
years deficient in reading skills.
Now if a student moves ahead a
year in reading ability he is to
win a transisitor radior.

If there is two or three years
improvement a camera is_ the
prize. For a three to four year
jemp an unusual table radio is
given. And there’s a portable
television set for the boy and
girl who show the most improve-
ment.

Today the program ‘is one

of the best attended m the

school.

“The kids are. finding some
of--the ‘things we do are fun,”
Miss Spicer reports. . “‘We’re try-
ing to get more high interest
material, too, but there’s not too
much available relating to Indian
culture.” ‘

Of the Alaskans interviewed
i ‘the class, three out of :four
liked the course and felt they
were learning from it.

One is Joe Willie of Stebbins
Willage. - He is a senior who,
according to his teachers, is one
of the top in his dry cleaning
olass.

He’s doing well enough with

"reading to count on ‘winning a
transistor radio and-with a little .

ldck-may capture the television

Also enthusiastic are = senior

“Jesse Chime Galrea 'of Napak-

iak and Marie Charles of Kas-
igluk, a junior. Jesse hopes his
improved vocabulary will help
him with flight training. Marie

. is workmg towards nurses train-

ing in Anchorage.

Agnes Rose Inakak of Tunu-
nak thinks the program is “really
good for' some thi.ngs but not
too good - for others.”  "She’s
decided, at the moment, she’d
rather be in her regular English

. class but she’s still paying atten-

tion.

Educators concede they have
a’lot to learn about the class. In
fact 20 teachers in the school
have .volunteered for a course

taught by Wichita State on help-.

ing students with. reading pro-
blems.

Also in connection with the
program, the school held a Hu-

man. Relations Seminar to ex-

plore ways of closing the under-

standing gap between students:

and. teachers. ' Fifty-four of the
57 member staff attended and
are looking forward to a second
session: :

Daniel E. Sahmaunt, a Kiowa
Indian who heads ‘the school.

- hopes: the program can be fund-

ed yearly.

*“We've: tried a number of

- reading programs that did well

till. the people involved with
them left,”” he said.’ "This is a
program we ‘hope we can keep
in regular operation.”

As for Alaskan students at
Chilocca, Sahmaunt and-his staff
claim they. are among the-best
students in the school. -

After the school made head-
lines in an investigation. of stu-

dent ‘treatment, Alaskan enroll-'

ment dropped from 200 to 44.

Now - Sahmaunt . hopes the
school can attract the yowngsters
back. (He has been at his job
2. years, the other director, 1
believe, was let go after the in-

.vestigation).

“We have hopes of becoming
a school that meets the needs of
the students rather than devel-
oping programs and trying to
fit the students mto them,” he
said.

“We really hke the  Alaskan
kids and we wish we had more
of them. They seem to have a
purpose for education. They see
the need and they’re willing to
work ' towards improvmg them-
selves academically.”

Also’ it now administers,

not occur. - As the Congressxonal o

sessnon ‘opened, Senator Jack-
son’s main  concern was passage
of the SST appropriation; a vi-

‘tally important. measure ‘to- his

aircraft industry. dominated and

state..
‘By: last week; the SST ques:

‘tion had been Settled ‘for  this

year, by a Congressional vote
to w1thhold further ' funds for
the prolect Despite his lack of
success in the debate, its resolu-
tion freed :Senator Jackson .to
concentrate on other:important
matters in his committee. -

. Another feared roadblock - an
anti-land " group of conservative
Congressmen' to be centered a-

round Secretary of the Interior °

Rogers ‘C:B. ‘Morton, did- not
materialize. '

Mr. ' Morton’s
nouncements have shown major
changes | from those he made

. during his first weeks in’ office

and. ‘the ‘administration bill is a
highly fayorable one to Alaskan
Natives.

The White. House :proposal,
will'give Alaskan Natives fee title
to 40, million acres. °_In special
instances,
serves, Natives may' select land
there but would not receive min-
eral rights. '

In place of the mine rights
on this particular selection, Na-
tives ‘would. be allowed to select
mineral rights to other lands
provided the lands were within

a specified distance of the village

involved.:
Under the -bill’s. provisions,

the Native. village would beocme -

the dominant selection-unit.
Terms of the bill provide four
townships for each village, plus
additional land the village needs
within ‘a range of 25 townships
Each village will.own the lands
and in most cases the'sub-surface

rights.

Aleuts...

(Continued from page 1)
rights for 25 ‘miles  on either
side .of the village-designated
hunting and fishing spots- to five
miles offshore: and  five 'miles
inland.

*“From the standpoint of the
Aleuts,. the claims bill should
recognize our’ peoples’ tremen-
dous :subsistence . on_the sea,’
Philemenof  told . "the Aleut
League  at - their meeting last
week in Anchorage.

“The land is not that much
of a question since we didn’t
have  that much land,” he said.

According to Les Miller, at-
torney for the League, the
Aleuts will ask that Congress
give
Aleuts mean- of subsistence:
sea, . .
“To the extent that Congress
can, without interfering with in-
ternational and national law, pro-
tect the rights to the sea where
the Aleuts derive their livelihood,
we . hope " that some “‘water

the

‘rights™ can be worked out'in the

claims settlement,” Miller said.

The proposal for sea protec-
tion: would apply only to exist-
ing villages or campsites, not to
abandoned village areas, the at-
torney said.

The Aleut League is also con-
cerned that what l’hilemenof
called - “an unfair  provision”
which requires establishment of
proof of one quarter blood may
harm his people’s land claims
position.

Philemenof was the only. Alas-
ka Native who testified before

" ‘the Senate Interior ‘Committee

at its recent hearings. Other
Native groups decided to wait
for announcement of the admin.
istration land claims bil provi-
sions and. then testify at later
Senate Interior Committee hear-

ings.

and -
native land claims heads the list."

recent pro !

such " as federal re--

some protection to the . On goals, control,

After the villages have ' se- :‘

lected their lands, the Natives |
will be able to select other lands

up, to the total of 40 million
“acres.. The plan expects that the

Native - people would select ap-

‘ proxirnately, 20 million . acres a-
round the villages and then an -

additional 20 million acres.
However, the: bill - will not

allow Natives to select land al-

ready selected by the state but

‘only tentatively approved for

patent.

The administration bill’ abol
ishes the five year land freeze in
the previous Senate bill. Natives
will “select their land ‘first, fol--
lowed by selections by Federal
programs and. then- the Slate of

‘Alaska.

The land ‘claims bill contains
a federal appropriation of $500

million.  This provision is similar

to that included in the Senate
bill sponsored by Sen. Henry M.
Jackson. . ¢

Although the revenue sh:mng
provision -has reportedly “been’
approved by the Bureau of the
Budget, the bureau reportedly
has not yet approved a $500 mil-
lion federal grant,

Selections,  according to jthe
bill, - would only- be suspended
for litigation .if the litigation
originates with the state.

Essentially, according to most
sources, the administration bill
is very similar to the legislation
passed by last year’s Senate as
S 1830, except for the increase
in the land grant.

. Last Wednesday (March 31),
Representative Lloyd Meeds of
Washington introduced the AFN

“land. claims bill-calling for 60

million acres, $500 million and
a 2 per cent overriding' mineral
royalty-into the House' of Rep-
resentatives.

—
Meeds introduced the bill
along with 25 cosponsors—the
maximum number allowed on a
House bill. By this week, Wright
hopes to be ready with another
version of the same bill-to ac-
commodate additional cospon-
SOrS. '

The AFN bill now in the
House parallels a similar AFN
bill. .introduced in. the " Senate
several weeks ago which has at-
tracted many cosponsors.

Barrow Power

" The Navy Department has
i ‘approved a $2,439,548 contract
! with .the Woerful Corporation of
‘ Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the
. construction of an electric- pow-

‘er plant and distribution system
‘at the Naval ‘Arctic Research

Lab at Barrow, Alaska, accord-
“iing 'to, Senator Mike: Gravel (D:
Alaska)

ASNA Sues L
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Herbert said ‘the land, which
includes the Prudhoe Bay oil
fields, was selected under the
Statehood Act in 1963 or 1964.

The. State selection.won required -

Presidential endorsement and the
Bureau of Land Management
granted tentative .pproval Her
bert said.

Herbert said the Alaskan l.ind

freeze is holding ‘up. issuance of
formal title 10 the state for the.

land,; but said  the state views
tentative approval, under a State
Attorney - General's opinion, as
giving the state “the right to buy
and- sell Just as if the land were
patented.”

The Commiissioner smd it was
the State’s position that the na-

tive land claims of North Slope .

acreage had been filed after the
State selected the land under the
Statehood Act.

“If such a suit should be sus-
tained and the oil companies
evicted,” he said, “then the oil
‘companies would ' have ‘good
grounds for “action against the
state.”

Attorney General John Have-
lock declined to comment on the
threatened - lawsuit, (
firmed that the State regards
tentative -approval of its North
Slope Land as equivalent_to final
approval.

According to Lester Suvlu,
Mayor of Barrow ‘and a member
of the ASNA Board of Directors,
Joe Upicksoun and Charlie Ed-
wardsen have not spoken to the
rest of the ASNA Board within
the last few days. = His first
knowledge of the press con-
ference came from a Tundrs
Times reporter asking fm an
opinion.

“1 don’t think I should make
any comment,” Suvlu said about
the conference and the proposed
suit.

Northern Education ...

(Continued from page 1)

nell, *“the Center would hope to
assume leadership in the long
range coordinated educational
planning .now  lacking ‘in public
education in Alaska: Thus, the
Center would have the funda-
mental function of asking the
central, but neglected questions
and process
and applying the best of scienti-
fic: investigative -methods in co-
operation with. a broad cross
section of society in quest -of
answers.”

Program associates, the work-
ing . members of the Center,
might come from University fa-
culty. or Institutes, or from ‘such

groups as the Alaska Federation
of Natives, -state and federal a-

“gencies, graduate students and

visiting scholars.

The Center expects to devote
at least one full year to pre-
operational planning, beginning
its work in the summer of 1972.

During this time, Dr. Darnell
is contacting native groups, State
School Boards and other groups
and individuals concerned with
Alaska’s mu]ticultural education-
al problems to give them the
opponumty to’ influence the
Center’s scope and direction.

He hopes to invite these in-
dividuals and groups to the Uni-
versity at various times to dis-
cuss ongoing plans for the center.

Some funding will come from
contracts now held by the Uni-
versity, such as the bilingual

language program, teacher corps
and rural schools which will be
incorporated 'into the Center.

Near the end of April, repre-
sentatives of the Ford Founda-
tion will be in: Alaska to discuss
Foundation funding with-mem-

bets of the University. The Uni-.

versity  is requesting a Ford
Foundation- grant of $654,000
to support the central staffing
and operational functions of the

Center, tO initiate early program

development and to disseminate
findings.

An important part of the
Center’s work will be to chart a
direction to education ‘in the
North. . In a state faced with
the.complex problems of emerg-
ing native people and a super-

* imposed economically dominant,

culturally different . group, the
Center hopes to provide a plan-
ning focus, - responsive. to the
needs of the native people. -

Important questions on the
values of assimilation, the learn-
ing styles of Alaskan Native chil-
dren “and ‘what leads some of

them . to- success ‘in school and-

others to problems wnll all be
pursued.

Interested individuals desir-
ing more information about the
center or with pertinent ideas
should contact Dr. Frank Dar-
nell Department of Education
the University of Alaska College.
Alaska.

but con- |



