: Planmng Is Foremost—

‘Nulato’s Eduéahon Experimenl

. By MADELYN SHULMAN
. Staff Writer -

.(Second of Two Parts) :
- Recently, -the Tundra Times

described a unique school build-

ing  program now. going on in
Nulato. . Today, we describe
villagers’ views of various schools
-.in" Kenai, Anchorage, Soldovia,
Tyonek and ‘other villages and
cities—and what ‘they mean. to
Nulato. :

Ivan :Sipary 'is chairman -of
the Change Agent Team (CAT)
in ‘Nulato. He is not married
and - represents  the unmarried
residents: of ' the town iin this
* planning group which is develop-
ing: ideas for a new school in
the village.
* In the Tundra Times ofﬁce

Sipary, along with other \village.

members of the CAT described
a hectic week-long site visitation
which took 9 Nulato residents
to -elementary and high schools
in 'Soldotna,  Homer, Soldovia,
Tyonek and Anchorage.

“For. a.week, we gathered

_ideas on how we want our school

constructed -and what will be
taught—questioning students and
teachers as well as principals,”
Sipary said.

To complete a ‘‘Change Pro-
cess” in: Nulato, the Division of
State Operated Schools and the

" Northwest  Educational Labora-
tories . educators they. worked
with decided Nulato residents
would not be half-participators

~.in - planning .their new school.
Rather than having second-hand
descriptions of what was going
on in other schools in Alaska,

they would have the rtesidents’

go to the schools, see. the pro-
grams in operation and form
their own. opinions.

During the site yisitation, the
Change ‘Agent' Team members
from Nulato encountered some
of -Alaska’s  most innovative
school programs, as well as large
schools like East Anchorage H.S.
State Operated Schools- Admini-
strator. Showater Smith guided
the tour, along with Ray Junge-
ward, a- Research and Develop-
ment specialist from N.W. Re-
gional Laboratories.

In Soldovia, Nulato residents
saw  the individualized 1eachmg
program at work.

In this program, students util-
ize an Instructional  Materials
Center to do most of their work.
They collect information from.
the books, audio-visual aids and
" other sophisticated learning aids
available in the center, meeting
with teachers periodically for
guidance, special instruction and

help. :

!;he school -itself is built on
the open pod concept, with class-
rooms .opening off the materials
center. There is almost no limit
to the  subjects ‘students -can
study. Teachers often serve as
resource people for up to 24
different subject areas, working
with their students on a contract
basis. With the contract system,
the student and:teacher together

decide what work must be cov- -

ered -in  what areas. for each
grade. Often; students will com-
plete their work in one subject
area in ‘less than the .assigned
time,~ then go on 'to more ad-
vanced work or to different sub-
jects.

While sludenls use the class-

rooms for help and instruction,
most work is done in the ma-
terials center. - )

CAT members from Nulato
hope to incorporate many of

.. these advances into their new

school. . They found carpeted
classrooms a boon in- schools
built with contiguous open class-
rooms.
noise, younger children liked to

work . in groups on the floor,’

increasing their freedom of move-

Besides a decrease in .
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SCHOOL PLANNER — Representing an |mpdrtant segment of the
Nulato population, the students, Melvin Sommer traveled with.the
Change ‘Agent Team from the village ta visit schools in Anchorage,

Kenai and various villages and towns in Alaska.

After a week, he

was no longer impressed by the ‘outside’, but spoke favorably of

the large gym at Tyonek.

ment.
Sliding doors. were - another
plus, they found — Relocated

walls, partitions ‘and furnitures
made the school buildings more
adaptable.

In Kenai, they found schoo]s
where community residents are
invited in, not locked out. Par-
ents are always welcome to par-
ticipate in the school program,

Most: impressive to Nulato
residents was the. Indian com-
munity of Tyonek. After sale
of their oil leases several years
ago Tyonek villagers consolidated
their over $6 million in funds
for investment.

“It was like a dream,” Sipary
described the village of Tyonek
and was echoed by other CAT
members.” Tyonek villagers own
an-office building in Anchorage,
their own air line, stores, schools
and homes. Prefabricated, com-
pletely furnished homes house
every . .family, with . sufficient
space for all.

“Community spirit
high,” Sipary explained.

Nulato residents found their
site ‘inspections tumed up prob-
lems that administrators did not
mention "in their talks to the
group. Sufficient storage space

is very

was  often lacking in schools. |

Teachers described the .extra
work' needed for the individual-
ized teaching = program-which
requires more planning time.

" er in each field. The

Curriculum changes in Nulato,
explained principal David Schutt,
will * start -within two months
after the CAT’s return and rec-

ommendations.

Special seminars and work-
shops will be necessary to ac-
quaint teachers with hew meth-
ods.  Other changes,. which de-
pend on space and sophisticated
audio-visual learning materials,
will have to wait for a new build-
ing.

This
members,
what they want in a school, will
meet with architects to describe
specifications. - They: are excited
about the ‘““Change. Process”—
about instructional -+ packages
which: ‘can teach a student a
subject without a qualified teach-
feel the
school will reflect  their com-
munity and be part of it.

On their final day in Anchor-
age, CAT members met with the
State Board of Education. They
seek a' regional high school in
their village—an innovation which
would increase the number of
students several fold and require
greater. funds than their present
schoo] plan.

. Probably, an answer will not
come before plans for the new
Nulato school are complete—for
the over 100 students they ex-
pect their school to house.

month, Nulato CAT

Fire Protection System for Tanana Hosp.

A new fire protection system
will  be installed this year at
the U.S. Public Health' Service
Native Hospnta] in Tanana.

According to Senator Mxke

Gravel (D-Alaska), the Indian
Health Service recently awarded
a $66,525 contract to Fire Pre-
vention Systems, Inc. of Seattle
to install the system at the Tan-
ana Hospital.
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. UNION OIL DISTRIBUTOR

for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
olso in the Nenana, Clear, Healy areas

P.O. BOX 268, NENANA, ALASKA

--------J
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Grants Tllnglt-Halda

The economic development
administration. has approved. a
$54,965 ‘grant to. the Central

‘. Council - of the Tlmglt - Halda
_Indians. :

Purpose of the grant is to help

! the cauncil carry out recommen-

dationis of an EDA funded study
regarding. the spending of $4
million for social and economncv
development

The council s p'rov;dmg
$121,119 ' to . complete the
$176,084 total cost of program.

Suhscrlbo now! You can still subscribe for $8.00 pe: year untfl May 7,

1971 when the subscription rate wnll be mcraaseu to $10.00 per year.

{

Aluska Business Direciory

" PERKINS MUSIC
Guitar, Violin, Banjo
Sales & Repairs
Bows ' re-haired. : Cases,

Special. Orders Invited.
Mai! Orders Processed in 24~
hours. -

3535 Shanley St.’
479-6351

P.0.Box 339
College, Ak. 99701

= L
House of Fabrics
Fabrics for all your
sewing needs’

406. Barnette, Fairbanks, Alaska

~ Sachs
MEN'S SHOP

108 Cushman...456-4017

Higﬁ Style e
" at Low Cost . . .

Completely correlated furnishings
or al your office needs

Fairbanks
Office Supply

P.O. Box 2552, Fawbanks. Alaska 99701

SUPPLIES

We have the largest iriventory and variety
o office supplies in Alaska

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIOR ALASKA

Wrte for' Free Cataiog

_ All Cash and COD Mail
' Orders Sent
Freight or Postage FREE!

All mail orders will be sent COD unless
an account has been established.

AURORA
BARBER SHOP
Alberta Grant - Manager
Jim Holden - Assistant
524 2nd Ave. 456-7071

DEAN'S
BEAUTY
LOUNGE

Réom 107
Co-op Balcony

IO LABELS T

Drug & Photo

"*ALASKA'S LARGEST”
Prompt Mail Order
SERVICE & PHOTOFINISHING

*Prescriptions
*Photo Supplies
*Cosmetics -
*Sundry lftems

P.0.Box 1390 Fairbanks

DONALSON
COMPANY
- PO Box 845
Anchorage,
Alaska
Phone 279-3025

452-2060

Tundra Times
Brings YOU
THE News

ELECTRIC

1700 willow Street
Fairbanks, Alaska

A-1 <ECORD SHOP
Foodland Shopping Mall

MAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIA' 1Y

P.0. 3ox 1313
Telephoae 452-3335

_ Alaska National Bank
of Fairbanks
Complete Banking Service

Bronches at University

Nenana - Airport Rood

Eielson ~ Delte — Tok
Main Office~Northward Bldg.

ﬁ@’s .
Fabric Shop

1st &.Cushman
Fairbarks, Alaska

Fairbanks Lumber Supply
‘Where One Call
Supplies It All”’

Box 629 - 272 lllinois St.

Garden Isle, Fairbanks
452-2183

Yukon Office
Supply, Inc.

-

Sales - Service - Rentals

511 Gaffney Rd., Fairbanks
Phone - 452-1148

»



