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“I may not agree with a word you say but I will defend unto death your right to say i.” — V

ltaire
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A Book Review—

The Glimpse of the

By MARY MOSES

No one ever seems to argue
about pre-school training for little
children. 1t is simply assumed
that Head Start and other pre-
school programs are best for the
children.

But some parents secretly
wonder, “Why?™" If parents are
not working, and have time for
their Jittle ones, why should
they have to go away part of the
day when they are still so very
young? Especially, why in the
smaller towns, where the chil-
dren all play together anyway?

Perhaps the most important
reason is to get ready for school
At home, our children often
play many games, but rarely
play the games that teach them
what they need to know to start
school. Their teachers often sim-
ply assume they do know these
things when they start. Tt makes
school very hard tor the chil-
dren if they do not.

Pre-school programs are de-

ones these basic things. In the
cities, they also let them get
used to being with others of
their own age. They become
ready to pay attention to school
work, not to learning about be-
ing in a group.

Can the children get ready for
school without the pre-school?
Of course. Many children do a
very fine job of being ready
without ever seeing a pre-school
ot any sort

What things can parents do to
help their children get ready?
e most important thing is talk
to them a lot. Talk about every-
thing, all Kinds of things. TV,
radio and movies are good things
to talk about.

So are daily chores at home,
and absolutely anything and
everything a child sees or does
The important thing is that the
child get used to talking about
things. How well ‘he uses words
when he enters school may make
the difference whether he has an
casy or a hard time learning to

read.

Other things a child should
learn before school include how
to color (and names of colors),
how to count simple groups of
objects, how to cut things out,
and how to listen to a story read
or tald by an adult.

Parents can help a lot by
reading to him, or just lhoking
at picture books with him. And,
of course, the mother or father
can teach a hittle child to look
torward to the time when he can
really go to school!

Ryan Changes
Alaska Night

FAIRBANKS Faculty at
Ryan Junior High School have
changed the weekly date of Alus-
ka Night at that school from
Wednesday 1o Tuesday, 7-10
p.m. A number of Native stu-
dents residing i the Fairbanks
arca attend the weekly sports
and recreation sessions

Circumpolar Peoples

By WALLY OLSON

© Circumpolar Peoples: An Anthropolo-
gical Perspective by Nelson H.H. Gra-
burn & Stephen Strong.. Goodyear
Publishing Co., Inc. Pacific Palisades,
, Calif. 1973 236 pp.

For many years there has
beenaserious need for a readable
work which covers all of the Po-
lar Peoples, since they share
many things in common. This
present work has many good
points and yet is weak in many
others. The various chapters con-
sider such Polar Peoples as the
Samek (Lapps), Yakut, Chuk-
chi in the Old World and Eski-
mos, Kutchin, Naskapi in the
New. Out of each group they lift
various aspects of their life and
culture and expand on them.

For example, from the Tun-
gus they speak of Shamanism;
bilateral relationships among the
Chukchi; an economic history
of the Kutchin of Alaska. The
reader has a feeling that they
have expanded on certain points
for one of two reasons, 1) either
they happen to have studied the
material in one aspect on depth,
to the neglect of others 2) or
they are trying to illustrate cer-
tain factors by their emphasis.
Even though they claim to be
working from the second point
of view, it appears that they
have written from the first.

However, this reviewer may
be mistaken, since their expand-
ed bibliographies following each
chapter seem to indicate that
they have looked at the litera-
ture; at least they have looked at
bibliographies. In fact, the list
of books and articles following
each chapter is one of the strong
points of the book. At least it
gives the reader some direction
for further study. For example,
the last chapter has 30 pages of
text on modern conditions, but
10 pages of bibliography listing
other books and articles.

Perhaps because Alaska has
always been sort of a neglected
step-child of the rest of the
United States — until most re-
cent times — many Alaskans have
come to feel that their situation
is unique among all Peoples. With
little or no exposure to what
has happened in other_parts of
the Arctic, they have tried to
formulate ways of solving their
problems on a separate basis. This
book is useful, if for no other
reason, in that it does give some
comparative descriptions of how
the U.S.S.R., Denmark and Scan-
dinavian countries have tried to

solve their difficulties and where
they have succeeded and failed.

It might pay Native leaders
to start looking at educational
programs in Russia (even though
they may not agree with Com-
munism) and see how their bi-
lingual programs have operated
over the past 40 years. Ameri-
cans may not agree with the
Danish control of Greenland, but
there may be many lessons to
learn there.

What strikes this reviewer as
an anthropologist, is the fact
that the book is writien by and
for other students of anthropol-
ogy. Most of the references are
to works written and published
by people who were really “out-
siders” or simply historic observ-
ers of certain ways of life. The
contributions by Native Peoples
to a study of their own way of
life has remained minimal.

From personal experience,
this writer knows that many Na-
tives of Alaska complain be-
cause what is published and
written about them is done by
an outsider. This is not all bad!
Possibly the best observer of
American life was a Frenchman,
De Toquiville. But now it is time
for Native Peoples to write their
history as they see it, to describe
their cultures from the inside, for
some of the young people to be
trained in anthropology and his-
tory so that they can correct our
mistakes as “visiting anthropolo-
gists.” “

The author has several times
recommended to the University
of Alaska and others that we be-
gin two-and-four-year training
programs for Natives interested
in their cultural history and its
relationship to other Peoples of
the Arctic.

The book is a start on a good
study of Circumpolar Peoples;
it is not the last word. But at
least Graburn and Strong have
made a good start. For the read-
ers of Tundra Times it's reward-
ing to read their advice on page
210:

“For the views of native peo-
ples of various issues, consult
the newspaper of the Alaskan
natives: The Tundra Times, Box
1287, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701.”

How about having some Na-
tive read the same text and re-
view it? It may be the first step
in balancing the views from the
“outsider” and “insider.”

Largest Deposit of Antimony

The largest known deposit of
antimony in the Western hemi-

sphere is near Whitehorse, capi-
tol of the Yukon.

signed 1o help teach the little
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“Out of sight,
Out of mind”

Don't forget your furnace and air
conditioner filters just because you don't
see them every day. If they're dirty, they
waste fuel energy and money. Today that's
doubly serious, because the cost of living is
rising and because America's domestic
energy supplies are falling far behind demand.

Change your filters at least once each heating
season, again each cooling season if you
have a central air system. And send today for
a free copy of “A Consumer’s Guide to
Efficient Energy Use in the Home. " It's
packed with ideas that can save the nation’s
energy and your money

Your Local Oil Companies

Alaska Oil and Gas Association
308 G Street Suite 221
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

discover
a whole new way

It's a package of practically every banking service
you're likely to need. For only $3.50 a month with
no minimum balance required. Available now at
NBofA offices around the state.
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