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HENSLEY RESIGNS AFN ., INC . PRESIDENCY
President Willie HensleyllensleyIlensle ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Federation ofofyNayNa-yNayNa-

tives
NaNa-Na-

tives
¬-

tives , who tooktookofficeoffice iii 1s OctoOcto-Octo-

ber
Octo-

ber
-¬-

ber , 1972] 972 duringdurmg a stormy rere-rere-

organIZatIOn
re-

organization

¬-

organization of the AFN , MonMon-Mon-

day
Mon-

day
¬-

day announced hisIlls intentmtent to

step down by the endendofof NovemNovem-Novem-

ber
Novem-

ber
¬-

ber..

"II" am leavingleavmg the federationfederatIOn-
for

federation-
forfor personal reasons and withwith-

some
with-

somesome regret ,
,"" said the DemoDemo-Demo-

crdtlc
Demo-

cratic
-¬

craticcrdtlc State Senator for NorthNorth- ¬-

west Alaska .
:'

"MyMy" personal commitment toto-

the
to-

thethe federation was for approxiapproxI-approxI-
mately

approxi-
mately

¬-

mately one year and I now havehave-

served
have-

servedserved that timelime . 1I feelfee] my leavleav-leav-

ing
leav-

ing
¬-

ing will give the AFN boardboardofof

directors an opportunityopportumty to fofo-fofo-
cus

fo-

cus
-¬-

cus more fully on exactly whatwhat-

kmd
what-

kindkindkmd ofofanan organizationorgal1llation AFNAFN-

should
AFN-

shouldshould be ".
Hensley said he felt that thethe-
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federation was now relativelyrelatively-
solvent

relatively-
solventsolvent and "thethe" prospects areare-

good
are-

goodgood for the statewide organizaorganiza-organiza-
tion

organiza-
tion

¬-

tion to maintain its viability andand-

to
and-

toto serve the regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions in implementing the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement act..

"DuringDuring" our reorganizationreorganizahon aa-

year
a-

yearyear ago , the federationf"derationfderation" wasWa-

sIloundering
was-

flounderingflounderingIloundering and near bankruptbankrupt-bankrupt-
cy

¬-

cy . I took the presidency with aa-

personal
a-

personalpersonal commitment of oneone-

year
one-

yearyear because I firmly believe thatthat-

aa statewide organizationorgal1lzatlOn is absoabso-abso-
lutely

abso-

lutely
-¬-

lutely necessary ,
" liehe said

The 'AFNAFN
'

AFN president is selectedselected-
by

selected-
byby andandresponsibleresponsible to . the boardboard-
members

board-
membersmembers , who represent the rere-rere-

presen
re-

present
¬-

presentpresen t the regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions . The board is expected toto-

name
to-

namename aJ new president sometimesometime-
before

sometime-
beforebefore the first of DecemberDecember-

Under
December-

Under
December-

UnderUnder
'
Hensley'sHensleys{ ensley'sensleys' leadership ,

the AFN 'hadhad'hadseveralhadhadseveralseveral notablenotable-
accomphshments

notable-
accomplishmentsaccomplishmentsaccomphshments over the pastpast-
year

past-
yearyear , includingincludlOg a successful lobbylobby-
for

lobby-
forfor an amendment to the InteriorInterior-
appropnatlons

Interior-
appropriationsappropriationsappropnatlons bill which allowsallows-

regional
allows-

regionalregional corporationscorporat Ions to assistaSSIS-

tthe
assist-

thethe federation m111in payingpaYll1g offolf thethe-

II1debtedness
the-

indebtednessindebtednessII1debtedness incurredUlcurred during thethe-

land

the-

landlandlandclaimsclaims battlebattle-
Through

battle-
Through

battle-
ThroughThrough HensleyHensley'sHensleys\' eflortsefforts ,

the AFN obtainedobtainedJobtainedaja GeneralGeneral-
AcccJUntll1g

General-
AccountingAccountingAcccJUntll1g OfficeOfteeOft ee decisiondecl lOn onon-

1I1terest

on-

interestinterest1I1terest for Native fundsfund in111 thethe-
U

the-
UU S TreasuryTreasuryworthworthworthatat the minimUll-mUllmUl-
lmom

mini-

nlom

¬-

mummomnlom $77$7575$ 5 million to regionalreglonJIreglonJI-

and
regional-

andand village corporationscorporations-
The

corporacorporations-
The

tlOnstlOns-

TheThe AFN boardboardJboboardalsoalsoJbo spearspedspear-spear-

headed
[ ¬'-

headedheJded effortseffol[ to secure acceptaccept-accept-

able

¬.-

able rules andandregulationsregulations fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Department on landIJndIJndseleclandselecselecselec-selec-

tion

¬.-

tiontlon
tionAstlonAs

As president of01 AFN , Hen-HenlienHen-

sley
Hen-

sley
-.

sley spent much time in111 WashingWas/llng-WasllngWashing-Wasllng-
ton

Washing-

ton
/ ¬-

ton , D C lobbying to secure sub-subsub-

sistance
sub-

slstance
sub-

sistance
-

sistanceslstance and damage indemnifiII1demnlflindemnifi-indemnifi-
cation

¬'-

cation provisions and the BuckBuck-Buck-

ley
Buck-

ley
¬-

ley amendment to the pipelinepipelin-
enghtofwJY

pipelin-
erightofway whichwhich-

Wilt

which-

will
right-of-wayrightofwaynght-of-wJYnghtwJY- - legislation
willWilt protect Native interestsmterests bothboth-

IOdlvldual
both-

individualindividualIOdlvldualIOdlvldualandindividualandand corporatecorporate-
As

corporat-
eAAsA passedpJssed by the treeIreefree conferwnleronfer-onfer( , onfer-

ence

¬.-

ence committee , the compromisecornprom"ecornpromecornprom"e-
on

compromise-
on

"
on the amendment will bringbnng in111

55$55$5millIOn$ million every six months ,

startingstartmg July 1I , 19751975-

Hensley's
1975-

Hensley's
1975-

Hensley'sHensley'sHensleys' risefISC to the presidenpresiden-presiden-
cy

¬-

cy of AFN came during aJ stormystormy-
session

stormy-
sessionsession in111 which incumbent DonDon-Don-

ald
¬.-

aldaId R . WrightWright was oustedoustedamidstamidstamidst-

reports
amidst-

reportsreports ofofmoutingfinancialmouting financialfinancialtrou-financialtroufinancialtrou-
bles

troutrou-trou-

bles
¬-

bles for AFN The StateSt.iteStite. SenatorSenator-
from

Senator-
fromfrom Kotzebue has beenbeenctlveactive\ctlvectlve<\ inIIIII-

Ithe
in-

thethe federation sincesmce its inceptionIOceplionIOceplion-
and

inception-
andand was actively involved1I1volved1I1volvedIJ1involvedininIJ1 thethe-

land
the-

landlandlandclaimsclaims settlement efforteffort-

smce
effort-

sincesincesmce its beginningbegmnmg alsoal o


