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StudentsStudentStudents Accept Personally WarmWarm TeachersTeache s than Otherwise
FAIRBANKS - Whether oror-

nut

or-

nutnotnut a teacher smiles andandinstructsinstructsmstructs
within a close body distancedistance-
can

distance-
cancan make a big difference jnin hpwhQwhow

much studentsstuden ts learn , accordingaccordmgaccording-
toto10 Dr . Judith Kleinfeld , associateassocjateassocjate-
professor

associate-
professorprofessor of educational psycholpsychol-psychol-
ogy

¬.-

ogy at the University of Alaska .

In an experimentexperimenl on the ef-efef-

forls
ef-

forls
ef-

forts

-

forlsforts ofnonverballyofnonverbally communicatcommUnicat-commUnicat-
ed

¬-

ed warmth , KleinfeldKlemfeldKlemfelcf
"

found thatthat-

both
that-

bothboth Eskimo and white studentsstudents-
learned

students-
learnedlearnedlearnedsignificantlysignificantly more whenwhen-

the

when-

thethe teacher was warm and perper-per-

sondl
per-

sonal

¬-

sonalsondl rather thanthJn impersortalimpersonalimpersortal-
"Using

Impersoimpersonal-
"Using

alal-

"Using"UsingUsing" Nonverbal Warmth toto-

Increase
to-

IncreaseIncrease Learning A Cross-CulCrossCulCross.CuJCrossCuJCross-Cul-CrossCul-
tural

-. ¬.-

turalIllrJI Lxpenment , " a ResearchReResearch-
Note

eJrcheJrch-

NlIteNoteNlIte published by the univerunlveruniver-univer-

sity's

¬.-

sity'ssitysIl ) '\ InstituteImtltute ot01of SocialSoclJl , tco-tcolcoEco-Ecotco-

nomic

Eco-

nomic

-.

nomic artdJI\dJIdand\ Government ResearchReseJrch ,

presentspre\enbpreenb\ Klemteld'sKlemteldsKlell1tt'ld'sKlell1ttldsKleinteld'sKleintelds' ' findingst ndll1g

-
"TeachersTeachers" haveh.1veh1ve. been trainedtramedtramed-

to
trained-

toto thinkthmk that to be professional ,

they should be impersonalImperson.1/Imperson.1Imperson.1says. / ," sayssays-

Klemfeld
says-

KleinfeldKleinfeldKlemfeld . "ThisThis"TIllSTIllS" approach cancan-

be
can-

bebe counlerproductivecounterproductIve , it can ac ¬.

tually reducerei9uce teachingteachmg successsuccess-

"It
success-

hit
success-

"It"ItIthithitIS" is especially bad for childB-dBchil-dB-

dren
chil-

dren

) ¬-

dren raisedraisedininm small villages who.hohowho-

are

. .ho-

areare not used to impersonal socialSOCi-

alrelationships

social-

relationshipsrelationships A villagevlllJge nativeIIJtlveIIJtlve-

child
native-

childchild often thinks thatthJt the teachteJchteach-teach-

er

¬.-

er doesn'tdoesnt' like'I"eIe' " him111mfilm when.hellhell. the

- - -- --

teacher is impersonalimpersottial..
"

In an.111111. earliereddler experimentexpenmen t ,

Kleinfeld found that when councoun-coun-

selors
¬.-

selors usedu ed a nonverballynOllverbally warmwarm-

approach
warm-

approachapproach , native children scoredscored-

higher
scored-

higherhigher on intelligence teststests-

Thus

tests-

Tills
tests-

ThisThusTillsThis study wasWJS conducted byby-

the
by-

thethe UniversityUl1Iverstty of Alaska withwith-

the
with-

thethe support of the Fairbanks NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tivetlYe Association anddnd the assist ¬.

anceJnce of the Fairbanks131rbJnks.Fairbanks1-1-
. 31rbJnks NorthNorth-

Star
North-

StarStar Borough School District ,

andJlldJlldrepreandrepresentsrepresentsrepre ents a.II. collaborativecollJborcollaborative-
effort

JtlveJtlve-
eteletefforttort to improveIInprove the educationeducalllllleducallllll-
of

education-
ofotof both white andJnd native chilchlichil-chil-

dren

¬.-

dren
drenCopiesdrenCUpl

CopiesCUpl otIIIof the ResearchRc cJrch NoteNotcNotc-

Jrc

Note-

areareJrc treetrec andJntandmay! mayIIIJ ) behe obtainedlIhtJlIlCd bhbyby-

contacting
>}

contactingLlIfllJClmg theIhl' librarianflhrJrlJIJhhranan al.ItItat.I-

tISl

at-

1S1CR
.

1SLGR1S1CRISl 'RR(' A moreI11l1re technicaltcd\l1\caltcdl1cal\\ discusdl\Lu\dlLudiscus-dlLu1-

1'11

discus-

sion
\ \ ¬.-

sion11'111111> ' ollitof tinstlmthis researchrc eJrLh will.111111.111JppcJrwillappear. aearJppcJrappearappear-

in111in thlthe' "JlIurnIIJlIurnII"JournalJournal"JlIurnIIIII"Journalof" , IIIof SociallILiJI pl'sylsyl'sy-

cliulogs
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