
paintings depict
russian alaska

A collection of 53 paintings by
vasilly V ushanoff depicting people
places and events in the history of rus-
sian alaska from the 17th century to
its sale to the united states in 1867
will be on view at the anchorage
museum of history and art through
nov 19

the paintings by dr ushanoff a
retired dentist and self taught artist of
laguna beach calif were first ex-
hibited at the museum in 1980 they
are taken from 18th and 19th century
black and white illustrations they
provide a unique visual overview of
the russian period in alaska

since the exhibition in 1980 dr
ushanoff has donated the entire col-
lection to the museum

dr ushanoff was bom in man-
churia in 1904 and was graduated from
a gymnasium in harbin before com-
ing to this country in 1922 after
several years of working as a logger
dishwasher stevedore janitor and
deckhanddeckharddeckhand he managed to obtain a
degree in dentistry

he retired in 1966 and became in-
terestedtercte sted in the history of russian
america at the same time that he made
his first experiments in paintingi tin guid-
ed by historian dr ricrichard pierceie he
explored historical sources for subjects
to paint the collection now owned by
the museum is the result


