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MAX
By-

MAXMMAXAX C . BREWERBREWER-
The

BREWER-
TheThe recentrec nt passingpass ig of SimonSimoqSimon-

Paneak
.i1

Paneak , a patriarch of the; ,"

Nunamiut of Anaktuvuk Pass , isis-

a
ii-

a
ss

a grirrigrit11grim reminder that Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
original

Alaska's-
original

' s
original naturaln tural scientists areare-

escaping
are-

escaping
e

escaping us with the passage ofof-

time
oo-

time
f

time . Some of their vastvast-
knowledge

vasvas-

knowledge
t

ta
knowledge fortunately is nownow-

matter
aa-

matter
1

matter ofofwrittenwritten recordrecord-
However

.

However , much of it stillstill-
remajns

still-

remains
1I

remainsremajns-remains- to be recorded .

, It is not necessary to havehave-
Connally

havhav-

formally
e:

formallyConnally passed throughtJoughtJ ough thethe-
halls

the-
halls

e:

halls of a university to becomebebecome-
natural

ome aa-

natural
i

natural scientist.. The ' keen andand-

patien
anan-

patient
dI[

patientpatient observer of nature , whowhwh-

can
o)i

canan long remember what he hashas-

seen
haha-

seen
s.>

seen andandwhowho can relate it toto-

other
tt-

other
o

other naturally occurringoccurring-
processes

occurring-
processes

ogg:;'

processes and events , alsoalso-

qualifies
also-

qualifies
oi

qualifies as a natural scientist or ,,

perhaps even better , asas-

naturalist
aa-

naturalist
i

naturalist..

Simon was an outstandingoutstanding-
naturalist

outstanding-
naturalist

gtr

'
naturalist , although he was notnot-

alone
j

,

alone in this regard in the northnorth-
However

.,

However , he has been one of thethe-
lucky

thth-

lucky
e:

lucky ones , since muchm ch ofofwhatofwhawhatwhawhat-

he
wha-

he
t:

te

he gleaned from nature overQVer thethe-

years
the-

years
e:

years has been recorded ., In somesome-
cases

e>

Casesases he also is listed as one ofof-

the
oo-

the
f:

the coauthors in the scientificscientific-
publications

scientific-
publications

r

publications that resulted .

It was to Simon Paneak'sPaneaksPaneakPaneak's-
family

'si;

family that a director of thethe-

Na'lal
the-

Naval
e
se

i

NavalNa'lalNalal' ' ,- Arctic ResearchResearcResearch-
Laboratory

Researc-
Laboratory

h
Laboratory entrusted a youngyoung-
undergraduate

young-
undergraduate

hg
g;

Undergraduate student inin-

anthropology
in-

anthropology
i

anthropology , from YaleYale-
University

Yale-
University

!

University , for a period of 1515-

months
15-

monthsmonths... The young manmarl learnedlearned-
the

learned-
thethe language of the Nunamiut ,

and wrote of his experiences andand-
what

and-
whatwhat helie had learned fromfrom-
Sim

from-
SimonSimonSim n . He also wrote of thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople .

TheTh e youngyou ng studentstudents-
ubsequently

students-
ubsequentlysubsequently graduated fromfrom-
Yale

from-
YaleYale ' with high honors inin-

anthropology
in-

anthropologyanthropology and went onort toto-

become
to-

becomebecome a Rhodes scholar .

But Simon is only one of aa-

number
a-

numbernumber of northern NativeNative-
naturalists

Native-
naturalistsnaturalists . His cousin , PeterPeter-

Sovalik
Peter-

SovalikSovalik ,. is as knowledgeable ofof-

th
of-

thetheth coastal environrnentenvironment asas-

Simoo
as-

SimonSimonSimoo was of the northernnorthern-
Brooks

northern-
BrooksBrooks ; Range and the Foothills .

Pete is first mentioned in aa-

book
a-

bookbook, by one of the earlyearly-
explorers, explorersxplorers .doingdoing., field work,,

alongalong-
the

,

the Arctic coast , inin'1913in1913
'

1913 .

In overooverer a quarter century ofof-

working
of-

working
of-

workingworkingworkingwithwith young scientistsscienpstsscientists ,

and with some not so young , atat-

the
at-

the
at-

thethe Naval Arctic ResearchResearch-
Laboratory

Research-
Laboratory

Research-
LaboratoryLaboratory , Pete has impartedimparted-
much

imparted-
much

imparted-
muchmuch of his knowledge to themthem-

about
them-

about
themthem-

aboutabout the birdsbirds,, the animals |;;thethe-

'ocean
the-

ocean'oceanocean' ocean ice , and the oceanocean-

currents
ocean-

currents
ocean-

currentscurrents in coastal Arctic Alaska .

i He knows the animals andand-
their

and-
their

and-
theirtheir habits so well that he hashas-

captured
f1.asf1asleasf1.a-

scaptured
lea-

scaptured
.

captured , rabid foxes alive forfor¶oror-

observationobservationobse.rvationforobse.rvation. , without the use 'ofof'of-

either

'
loflof-

either
;ofof-

eithereither trap or gun . j\

The most definitivedefrnitive book, onnn-

the
n-

thethe animals of the area containscontaihscontaihs-
so

contains-
soso many quotes from him thatthat-
one

that-
oneone wonders why he didn'tdidntdidn't-
au

didn't-
author

'

authorau thor it . j\

Pete'sPetes' formal educationeducatioeducatioIj1 l ,

however , was interrupted toptop-
many

top-
manymany times by the need to be onoo-

thethe , trail in pursuit ofof-
livelihood

of-
livelihood 1.alivelihoodlivelihoodThis. -ThisThis-, has nojtn tt-
prevented

t-

preventedprevented him from
'

correctingcorrectincorrectinccorrectinc-
oror improving maps' publishedP4blishedprblished byby-

government
by-

governmentgovernment agencies . Nor has isii-

preventedprevented him from 1: training aa-

generation
a-

generationgeneration of young scientists idjiitit-

howhowhinterprejnature!>w to observe and interpretinterpreinterprejinterpre-
naturenaturenature , or in,, how totoII(, survivesurvive-
the

inin;|

the Arctic . i' ,
"

,' j!j-

WellhelonceWell versed'versed
'

in anatomyananaitomytomy , hehel
}

once came to a small settlement.'
,

where the people werewererwere' holdinghoJding aa-

wake
a-

wakewake for a young boybOYi*, who hadh d j\

been mauled
,
and had :;, his scalpscalp-

completely

!

i(i

completely torntorn off bby$ a youngyoung-
polar

tl\l-

polarpolar bear .
' t\t-

Finding
\

Finding the boy not yet dead ,
I'I-

PetePete preceeded to sew the bits ofofIof-

scalp
of-

scalp
I,

scalp and hair backbaccbaccOlt} onOlt , piece'ieceiece{' bybyIby-

piece
by-

piece

I'

piece , using binder twine and aa-

sack
a-

sacksack sewing needle previously ,.
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used to,,
sew heavy canvas . SomeS nie

40 years later this 'boyboy' still has a
' full >,' head of hair , and not a scarscar-

onon his face .

For the first half of thisthis-

s century , most off the Arctic birdbird-
e collections , bird egg collections ,
f-

the
and the animal skins , found inin-

t the scientific museums in the
southern 48 state'sstatesl tat 's , werewere-

preparedprepared as specimens by four ofof-

I the Brower brothers at Barrow ,

Their father , the early whalerwhaler-

CharlestrainedeCharles D . Brower , had trained
them to prepart the specimens ,.

Theylliey had traveled widely ,

includingmcluding up to northern Banks
Island in the CanadianmuchsArchipelag,, and had spent muchmuch-

timetime in the field , observing
wildlife in natural poses and
activities , in order to' provideprovide-provide-
realistic

provide-
realistic

-
realistic appearing specimens ,.

Today , if a scientist wants ' toto-

research
to-

researchresearch long-termlongterm--- animal cyclescycle-
sr

cycle-
sg

cycles-

onon the North Slope or the earlier
, snow geese populations inin-

northern
in-

northernnorthern Alaska or on BanksBanks-
Island

Banks-
IslandIsland , he consults with ThomasThomas-

BrowerBrower .

If the scientists is interested inin-

fishfish populations and
,'

ranges , hehe-

consults
he-

consultsconsults with ArnodAmod Brower . IfIf-

hehe wants to develop naturalnatural-

poses
natural-

posesposes and environments forfor-

animalanimal and bird specimens , hehe-

usuallyusually consults with HarryHarry-
Brower

Harry-
Brow.er

Harry-
BrowerBrowerBrow.er. .

This ability and artistry withwith-

specimen
with-

specimenspecimen preparation , took aa-

quaint
a-

quaintquaint turn for Harry some yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago . As a joke and a partingparting-
souvenir

parting-
souvenirsouvenir for friends ,; he beganbegan-
making

began-
makingmaking single lemming skins intointo-
miniature. miniature rugsrug; . He mounted thethe-

skins
the-

skinsskins of these mouse-sizedmousesizedmousesized-
animals

mousesized-
animals

-

animals on velvet backing andand-
with

and-
withwith the teeth showing in aa-

fullhead
a-

fullheadfull-headfullhead- mountmount,, just asas-

thoughhe
as-

thoughhethoughhe was preparing a polarpolar-
bear

polar-
bearbear rug . Suddenly , he waswas-

inundated
was-

inundatedjusthadinundated with friends who just
had to have their lemming skinskin-
rugs

skin-
rugsrugs , and he ended up workingworking-
way

working-
wayway into the nights on the .

Several found their way to '

executive desks in WashingtonWasl ngton ,

D.CDC. .

The crowningrowning blow , hoever ,
came from Mexico . A souvenirsouvenir-
shop

souvenir-
shopshop there sent him an order for
5,0005000, lemming skin rugs . HeHe-

gavegave up that businessbusiqess in a hurryhuny .

People , born and raisedraised-

without
raised-

withoutwithout a written languagelanguage'7language7language'-
7perpetuate

',perpetuate their , culturescultures-
through

cultures-
throughthrough storytelling,, ceremonialceremoniafceremonial-
dances

,

dances , close attention to detail , *:
,

and long memories . Few areare-

better
are-

betterbetter trained in this regard than ',

Alfred Hopson , Sr . His memoriesmemories-
include

::

include the first arrival atatIat-

Barrow
at-

Barrow

I

Barrow of the explorer , '

StefanssonStefalssonStef ); sson , in 1906 .

Because Stefansson spentspent-

cpnsiderable
spent-

cpnsiderablecpnsiderable tinietime , that firstfirs-
twinter

.-
winter

w- inter., winwinterter , obtaining cranialcrania-
lmeasurements

crania-
lmeasurementsmeasurements , he.he. waswas-

nicknamed
was-

nicknamednicknamed "HeadHead"Head-"HeadMeasure" "'- Measure " ; aa-

name
a-

namename that he never shook inin-

northern
in-

northernnorthern Alaska .

AlAI , who took the first censuscensus-
in

census-
inin Arctic Alaska traveling over
2000 miles by dogteam in 1930 ,

can provide the socio-economicsocioeconomicsocia-economicsociasociaeconomic-
history

socioeconomic-
history

--

history of the Natives in ArcticArctic-
Alaska

Arctic-
AlaskaAlaska during this century fromfrom-

memory
from-

memorymemory . His descriptions will bebe-

in
be-

inin as great a detail , includinginincluding-
statistics

ludingludings-
tatisticsstatistics , as canc-ancan- be obtained byby-
synthesizing

by-
synthesizingsynthesizing the data from , aa-

latge
a-

largelargelatge number of books writtenwritten-
by

written-
byby explorers , from thethe-

fragm
th-

efragmentaryfragmentaryfragm en tary governmengovernmen-
documents

governmen-
documentsdocuments available-availableavailableand-. and , moremprempre-
recently

more-
recentlyrecently , from the universityuniversity-
studies

university-
studiesstudies of the socio-economicssocioeconomicssocioeconomics-
of

--
of the people in the north-northnorth-

Scientific

nort -.

ScientificSciScientificntific studies in the ArcticArctic-

i

Arctic-
oftenoften have been carried on thethe-

l

the-
shoulderst-

have
shoulders of the ,. people who
have learned to live and to workwork-
there

work-
therethere over the centuries . TheThe-

I

The-
people

The-
peoplepeople noted comprise only aa-

I

a-

small
a-

small, small nucleus of those whowho-

rightfully
who-

rightfullyrightfullyrightfullycouldcould have beenbeen-
mentionedmentioned .


