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The recently formed Telecommunications CommitteeCommittee-

ofof the Alaska Federation of Natives , Inc . held its secondsecol'ldsecolldsecol'ld-

meeting
second-

meeting
'

meeting in Anchorage January 15 & 16 . Members of thisthis-
advisory

this-
advisoryadvisory committee to the Governor'sGovernors' Office ofof-

Telecommunications
of-

TelecommunicationsTelecommunications represent all the non-profitnonprofit- regional
corporations ,. IneirTheirTheir selection waswas-
coordina

was-

coordinatedcoordinatedcoordina ted by the AFN .

At the January meeting , MattMatt-

Jaimin
Matt-

JaiminJaimin of the Kodiak AreaArea-
Native

Area-
NativeNative Association was electedelected-
Chainnan

elected-
ChairmanChairmanChainnan , with VerlVeri PurbaughPurbaugh-
ofof the Aleut League electedelected-
ViceChainn

elected-
ViceChairmanVice-ChairmanViceChairmanVice-ChainnChainn .-- an

TheTheThecommitteecommittee made final sitesit-
erecommendations

sit-
erecommendationsrecommendations forforc-

onstruction
forc-

onstructionconstruction of 37 earth stationsstations-
during

stations-
duringduring 1976 , from sitessites-
proposed

sites-
proposedproposed by the StateSUIte and RCARCA-

Alascom
RCA-

AlascomAlascom . Five sites were alsoals-
oselected, selected for probableprobable-
construction

probable-
constructionconstruction , with threethree-
additional

three-
additionaladditional sites to have VHPVHFVHF-

land
VHF-

landland links with nearby earthearth-

stations
earth-

stationsstations .

Twenty earth stations will bebe-

completed
be-

completedcompleted by March , of thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear . The construction of thethe-

approved
the-

approvedapproved 42 earth stations nextnext-
summer

next-
summersummer , with the three VHPVHFVHF-

links
VHF-

linkslinks , will prqvideprovide a total of 6565-

Alaskan
65-

AlaskanAlaskan communitiescommunities-withcommunitieswith'withwith'- earthearth-

station
earth-

stationstation long-distancelongdistancelong-dis'tancedis'tance-
'

telephonetelephone-
and

telephone-
andand emergencyemergencymedicalmedical serviceservice-
by

service-
by

'

by' late1late' 1976 . , All 6- ,56-565, have nono-

I

no-

existing
no-

existingI existing communicationscommunicati'6nscommunicati6ns' .
.' \, ,

The committee alsoalso-
esiablished

also-
'es

also-
established'eses' esiablishedestablishedablished preliminary criteriacriteria-
for

criteria-
for

criteria-
for

'
for selecting the remaining sitessites-

'for
sites-

'for
sites-

'for'forfor' earth '',- stations to bebe-

constructed
be-

.constructedconstructed.constructed,. in 1977 ,.

Suggested criteriacriteria calls for sitesite-
selection

site-
selectionselection based on communitycommunity-
population

community-
populationpopulation , adequacy of existingexisting-
telephone

existing-
telephonetelephone service , accessibility ,

and ., whetherwheth r or not thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity has a health aide andand-

primary
and-

primaryprimary or secondary schoolsschools-
that

schools-
thatthat ' could benefit_ from earthearth-

station
earth-

stationstation service .

A ?;' resolution passed by thethe-

committee
the-

committeecommittee calls folforfo)' the State toto-

fund
to-

fundfund more than the now planned
100 fortheartharth stations to be installedinstallinstalled-
throughout

dd-

throughoutthroughout the State . TheThe-
committee

The-

committeecommitteecommitteecommittee also resolved thatthaithai-

RCA"Alascom
that.-

RCA11Alascom.RCA11AlascomRCA11Alascom,. RCARCA"AlascomRCAAlascom!i-iAlascomiAlascom-".
,

should not bebe-

gr
be-

grantgdgrantedgrantgdgr nt ddthethe-the- 35 % interim raterate-
increas

rate-
increaseincreaseincreasincrease ' it is requesting of the.the..th-
eAlas

the-

AlaslaAlaskaAlaskaPublicAlasAlaslaa >' -PublicPublic'Public-,'
.-
Utilities

U- tilities. UtilitiesUtilities-
co

Utilities-
CoComrtiissionco '

issionfission .

InInfuture' -futurefuture-, fu.turefuture. meetings , thethe-

tomcommitteecomtom ittee will finalizefinalize-

recommendations
finalize-

recomrecommendationsrecommendationsrecom endations for 1977 earthearth-
statiorl

earth-

statiostationstatiostatiorlstatiorlsitesite selection , .planplan., forfo-
rrip'glading

,

Urip'gladingripgladingpp'gpg,'' grj} a dingd n g existinge x I
,
s t

.

i n g

communications in communitiescommunicommunities-
not

ticstics-

notnot affectedffecteda by the earth stationstastation-
program

tiontion-
programprogram , and study thethe-

longtenn
the-

longtermlong-termlongtermlong-tenntenn- role of satellitesatellite-

cOmmunication
satellite-

communicationcommunication for ruralrural-
television

rural-
televisiontelevision and other datadata-
t

data-

transmissiontransmissiont ransm issi on .

LinoUno Barril , Office ofof-

Telecommunications
of-

TelecommunicationsTelecommunications communitycommunity-
liaison

community-
liaisonliaison manager , observesobscrves thatthat-
the

that-
thethe committee is serious aboutabout-
their

about-
theirtheir work .

"ThereThere111ere" are a lot ofof-

knowledgeable
of-

knowledgeableknowledgeable and dedicateddedIcated-
people

dedicated-
peoplepeople on the committee ," hehe-

says
he-

sayssays ,. "whowho" won'twontwon'tbe' -bebe-, be rubberrubber-

stamps
rubber-

stampsstamps . Their recommendationrecommendationsrecommendarecommendations-
are

tionstions-
are

?

are in keeping with the goals andand-
policies

and-
policiespolicies of the regions , and that'sthatsthat's-
what

that's-
what

'
what we need ."

The Office0 ffice of TeleTele-Tel-
ecommunication's

Tel-
ecommunication's

¬-

communication'scommunications' DeputyDeputy-
Director

Deputy-
Director

'

Director George Shaginaw adds ,

"OurOur" Office ', has beenbeen-

encou
been-

encouragingencouragingencouencouragingraging the regionalrregiona-
lcorporations

gionalgiona-
lcorporationscorporations to independentlyindependently-
establish

independently-
establishestablish a planning committee .

At its annual convention inin-

October
in-

OctoberOctober tthethe,
,

AFN , passed ,, aa-

resolution
a-

resolutionresolution calling for suchsuchasuch-

committee
such-

committee
a

committee , and tooltootooltoolthe<
j thethe-

initiative
the-

initiativeinitiative to get it organized .

"TheThe". The AFNA F N Teleteltteleele-eleelec-

ommunications
e-ee-

communications
¬-

communications committee is aa-

strong
a-

strongstrong and independent groupg ()UP , "
Shaginaw adds , "andand" wewe areare-

looking
are-

lookinglooking to them for advice andand-

recommendations
and-

recommendationsrecommendations that willwiU ' helphclphclp-

us
help-

usus plan the best communicationscommuniCcommunications-
system

1tions1tions-
system

<

system to meet everyone'severyoneseveryone's-
needs

everyone's-
needs

'

needs . Ourpur Office doesn'tdoesnt' wantwant-

to
want-

toto make communicationscommunicationscommunications-
decisions

communications-
decisionsdecisions for anyone ; we needpneed-
advice

cdcd-

advice
,

advice from rural and regionalregional-

people
regional-

peoplepeople ."

TheTIle committee will meetmeet-

monthly
meet-

monthlymonthly during the legislativelegislative-
se

legislative-

sessionsessionse ssion , then bi-monthlybimonthly- ._
'Funding for the first meetingrnec-'tingrnec-ting iniin-

December,, DecemberDecem r was provided byby-

RurAtCAP
by-

RurAt.CAPRurAtCAPRurAt.CAPRurAtCAP. ; the Office ofof-

Telecommunications
of-

TelecommunicationsTelecommunications funded thethe-

January
the-

JanuaryJanuary meeting . Legislation isis-

soon
is-

soonsoon 'toto' to be introduced toto-

independently
!

independently 'fundfund' thetheIthe-

Telecommunications
I,

Telecommunications CommitteeCommittee-
duringJ976

Committee-
during'1976during,1976during1976duringJ976during'1976'

, .

CommitteeCorrlmittee members ,

appointed by their ownmynmyntcgionregionaltcgionregional-

associations
ll-

associaionsassociationsassociaions* , are : ChairmanCh innan MattMatt-

Jamin
Matt-

JaminJamin , ;, Kodiak AreaArea NativesNative ;
,'

Vice-CriairmanViceCriairmanVice-CViceCVice-ChairmanViceChairman- ainnan VerlVert',. PurbaugliPurb3ugllPurbaugh ,

Aleut-AleutAleut.LeagueAleut'LeagueAle t -.
.
'LeagueLeague'
:'
.-

League
L-

eague
.
League ;

,
Sam'ii'" FortiefrFortietFortier ,

BristolBristol BayaayDay Natives ; Jake Miller ,

AHTNAAHlNA ; Frank-FrankFrankSmith-., Smith , CookCook-
In1et

Cook-

InletInlet/NativesInletNativesInletNativesIn1etInlet /Natives-Natives'- ; Lynn Chambers ,
Ka'werakKawerak'

; Stan Jones ;,: Mauneluki ;

Paul Sherry , Tanana Chiefs ;

Steve BoyettBoy tt ,. YupikjakYupiktak Bista ;; _

The Tlingit-HaidaTlingitHaidallingit-Haidallingit- CentralCentral-

Council
Central-

CouncilCouncil , Arctic Slope NativesNatives-

and
Natives-

andand North ' Pacific Rim Natives-
haye

(

,NativesNatives-

have
'

hayehave notnot yet appointedapp inted tlieirtJieirtheir , ,

rep're.serytrepre.serytrepreserytrepresentativestYe.stYes! . ., .
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