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SheShe had intended

, to staystay-
just

stay-
justjust one yearyyaryearar . ButButwhenLydiawhenwhenLydiawhenLydia-
FohnHansen

Lydia.Lydia,. .Lydi-
aFohnHansen'leftFohn-HansenFohnHansenFohn-Hansen'leftFohnHansen'leftHansenleft- ' left Fairbanks onon-

Dec
on-

DecDec . 13 ,", to reside in Olympia ,;
Wash . , she had braved the ArcticArctic-
wilderness

Arctic-
wildernesswilderness for 50 yearsy ars . A notednQtednQted-
home

noted-
home

,

home economics professor andand-
pioneer

and-
pioneerpioneer Alaskan ,. the popularpopular-

'FohnHansen
popular-

FohnHansen'Fohn-Hansen'FohnFohnHansenFohn-Hansen' - was feted manymanyt-
iJTl

many-
timestimestiJTl s in recentrecen t weeks for herher-
numerous

her-
numerousnumerous UniversityUnive1"sityUnive1sity" and comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-

munity accomplishments .

Fohn-HansenFohnHansen- .waswas., born inin-

Iowa
in-

IowaIowa in 1892 . She adventuredadventured-
toto Alaska in 1925 to teachteach-
home

teach-
homehome economics at the AlaskaAlaska-
Agricultu

Alaska-
AgriculturalAgriculturalAgricultu aJ Collegeollege , which laterlater-
became

later-
becamebecame the '' University of Alaska .

While teaching at1Bfat Iowa StateState-
CoIlege

State-
CollegeCollegeCoIlege , she was attracted to aa-

not
a-

noticenoticenot(; e advertising teaching popo-popo-

sitions
o-oo-

sWons
¬-

sitionssWons in the Alaskan TerriTerri-Terri-
tories

Terri-
tories

¬-

tories .
'

During an interview with Dr .,

Bunnell at Iowa State College ,

she decided to make the long'long'long-
trek

'

long-
trektrek north . "ThereThereJ'TheJThe"' e was a piopio-pio-
neering

pio-
neering

¬-

neering spirit in meme ," she laughlaugh-laugh-
ed

laugh-
ed

¬-

ed . "AfterAfter"AftetAftet" all , I was the grandgrand-¬-

daughtergranddaughterof lowanIowan pioneers .,"
At that time , the collegeco lIege concon-con-

sisted
con-

sisted
¬-

sisted of the Main Building , aa-

dormitory
a-

dormitorydormitory and a smallsmaIl place forfor-
girls

for-
girlsgirls . "ItIt" was more like oneone-
big

one-
bigbig family - you participatedparticipated-
inin all the activities , the plays ,

the commencement .., . . "
Lydia received ,. her first dogdog-

sled
dog-

sled
'

sled ride from a youngYOUJ:1gYOUJ1g: NorN'orNorNor-Nor-

wegian
¬.-

wegian , Hans Fohn-HansenFohnHansenl ohn-Hansen.TwoohnHansen.TwoohnHansen.TwoHansenTwoohnHansen.Two-
years

- . TwoTwo-
yearsyears later , in 1927 , they werewwere-
married

rere-

marriedmarried in
'-

a
a' a quiet ,. civil cerecere-cere-

mony
cere-cerecere-

mony
¬-

monyoriginallythought. Lydia had originallyoriginally-
thoughtthought she would spendlpend justjust-
one

just.-

one.oneone., year in Alaska , but thethe-
one

the-
oneone year teaching commitmentcommitmentcommitment-
ledled to a lifetimeHfetime in Fairbanks .

During thosethosethoseearly'

early years ,
she taught craft and otherotlierotlier-
home

other-
homehome economics courses toto-

town
to-

towntown and bush village women .

ComplicationsComplicati ns with superiorssuperiors-
were

superiors-
were'nonexistentwerewere'non-existentwere'nonwerenonexistent'non-existent'nonnonexistent'

-- .. Life in AlaskaAlaska-
was

Alaska-
waswas a fresh , untamed thing .

"II" had no one telltellmeme whatwhat-
to

what-
toto do ,:, simply because nonQ oneone-

knew
one-

knewknew what to do - life in thethe-
Alaskan

the-
AlaskanAlaskan Territories was differdiffer-differ-
ent

differ-
ent

¬-

ent , and no one really .knewknew.
knew.knew-

what
knew-

whatwhat methods to use
'
,"" sheshe-

said
she-

saidsaid .

AboutAb ut five years afterafte'r' ' firstfustfust-
coming

first-
comingcoming to Alaska , Fohn-HansenFohnHansenFohn-HanSHanSFohnHansen-
became

- nn-

becamebecame the directordirectQJ of the UniUni-Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versity Extension Service . InIn-

this
In-

thisthis capacity , she began offeroffer-offer-
ing

offer-
ing

¬-

ing short courses for women ,

was instrumental in establishestablish-establish-
ing

establish-
ing

¬-

ing 4-H4H4Hclubs- clubs in Alaska , andand-
also

and-
alsoalso instituted "HomemakerHomemaker"Homemaker-
Clubs

"Homemaker-
Clubs

"
Clubs . " Designed to help inin-inin-

struct
in-

struct
¬-

struct women in various home-homehome-
making

home-
making

-.

making skills , the HomemakerHomemaker-
Clubs

Homemaker-
ClubsClubs stillstilI operate ,. today ; inin-

the
in-

thethe Fairbanks area there areare-

now
are-

nownow more than 20 .

In 1937 , Lydia moved to thethe-
Lower

the-
LowerLower 48 with her husband ,

Hans , who was then very ill .

Following hisls death in 1938 .,
she returned to Fairbanks , andand-

resumed
and-

resumedresumed her teaching careercarcareer-
at

erer-

atat the University of Alaska .

Fohn-Hansen'sFohnHansen'sHansensFohn.Hansen'sFohn.HansensFohnHansens-. ' years in thethe-
Extension

the-
ExtensionExtension Service were filledfilled-
with

filled-
withwithwithenthusiasticenthusiastic zeal.. "ItIt" waswas-

an
was-

anan exciting time for homehome-

economics
home-

economicseconomics ., There were so manymarrymany-

different
marry-

differentdifferent discoveries being made .

Better ways to freeze , dry andand-

preserve
and-

preservepreserve foods . ImprovementsImprovements-
made

Improvements-
mademade in nutrition . ResearchResearch-
done

Research-
donedone on fabrics . And the warwar-

brought
war-

broughtbrought even more discoveriesdiscoveries-
and

discoveries-
andand better ways to do things . "

FollowingFolIowing herh r retirementretirement-
from

retirement-
fromfrom the University in 1959 ,

Fohn-HansenFohnHansen- was honored withwith-
aa round-the-worldroundtheworld- - trip , sponsorsponsor-sponsor-
ed

sponsor-
ed

¬-

ed 'byby' by friends , "EveryEvery" placeplace-
had

place-
hadhad its charm , its own appeal ,"
she reminisced .

Returning to Fairbanks ninenine-

months
nine-

monthsmonths later , Lydia continuedcontinued-
'to

continued-
to"toto'to-to"'- teach weaving informallyinfonnally ,

and maintained ,. a dedicated inin-inin-

terest
in-

terest
¬-

terest in the Weavers ' Guild ,

the Episcopal Church , and otherother-
groups

other-
groupsgroups . She participated activelyactively-
inin numerous organizations upup-

until
up-

untiluntil her recent departuredepaIture fromfrom-

Fairbanks
from-

FairbanksFairbanks . Angie Geraghty , aa-

Weavers
a-

WeaversWeavers ' Guild member desdes-des-

cribed
des-

cribed
¬-

cribed Lydia saying , "SheShe" is alal-alal-

ways
al-

ways
¬-

ways helping ."
Fohn-Hansen'sFohnHansen'sHansensFohn.Hansen'sFohn.HansensFohnHansens-. ' colorful careercarecareer-

has
rr-

hashas given her the unique opporoppor-oppor-
I

¬-
I -

tunity ofofobservingobserving FairbanksFairbanks-
develop

Fairbanks-
'develop'developdevelop'! from its gold rush daysdays-

to
days-

toto the city it is today .,

Citing the pipeline boom asas-

a
as-

aa good thing for both the citycity-
and

city-
andand the stateJitate , Fohn-HansenFohnHansenFohnHansen-
said

-

said that she was optimisticoptimistic-
about

optimistic-
aboutabout the future' of Fairbanks .

"FairbanksFairbanks" ', has been on 'thethe'the-
verge

'the-
verge

''verge of extinction several timestimes-
in

times-
inin its brief historyhistoryt,,'" she said ,

"butbut" each time , it survives ,

and then it comes back eveneven-
stronger

even-
strongerstronger . "


