‘Arctic John' d&m
pipeline ownership

By Bill Hess

Tundra Times

Arctic” John Etalook says
that 3,050 67/100 feet of the

~ Trans-Alaska pipeline belongs

to him, and if the owners want

it back, they not only must
_have it condemned, they must

_ pay for it. The same holds true

- for the Dalton Highway, a 48.
. inch pipeline valve, a smalll
. building and its contents, and a

helicopter pad.

Etalook, who is 92 vyears
old, made the claim in a law-
suit which charges the State
of Alaska, Alyeska Pipeline
Service Company and the dif-
ferent oil companies and their
subsidiaries which actually own
the pipeline with “wiilful and
intentional trespass” upon his

m allotment *‘for Ihc pur-
- pose of making a profit.”
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Late last August, U.S. Dis-

trict Court Judge James von

der Heydt ruled in Etalook's
favor that the State of Alaska
and Alyeska had not followed
proper procedure when they
the Dalton Hiighway
“the haul road™ and the pipe-

line across his 160-acre Native
allotment,

Last week, Alyeska officials
said they would use condem-
nation powers granted them by
the state after Etalook’s vic-
tory to seek to condemn the
portion of his land upon which
the pipeline sits.

Stephenson  said  Eralook
understood that they had the
right to condemn his land,
but that because the land had
not been acquired legally and
had been used for profit, the
pipeline now belongs to Era-
look and will have to be paid
for. He cited a Kentucky tres-
pass case to back him up.

“I've been trying o gel
them 1o bnng ‘a condemna-
tion swit  tor four years,”
Stephenson said of . Alveska's
announcement. “We wanted 10
sell them this ppeline the
bullt on Asctic John's land.”

Stephenson said that over 3
billion - barrels of il  have
been pumped through the pipe.
line since Prudhoe Bay went
inte production. “Every bar-

(Continued on Page Two)



medical care at the time, The
wmtm'mmd his cabin com-
plete  with _unopened mail.
Although Etalook reads and
speaks his own Inupiaq tongue
fluently, Stephenson says the
“mail way unopened because
~ Etalook neither speaks ‘nor
reads Engligh. |

Etalook, who had lived in
the cabin since he built it in
1937, had filed for the 160
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'l'_f‘u application was work-

stages of bureaucracy necessary
before Etalook could receive
patent, or title, to the land
when

ing its way through the last i

the pipeline officlals

“trespassed” on his land ahd

began clearing out trees and
vegetation, Stephenson said.

Land owned by Native
Americans under the allotment
act cannot be bought or sold
without permission from the
Secretary of the Interior. Ac-
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"Arctic John' seeks oil profits

(Continued from Page Two)

from the federal government

cut -off until he could use up
the money.

“Arctic John didn't profit
one penny!™ Stephenson said.

That situation could be
turned around if Etalook wins
the new suit. Although Steph-
enson said he does not know
how much the payments for
the pipeline, the haul road,
and other improvements put
on the property would equal,
he did say it would be *in
the millions, ™

Stephenson said it was nec-

essary to name the oil compan-
ies which actually own the
pipeline (Alyeska services and
maintains it for them) as de-
fendants in the suit as they
had made the profit. “If Al-
veska was the only party in
the suit, we could not re-
cover damages,” he said. )

Kay Herring, spokesperson
for Alyeska, said it is against
company policy to comment
on ongoing litigation. “We do
strenuously object to any sug-
gestions that Alyeska did noi
deal fairly with Mr. Etalook
or any other Native allotment

in obtaining easements across

Alaska lands,” Alyeska said
In a press release.

The pipeline is known to
cross at least eight other Na-
tive allotments,

The other defendants named
i the suit include; Exxon
Pipeline Company, Sohio Pipe-
line Company, Mobile Alaska
Pipeline Company, BP Pipe-
line, Inc., ARCO Pipeline Com-
pany, Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany, Phillips Alaska Pipe-
line Corporation, Union Alaska
Pipeline Company, Amarada
Hess Corporation, and the
Amarada Hess Pipeline Cor-
poration,
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