CONVENTIONS:
AFN...

Ramsey Clark, former LU.S.
Attomney General, will deliver
the keynote speech at the AFN
Annual Convention, Oct. 20.
22, at the Anchorage Westward
Hilton.

Clark, now in private prac-
tice in New York City, lobbied
on behalf of AFN during the
battle for the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act. He
served as US. Attormey Gener-
al under President Lyndon B.
Johnson and is the son of for-
mes U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tice Tom Clark.

Ramsey Clark is tentatively
scheduled to address the con.
vention at 10:50 a.m. Thurs
day, Det. 20.

The theme of this year's
convention is “1991." For
each of the three days, there
will be a separate theme re-
lated to 1991, That year marks
major changes in the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Agt
of 1971, The most significant
change 1o lake effect is that
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shareholders in the Native cor-
porations, created by ANCSA,
will no longer be prohibited
from selling their stock. Other
‘issues include protection of Na-
tive lands, stock ownership for
Alaska Natives born since 1971
and special benefits for Native
Elders.

The theme for the first day
of the convention is “199] -
Perspectives.” Thursday after-
noon, former AFN President
Emil Notti will speak on 1991,
He will be followed by a panel
discussion on 1991 perspec.
tives. The panel will consist
of representatives of village and
regional corporations, an IRA
Village Council, and possibly,
someone to give the Congress-
ional perspective. Later in the
day, Willie Goodwin, chairman
of United Tribes of Alaska, will

speak.
Earlier on Thursday, An-

chorage Mayor Tony Knowles
and Govemor Bill Sheffield
will give welcoming addresses.

The theme for Friday, Oct,
21, is “1991 - Meeting the
Challenges.” For most of the
moming, convention delegates
will break up into workshops.
Senators Ted Stevens and
Frank Murkowski are tentative-
ly scheduled to address the
convention Friday afternoon,

“1991 -~ Protecting Our Fu-
ture” is the theme of the final
day, Saturday. The delegates
will vote on general resolutions
for most of the moming, and
take up the special resolutions
on 1991, in the aftenoon. In
the afternoon, delegates will
elect a new AFN chairman for
198384,

In_addition _to _the work-

shops, there will be an infor-
mation booth set up through-
out the convention to address
questions about 1991 issues.

Delegates to the convention
will be asked to vote on six
resolutions prepared by AFN
on various 1991 issues. The
resolution address stock alien-
ation, land protection, elders,
protection of Native values,
stock protection and Natives
born since 1971.

Under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act, Alaska
Natives received title to almost
44 million acres of land and
about $965 million. State<char-
tered regional and village cor-
porations were created to man.
age the land and that portion
of the money that didn't go

directly to Alaska Native indiv-
iduals. Natives enrolled as
shareholders in the corpora-
tions.

As a protection for the Na-
tive co the act pro-
hibited shareholders from sell-
ing or transferring their stock,
except by inheritance, for 20
years. Since only those Natives
alive when the act was signed
received stock, Natives born
since then may own stock only
by inheritance.

Questions generated by 1991
changes in the act include:

* Do Natives want 1o keep
the corporations owned and
controlled by Natives?

* Are the protections pro-
vided under existing law (in
ANCSA  and  subsequent

amendments) enough?

* Should Natives born since
Dec. 18, 1971 be included
as ‘equal shareholders when the
corporations issue new stock
on Jan. 1, 19927

* Are changes in the law

needed to protect Native

lands?

Evening activities and enter-
tainment are also scheduled
throughout the convention.
Delegates are selected from
each regional corporation, with
the number from each region
determined by the population.
About 1,500 people are expec-
ted to attend.

For further information or
4 detailed agenda, contact:
Patty Ginsburg, 274-3611.

e} 2N




