found his body, In the two
years before his death he had
never been sober for more
than five days at a time.

He left two children who
are almost grown, a bereaved
mother and little else.

But }Ivln Goodlataw may
become” the symbol of the
stale’s responsibility te rural
areas in terms of .alcoholism
treatment.

A judge says he has a good
chance,

Goodlataw was arrested by
state froopers on Dec. 12,
1976 for breaking into a home,
He and his co-defendant were
drunk at the time and still suf-
fering alcohol’s impairment the
next maorning when they ap-
peared before magistrate Shel-
don Sprecker who sentenced
him to 30 days in jail with all
but two suspended. He had no
attorney when he pleaded guil-

ty.

holism treatment in Anchorage

Alvin Goodlataw

|

]

i
s 5
2#1E}

i
1
3

Ajt
il
E

i
;
HH

EE;;‘

Eg%ﬁ
P
i

:
=
H
E
fEe
HH

gz

- sumptively dead two years la-

ter.

No one is disputing the facts
of the case but in a law suit
filed by Goodlataw's mother,
Martha, on behall of his two
nearly grown children, the
state contends it had no re-
sponsibility to Goodlataw.

Judge Karl Johnstone agreed
with that contention recently
when he dismissed a case
against the state but the judge
said that it is sad that a state
rich enough to give away mon-
ey to its residents can’t take
better care of its less fortu-
nate people.

Goodlataw's mother con-

(Continued on Page Five)
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tends the state is responsible
for Goodlataw's death because
it failed to provide for his
safety and rehabilitation while
he was in state custody.

Attorney Robert Goldberg
argues that Goodlataw had a
constitutional right to be pro-
vided treatment for his alco-
holism because he was a pris-
oner. Had Goodlataw lived in
an urban setting such as An-
chorage or Fairbanks he would
have been sent to a detoxifica-
tion center at state expense.
But because he lived in Glenn-
allen he was told to find his
way to an urban center and to
pay the cost of his treatment,

Because the state failed to
treat the man with the mind of
a boy, it treated him cruelly
and unusually and caused his
death, Goldberg contends.

The argument is called ludi-
crous by Assistant Attorney
General Elizabeth Kennedy
who argued successfully that
the state responsibility to
Goodlataw ended when he was
allowed to go to the camp.

In a legal brief, Goldberg
counters that the issue is

deliberate indifference to his
physical condition when it
knew the disastrous nature of
Goodlataw’s problems.

One specific point of indif-
ference was the magistrate’s
willingness to accept Goodla-
taw's request to go to the
wilderness camp in the middle
of ' winter despite the fact
that two days before it had
acknowledged that Goodlataw
had the mental age of a 12-

year-old and although the mag-

istrate knew Goodlataw was
drinking—he didn’t know what
he was doing.

Goldberg also was critical
of the fact that Goodlataw was
allowed to take alcoholic spir-
its with him,

He characterized the case in
an urban versus rural treatment

setting because treatment in
Anchorage would have been
available while in rural Glenn-
allen, it wasn't.

“Society has an obligation
to ensure that people it has
completely under control are
not treated with shockingly
cruel indifference to their

needs.”
Goldberg points to other

cases of the state settling law-
suits where the state didn't
provide necessary treatment to

.‘ : ' r

people who later killed or in-
jured someone.

One case was where a wo-
man was stabbed to death after
she was in the same room with
?nt man who was released

rom jail prior to receiving a
psychiatric evaluation. He had
been jailed for driving under
the influence of drugs,

The woman's husband con-
tended that his wife's death
“directly resulted” from the re-
lease of the man. The state
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settled and paid a $125,000
settlement.

Another such case is the
case of James Meach who was
allowed freedom to roam the
Alaska Psychiatric Institute
and killed four Anchorage
teen-agers in a park. The state
settled that case.

Alvin Goodlataw’s mother is
willing to appeal this to the Su-
preme Court to get some an-
swers about her son's treat-
ment,




