SCIENTISTS NOTE NATIVE AID

Arctic Knowledge
Acquired Throughout

Many Generations

By CHARLES J. MALLEY
For generations. Native Alaskans living in the Arctic
accumulated scientific knowledge about their environ-
ment, but have been given very little public credit for

what they learned.

The trouble is. said one biology protessor at the Uni-

versity of Alaskac is that otticial
acknowledgement ol Native work
is usually given in scientitic puh-
lications read almost exclusively
by scientists

Thus. scientitic achievements
of Native Alaskans are not pop
ularly known. Yet, it's not un-
ustal for a person to pick up a
book on Arctic studies and wee
photographs of Natives he Knows
who have aided scientists in thei
work

Dr. Laurence biving, advisory
scientitic director and protessor
ot zoophysiology . UAL tells an
interesting story. He once spent
a number of years identifying
some 100 species of birds
Anaktuvuk

“Itowas a lot of work” sad
Trving, who has 23 vears expe-
rience in the Aretic: “Fortunate-
Iy tor me. betore starting, Simon
Pancak ot the Village of Anaktu-
vuk came to me with a Iist of
all Tocal bids and then Fskimo
Sadnies

“Simon even Knew the habiis
ol the birds! 1 also tound out
that another scientist. De Jun
Morrow, was given d new species
ol trout by Simon.™

Dro bving also credited Pere
Sovahk o Barrow (and his an-
cestors) with possessing accutate
scientitic knowledge of the many
Kinds of white fish in the lakes
Sovalik- has worked with the
Aretic Rescarch Baboratory at
Barrow

And i AHD Balev's we
known hook on Aretic bids
considerable credit v wiven 1o
the Natnve Brower tamilv
Battow, sad Do Teang

Buailey acknowledged e the
hook that ot alb the species of
bitds now . the Brower tamily
provided most ot the tnst known

speatmens o saenee

Mamy Natives have been cred
ited with aiding scientitic study
in the Arctic and it would ke
a ot of newspaper space to
name them all Untortanatety
as Do Bhiving agrees. their work
iy cited i publications that are
not widely read

Scientitic knowledge in the
mundy ot Natives remains un
wiitten except mocases where
they have aided scientists who
have published the material

D By pomts om that by
ologsty Who stady e the Arctie
are concerned chiethy with an
alvtical Taboratony work, wihile
the body o Native saentitic
Knowledee v based on obsersa

fron

CIes my hope that more N
LIVES COme oo us ay saen
tnts by obtainmyg formal educa
tons.” he sads T That way they
e take w mote propes tole
scientitic study. The Nanive
would also have the advantage
of a natural body of knowledge
handed down 1o i through
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the years.

I'he reason why Eskimos have
such a thorough knowledge of
their — environment, including
fish, plants. animals and humans
tound in it,is an impressive one.

Dr. Trving points out that Es-
Kimos can reach back in time for
many generations to find their
truths, while most white men in
America can’t go back beyvond
grandparents.

Citing Sir John Richardson’s
account ot the  tamous  lost
Franklin expedition in the Are-
tic, Trving recalled reading that
Eskimos have occupied the Tong-
estospan of time any people
have staved in one environment
in the history of man.

=1 guess that Kind o a record
says something about the aceu-
mulated Knowledge - screntitic
and moother areas that Eski-
mos possess,” said the UA pro-
tesson

Another interesting story was
related by Dro Fred Milan, an an-
thropologist who inrecent vears
has led the International Biologi-
cal Program’s team o medical
scientists inastudy ot the peo-
ple of Wainwright. During 25
vears, Milan has studied while
living in Arctic villages

The scientist told ot an expe-
rience he once had in Northwest
Greenland. One day e went by
a tippyT Kavak trom his camp
to the Village ot Thule. an ki
mo settlement. There he met o
man named Odak

oo Milan's  astonishment,
Oduk had been 1o the
Pole with Peary, the tamous ex-
ploter

“We o were witting talking o
Odak’s Milan.
“when the old man started um-
maging through o boxo Stiinyg,
screwdrivers and harpoon heads
came trom the box :

“Einally. Odak tound what
e was looking tor & paper
certiticate announcing his “Hon-
orahle: Membenship in the bx-
prorens Club.”

Ihis modest Eskimo had been
a part of one of the most daring
expeditions undertaken v the
fistory ot man, but had prob-
ably never been credied tor

Satd Milan, Tear weren™t ton
people Tike Odak, we probably
wouldn™t be veny L
the Arctic today

Tncanswer toa bFebooeditonal

said he

house.™ sand

dhead in

i the Tundia Times citing the
sotrowtul lack o recognition
given to the scientific accom-

plishments of Natives. D ving
wiote:

“Iam mdebted o many b
Kimo friends tor hospitality ., in-
formation and help in studying
physiological  adaptations  that
cnable birds, mammals general-
Iy and people to live comfort-
ably in the Arctic. Without thei
help T know g hittde and see
much more that could be learn-

Indiscussing another sub-
ject. the UA scientist gave thiee
reasons why he thinks the tu-
ture of Natives in Alska iy an
“exeiting” one: oil, the Alaska
Natives Land Claim Settlement
Act and the emergence of 12
Native corporations.

"I look to the corporations
to be a valuable guide and bal-
ance to the whole development
ol Alaska’s future,” he said,
and it looks like the young Na-
tive leaders are extremely com-
petent and will become a power-
ful force in guiding the future ot
their people.™

Dr. Trving has proposed that
the Department ot the Interior
utilize Natives and other Jocal
residents as guides and hosts for
the 83 million acres of federal
land  proposed for withdrawal

by Washington.

The advantage would be two-
told. he believes, first insuring
residents of an income and. sec-
ond, using the people who can
best acquaint visitors with
given locale in a short period
of time.

“Nutives have a genuine pride
in their land.” said Trving. “They
are bright, triendly and enjoy a
delighttul sense ot humor. This
makes  them pertect hosts in
their own home”

Besides, he added. many out-
brought i 1o perform
such work are more apt to con-
sider an assignment to a remote
area Tnotoquite the way 1o
move up m [hk‘ "\IIL‘-IIX\‘)J(V\
They wouldn't make the bewt
hosts™

siders

Anthropologist Milan said the
Settlement Act brings power to
Natives in nolities, education
and economics. Unless Natives
are economically  successtul,
their way of lite may eventually
be eradicated.”

And both men agreed that a
successtul and increasing Native
population will serve as a sta

iizing influence i an Alaskan
society in which  the  greater
white  population iy Largely

trainsient



