
Editorial CommentConlnlellt-ConlnlelltComment-Conlnle-

lltVoices
Comme-

ntVoices
-

Voices , Some SoftSo ,

Some Not So Soft . . .

WhileWhileewe\\ee\\ heard flattering rcnurksrellurkremarks, from thethc locallot'allotallot'al-

daily

local-

daily
'

daily newspapernewpaper, about our effortseffort, to correctt'orn'cttornctt'orn'ctHOllg' .' wrongs\HOllgHOllg\ ' innit .,

the pastpat, dealtdeall our NativeNaliHNatise' peoplepl'opleplople' by theIhc powerIHI\\el"lIHIel"lellpowers\ ", that bebcbc-

e

.,

we\\ee\eerewere\\ereere\ sorryorry, to hear someomc, ratherrathcr severe'e\cre'eecre' \ criticismcritidm, ofofourourour-

younger

our-

youngeryounger leadersleadel"lleadell" and theirthl'irthlir' attorneysattorlll') ' principallyprindpally regardingregarding-

Ihe

regarding-

thetheIhe Anaktuvuk PassPa. situationituation., ., The bonebonc of contentioncontention-

therc
contention-

theretheretherc isi , that the Alyeska"IekaIeka" ) , ServiceSen l'ele' Co . wantswant, to move aa-

ma.ive
a-

massivemassivema.ivemaive. traffic of great tonnagestonnage' of equipment rightright-

through
right-

throughthrough , or hardhanl by ,. the village into the Prudhoe HayBayBay-

uea
Bay-

areaareauea: .

For over three years'l'al"llall)' ' " now , theIhe AlaskaAlaka, NativeNalive C'l.iimsCl.iimsCliimsCI.limCIlimClaimsClaims-

Settlement

'
. .,

Settlement Act hasI"" been law signed.ignedigned. by PresidentPre ident RichardRit'hardRithardRichard-
N1

'
MN11 . Nixon on DecemberDel'cmbcrDelcmbcr' ISIX , 1971 which gave the NativesNatheNatives-

right

.
right to selectelect, landsland, around their villagesvillage, . ThisThi . isi. in thethe-

proce
the-

processprocessproce, and thethc Anaktuvuk PassPa. land selectionelection, activity isiis-

no

,
no exceptionexcept on . TheThc way it lookslook, now isi , that AlyeskaAlyekaAlyekaC-

ontinued

AlyeskaC-

ontinued

,
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)equipment

1-

)equipment

)

equipment traffictrafficwillwill be moving through the townshipstown'ihip'itownihipitown'ihip'i-
e

townships-
established

' '
establishedtablbhede through the authority of the claims act..

ThisThi . isi . a post claimsclaim. era - truly an era in which thethe-

selectionselectionIection efforts of the village landsland . should bear respectrespect-
and

respect-
andand honor under the Act.. It was unfortunate that thethe-thethe-

socalled
the-

socalled
-

so-calledsocalled- Hickel HighwayHighwaywaswas allowed to go throughthrough-
Anaktuvuk

through-
AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk PassPa.sPas. someome yearsyear. ago . One of the reasonsrea ons thatthat-

might
that-

mightmight have allowed thisthi . to happenhJppen: may haveha e been thethe-

rather
the-

ratherrather nebulousnebulou. and complex directiondire tion the claimsclaim. efforteffort-
wa

effort-
waswaswa . goinggoingatat the time before it waswa. aimed at a moremore-

de
more-

desireddesiredde ired direction . If this hadhad not been so , it wasWa'iWai' the timetime-

for
time-

forfor the leadership of the Arctic Slope and the AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
Pa

Anaktuvuk-
PassPassPa s people to protest the establishmentC'itabli.hmentCitabli.hmentCitablihment' . of the road .

Once the Act waswa<; signedigned<; , it shouldhould have been thethe-

time
the-

timetime for all partiespartie. to start.tarttart. thinking ofofanan
, aljernateIsernateIernate$ routeroute-

becaue
route-

becausebecausebecaue., ,., then ,, it became clearly apparent that the villagevillage-

of
village-

ofof Anaktuvuk PassPa.sPas. would be selecting itsit . townshipstown.hiptownhiptownships-
immediately

. .
immediately around itsit ! surroundingsurrounding, .

It looksloo "!> extremely clear to usU'iUi' at4It the presentpr ent timetime-

that
time-

thatthat the village isi! trying seriouslyseriouly! to protect its landsland. thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers traditionally used1Ied, in their subsistencesub i.tenceitence. activitiesactivitiC\activitiCactivitiC-
As

\ .

As we have said , this isi'iii' a postpo t claims era . Under thisthithis-

era

.;
era ,. we alsoabo need "strongstrong" voices .

" For the greatestgreate t part ,.

these are voices to protect thetile NativeNa live lands that havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen selectedselectedoror are in the process of being selectedIected . WeWe-

wi.h
We-

wishwishwi.hwih. to say that there isi . no one voice thatthatspeakthatspeaksspeaksspeak for allall-

Ala

all-

AlaskanAlaskanAla kan people . ThisThi . countrycountrycalled'calledcalled-called'-' America hasha . longlong-

been
long-

beenbeen hailed for itsit-ititcultural-. cultural and political diversitydiveT\itydiveTity\ . AsA . aa-

statestate.tatetate. , AlaskaAlaka, isi . perhaps more culturally diversediveT\ediveTe\ than anyany-

other
any-

otherother . AlaskanAlakan, NativesNative. in their own right have varied andand-

unique
and-

uniqueunique viewpointsviewpoint. and backgroundsbackground , . Therefore , at thisthithis-

time

.
time , "strongstrong'trongtrong"'' voicesVOiC " are needed to properly protectprotect-
selectedselectedelected landslamb . We welcome new voicesvoice ,. someome ofofwhichwhichwhich-

We

which-

wewe do not alwaysalway" agree with It isi . when the Native peoplepeople-

are

people-

areare silent that we begin to worry .


