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EDEDITORSITOfis MOTENOTE this article cesorwesorwas pro for puitifi
two years 6oo00 buthut sristillI1 I1 seems timely kM I1lietlikt44a 4cwtrrcwrrfitevfitct 0
the authorr iiss a preitiprectipracticingc in g athorneatforneattorneyy in whihnweehh4osnwhitnWhiHn dcv4wDC whe
servesarvesrves as 99mrnerolii counsel to shie alsocassocasfrecihnwin 4frn AWKHA
indian aksarfoirs conjonjna a mmiiwrhuml6or off ndffi14&sn triestrilmtriamS httwhtowaw lk
interiorifiterior department rwnor the floskisaloskisAJ aka fi6wsonawefwe anfn orof motives hhe v
inincluded in 14airpmtheir pmpoeedpontodpotod ifdimwbmw caec4eclaimscloimsims wilsills mr LZTUS
suggestion heHO proposesprfosespropeses creation of onan ontkoly1operateefitirelyefi tirely sopiifcn nativanotivenativ4
landsanas boordboard to investigate and determinedmiadmino native land owner-
ship and use

alaskasalanskas campaign to dispose of property around georgeorge90
lakeloke 125 milesfror4miles from fairbanksfai abanksrbanks and accessible only by air
eended in hasty withdrawal

less ththanonaa month after the filing pfapvaava vrewrittenitten protestprofestprobestpro fest ay6yoy
native leadersodersIft andona in thethewok6wake ofwofofa widespreadide spread publicpublicitytty e
S fatetote abandoned its previously announced plansan toJR promopromoteto the
sale of wildernesswildrn6ssestotesestates I1 ll11 to wealthy investors attendingatterAing
the worlds7 coirfoirair

like the sioux at little bighornbig horn though the indians of the
remote tanacrosstanocroxTanTano acrosscrox s areaprea may have gainedsained0 onlyalynly a brief respiterespito
from the ultimate loss ovaheirof cheiriheir homeland
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tanacrosstonocrossTanTonoacrosscross is notriot aloneC min facingfacin g thatthotthotprperilpr ill11

for the 43000 natives of alaska indians4ndians ewimosoEWieskimosmosoandnd
aleutsaleuns who comprise almost 20 ra of the statesstotes population
land still is ththe basis6sisasis of existence from the subsistence
hunter at barrowborrow farfor north of thearchicthearcticthe arctic circle tolb the comm-
ercial salmon fishermen at metlokotlaatmetlokotlaMetlokotla well over aai thousand
miles toto the sosoutheastWhedif most natives to this day gogainin thetheirir
livelihood directly from natural products

at least equally signifysignifisignificantcant in ttermse
i

rms of future human dev-
elopmentelop ment the use and Oispossessionsession of land solidly rooted in
tradition and culture givegivethgivet6to the individualind iMAI native a sense of
security which heheboinothebohasinotnot yet been able to find eleewelsewelsewherear6r in
our society with all its material benefits and all its welfare
programs

although the time schedulesched0oschedlo willvarymwillvawill varyfr6mrym village to villagevillogvillag
and the process of change lastlost for generations no 0oneo-no
expects realistically that a native huntinghuntfnghunftnt and fishing
economy thm thethelonglong runryn can endure in alaska the game Is
becoming more scarce children learn newnow skills at school
and burgeoning industrial or commercial enarentrenterprisespr is0

i s 0offer
increased opportunity for wage work I1

the key question then is whether in making the transitransitiontiai
to a money economy the natives baof alaskaaas1as6 will have as their
own capital assetasslit a fair shareshore of itthehe innatural resources which
their ancestors enjoyed unchallenged for centuriescenturie S

the federal government whichaicabch alone concan answerr that
question for almost61mit 10010 ayearsoyearsyears has refused to decide indeed
beginning with the 1867 treaty1treoij between russia anandd the
united statesirstatesistates under which jurisdiction oyerover aiasalaskaika was
acquired this countryscountrys policy towards the original inin-
habitants of ahelhee abeaaieaarea conconsistentlysistei nily hashimo

W 1
been marked by un-

certainty inaction and nond little confusion
As a consequence and ironically while natinationalonal concern

is acubcufocussedfocusscdasedssed upon the needsneads of mminorityT
t

w
narityority groups we find that

native land 1 rights in alaska oreor0 today more seriouslyseriougly
threatened thanihan at anany other time in history

THE LEGAL background
the act of may 17 1884 providing ia civil government foror

the Terilterritoryteriliaryiary of alaska decladicladeclaredred that the natives4nativos shall not
be disturbed in the possession of anyarty lands actually in their
use and occupation or now cclaimedlaaimedimedi by them but theifie termsforms
under which such persons may acquire title tot such lands is
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