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Critical thoughts ,on BLMBLM-

interim

BLM-

interim

BLM-

interiminterim management ofof-

Nativeselected
of-

Nativeselected\. Native-selectedNativeselected--
,
landslandsT-

heThe conflictconllict betweenbetweep Cook Inlet villagevjUag, andaitd regionalregional-
selections

regional-
selectionsselections and the SusitriaSusitna River dam project raises severalseveral-
questions

several-
questions

,

questions worthy of thought.. .

During the overly long implementationimplemeptatfon of the ., landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims act , it liasaaslas been the policy of the Bureau off LandLand-
Management

Land-
ManagementManagement to require letters'letters' of non-objectionnonobjectionnon"bjectionnonbjection-"- from NaNa-NaNa-

tiye
Na-

tive
¬-

tivetiye corporations before approving projectsprojec s on federalfederal-
land

federal-
landland selected by , Native groups under the act..

'

Apparently there is , aaacatchcatch . Although none of thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative corporations involved in the JJusitna5usitna$usitna land issue , inin-inin-

cluding
in-

cluding
¬-

cluding Cook Inlet Region , Inc . , have submitted letterslettep; ofof-
non"bjection

of-
nonobjectionnon-objectionnonobjectionnon"bjectionnonbjection-" to the issuance of a permitpennit to the Corps ofof-
Engine

of-
EngineersEngineersEngineEngineersforrs .forfor-for.- soil testing in the1ethe area , BLM has decided itit-

will
it-

willwill issue the permitpennit anyway because it claims the broaderbroader-
public

broader-
publicpublic interest will best be served by this'this' energy projectproject-
going

project-
goinggoing forward .

We agree with BLM that there willil-l.ki-llk. be manymany-

farther
any opporCPpor-CPporCPpor-

tunities
? ¬-

tunities fartherdowndown the line to halt'halt' hat:. thethedam project ifif-

Native
if-

NativeNative land rights cannotannot.fannotf., be;>epeacefully"accoepeacefullyaccopeacefullypeacefullypeacefullyaccomodated"accomodatedodated while-whilewhile-

the
while-

the
while-

the
.--

the Corps carriescanies out engineeringengri.eeriee. ing'studiesingstudies' studies forfotfoir a year or so .

But we are weUwelt aware of the tendency of many bureaubureau-bureau-
cratic

bureau-
cratic

¬-

cratic agencies to .
:; regard the firststf1 step in a.a.,a constructionconstmcticonstruction-

project
nn-

projectproject as the point of nono '- returnr-eturn'- returnr-eturn'return .;, Sure , the soils testingtesting-
may

testing-
maymay only be preliminarypre1i11inary , but with the sinking of the firstfIrst-

test
first-

testtest drill into SusitnaSusUna soil , youyou-willyouwill.- will'Will' notice a gleam in thethe-

eyes
the-

eyeseyes of a small group of dam .devoteesdevotees.,de.votdevot. es who will stop atat-

virtually
at-

virtuallyvirtually nothing to see thethe-theproject,.- project through to the bitterbitter-
end

bitter-
endend .

In the meantime , the Natives arearee. forced into lengthylengthy-
and

*"

and costly litigation in order to reassert land rightspghts thatthat-

were
that-

werewere supposed to have been firmlyfmnly establishedestablished in 1971..

This is so unjustunjus' on its face that it shouldshowd require no furfur-fur-
ther

fur-

ther
-¬-

ther comment . Native corporations have paid dearly for .

the act already".*.
We cannot'cannot' believebeli ve that the letter of non-objectionnonobjectionnon"bjectionnonbjection-"- ,. :

policy prior to approval of any public use of Native-selectNativeselectNative-select-Native-select-.JNativeselect.JNativeselect.JJNativeselect.J-
ed

Nativeselect-
ed

--- ¬- .'

ed lands was to beb !:'
'a meremere formalityfonnality ;;, to bebe'lightly'whbelightlywhbe' lightlylightly'whiskedlightlywhiskedlightly'whisked-

aside

' whiskedskeaskeaa-
sideaside . It was establishedestablish d becausebecausbecause'itbecauseitit'it'' is right that Natiye.cotrNatiyecotrNativecor-NativecorNativecor-
porations

Nativecor-
porations

., --
porations , on theththve\veve\' verg- e'bfverg- ebfvergeofggJ'ofJ'ofJof'':;' receiving long-awaitedlongawaited10ng-awaitt10ngawaittlong-awaitedlongawaited--- l title toto-tto-

their
-

thektheir land , shouldsh u1dhave'someu1dhavesome;; have ;
', some 'saysay"say

'say
" ;;, in the/managementthemanagementthe'managementthemanagementthe'mthem/, ' n gem nt of '-

those Jandslands whilewhil ""'BLM\'waddles'BLMBLM'waddleswaddles' BLMBLM
\'"'waddles through Its'its' nightmarishnightmnightmarish-

implementation
rish ,

implementationimplementatiimplementatinn processprprocesse'ssess' . r,
.

The breakdownkdQ\I1kdQI1\'(,. 'ofof'o.fo.fof'of' . BLM'sBLMsJJLM'sJJLMs' non-objectionnonobjectionnc-onco?,! -- jecti.onjection. letterJett r policy
argues strongly for the federalfedralfed ral land'land'' interimmtenm .managementsmanagementsman.agemenhmanagemenhman.agemenh-
plan

management-managementmanagement-
plan

. .

-

plan advocated byly) thethe' :Alaska Federation . of Natives . ?jUn-jUnjUn-
der

? UnUn-UnUn-

der
-':-'

}>;.

der thisths planplanj; landd managementmanagement duringtheduiinghe);, .AlaSkaAlaSka.AlaSka42lf.Alaska d-dddetj4-2lf42lfd2tde4d2tde4- (detj11-

bate
r:

bate andn'dnd' land! d claims'1claims1claims'lclaimslclaimsrrcoriveyance' conveyanceorlv' ync wouldould
.
Ojebe'ee

'
: carriedcarriedoufcarriedoute1 \oufouf\ ).,

*

under policies thatthat.wouldthatwould, ,.wouldwould'protectthewouldprotecttheprotect ' ':.thethe.,thethenghts\,
srights\nghtsnghtsrights , ofof: Dative1JativcblatiiO,blatiiO-

people
''

people .againstagainst
., the arbitraryarbiraryarbitrary(

' : ' invocation ' of a questionableqquestionable-
public

estionable J;!
public interestinterest"vtint rest :. ,

'"
' /"vt"vtvt/,' c""'

F' Y*" ".

, vf1J1

A;: *''99-

AnotherAnotherlotherA ,;, moremore subtlesubtle , issueJraisedbytthe'Susitn1atfpro-issueJraisedbytthe'Susitn1atfproissueJraisedbyttheSusitn1atfproissueJriissueraised1by, sedby[
; ;, the'SusitheSusithe'SusitrtatheSusitrta''' nXpro-nXpronXpro-

ject
pro-propro-

ject
-- ,

jectissueJraisedbytthe'Susitn1atfproject, .isis.
.istheS" ;;( the !

., relationshiprelrelationshipbetween-AlaskarelationshipbetweenAlaskationship "
,

;: b/etwiebetwieb/ . tWe I\A1IA1\";VAlaskaNative;- ska)}, NNativejregloilalNativejregloilal-
anddvillager

tiveitreitori? regioiial1 -,

andJJviUagefcbfp6fationsanddvillagericorporationsan(1an1an(1uvillaganddvillager( uvillag, ;

;.icorporationsofp iations .: ' 'TherqTherqThe'The ,t'questiontquestion'questionstston'fwon'fwonfw'}j'wasasS "
, raised'aisedaised' "byby"by-

Chickal

"'
; byby-

Chickaloon'MooseCieekattorney-ChickalChickal-Chickaloon-'MooseCieekattorneyChickaloon'MooseCieekattorneyMooseCieekattorney- onMooSe:-' "creekcreek",
!, att mey' EdgarEdgaryPaiil'

, Paw BBoyyk
'
ko f\ffhoVvho:4Vvho4Vvho:-

4asserted
\hohoJ:J '

assertedaSse d 'thatthat';that,
t villageg .- corporationsrP9. ! involvedinvolveinvolvedI'MJ:I'MIMin' '

,
the , SusitnajSSusitratft

'

+

dani1damdam"conflictdamconflict"'' conflictconftict mightmlgttt do better'going.tobettergoing.tobettergoingtobetter'gomgbettergomgbettergolngbetter '"'goln-ggolng- .' to Congressongress forjreliefforrrellefflforrrelleffl-
on"t1i

forreliefforrelief-
on"their

, r?
*

onon"t1iont1ion"theirontheir"' 'theirtheir'" ir owno'WnoWn'

., In his '"
view'YY'- iew;, ' it , doesri6tnecessarilydoesesri<?, ;:;

,
notnecessarily;,

; cessari1Y , niakeyjin'akehinakeh' ,,

sense for the regionregion toto-
-

t-
o

togivegiveve the villages
,.
lands it feels 'arcarcareare-

equal

'areare-

eq1equaleq1! in "vvvalueue to those proposedpr9Pp d forforlin.lnd-

al- in.lnda
l-
inlndainundation!. !on byytte,:

"
the'the' ! .:'

dam
*' and "thenflien lobby CongressCongress ' for payment forfor'laiidsforlaiids' lands "lostlost10stllost,

by10stlbythe region , or0' additional acreage in the amount underuJid " '

water , especiallyespeciallywhenwhen the villagesvillag s surrender twptWQtwo waterwater-water-
logged

water-
logged

¬-
logged acres for every acre they ultimately receive .

1'i1i''<;';;"; .-' 'n.f\f'J-fn.ffJfn.fnff'JfJf.;!\' '{4-

not
,!:;';- ,'ii>'"+ [ K '':. !'> <

-
.tt.;C+ t) " ; ( .tt". I '?;H frfri.J/i.Ji.Ji.JTiIt'i'/ .",. TiIt'iTiIti, "' ' 'rr' : iJ'PiJP' 'II'. '

/ , t'<. a4:I-IIIt-risItrist1Snot:'- : ourmtentiontoourlmtentiol", (to omment onthe:,. mentsinerits'ofineritsofinerits'of-
the

0r
theth , land'deallanddealtand.dealtanddealland'

.
deal proposedprop Sed , bjrbybY;; CoblrlnletConletCo

okicommentRegion9n.theokicommentRegion9nthetookicommentRegion9n.the
k"tnlet'RktnletR" 'Regionlnci 1 ; ' :l1Inc : 'HH' How-jHowjHowHow-

ever
w-

I| ever ,,":wcwOverdo' do ji fefeeHfeelthatzthefightl ,> thatatlt1 .jthe,the jright;
; ight rof(,ofof-villagecorporation's'toofvillagecorporation's'tovillagecorporationsto:-villagevi1I ge ,:corporationsrpratiratinstonsto' :'to

'
;

J"wheerJwheer!
"

;wheelarildealofvillagecorporation's'towheelarildeal;rid ;d a1'ontha1onth'on :theirownslioiildkbeiroWnsh:;
,

; Icl be ftrin1yfirmly: establishedstatilish
.

'dd :, ,

tyWer 'corporationstoWe\WeWe'awarethafthe'abillWe'aretrWearetrWe'aretraware
\'ai$'awarethafthe'abillawarethaftheabill' awareaware ; : thatthethat ,

, the 'ability"
,;, ofrimanymany: ,

,
villagecorpprationsjVill.village

" "corporations;00 tatioDS'-

I

,

'II'ktbktbwheel'ii'towheel:wheelwhe fiuandgridddeal: 'dealdeal' successfullyccsSfY: ISis stillstiU-
Yiii
iniii' thet1the'earlytheearlythe'earlystages':' earlyrl stagestage's'oftagesof'' bfoff,.

;*l44growthx.tir9WthgrowthItgrowthx.tgrowthxtgrowthx.tIt'ieoux'thinkirig$\'|. ItIt'ieoux'thinkirigItieouxthinkirig'isis' is/piirispiir/'out;?' thinking-thinkingthinkingffiatthinkirig\tJthinkirigtJ\'
-:
gdehygffiattliiatat theVsuffiestiqnjmade'ibytheVsuffiestiqnjmadeibythe'ltheltheuggestionm' sugg§ sti n '!,,; madedehy'(? by)

, r
*

,

tBj aBoykoBoykok ' '- argues
a- rgues';= arguesS jtrongly7fbrvstronglystro ly/flyf"

/;forr; aharl\arlarlidan !\ idea-ideaideathatiyillagesid a:- thatiyillagestha'Y.illa8thaY.illa8thaYilla8that(;
;'. gesim'themthein .:' the ;

' DorDo-DoDDo-
yon

-:?
"{yon '; regioniiegion "'hhavesuccessfullyve ;',

,
succsuccssfullyssfully " ' put.1put1put .,,' mtointo ; practicpvillaractice"ThepvillaracticeThepvillaractice"Th-

etenor
ftrTh;;" : m: '

'jj' : terlortenorterlor'IVi11ageAssOci'IVi11age\AssOci'IVi11ageIVi11ageAssOci'Village \

,
Associatioriitioril: , :t, ;{

"

.
+

! \
'

il!ilrr:
j.(rr:. :t{ }

°
'

\)r F. )

: :>' , ), ,;,,Th.iSThiS:This.organizationinitiallyThisorganizationinitially.''. ation ,! initial1,. drdrawingWing ontiIenfrecru.ltontiIenfrecrultontalent:, recnuted. J(
:
"

, ,

,'
fromfronfrom'ttie'rregionalfromttierregional'Ith'eIthe1t1' ''regiohalJipoiporationHwas"sef-Up'regiohalJipoiporationHwas"sefregiohalJipoiporationHwassefUp'regiona1 ,:'orPoration1.wa1r'SetUporPoration1.wa1rSetUporPoration1wa1rSetUpcorporation ,;,.waswas,..wasset

'
";',set -

: up . toprovideto';provideprovide'onprovideon
'

_

'on ¬=

"

'

,going"gomggomg",
.;" , technicalt cl;cal ,;* legalle8aI

, and myestmeritmyestmeritassistanceinvestm'eritinvestmeritinvestment , assistancesSistne to-DbybntoDbybnto ;,-DDoyonDoyon-
villages

y n
, yfllages.VTheyfllagesVTheyillagest.l'Theassistance'is'packageayillagest.lTheassistanceispackageayillagestlTheassistanceispackagea;villages .};.iThe'assistanceiTheassistance' 'assistanceassistance': ' is'packagedispackagedpackagedis ' in.in'seyeritlinseyeritl;

,

'seyerseveral difdifferentferent for-forfor-
mats

for-
mats

-:-=
, , matsmatsYand'andnd sold tto'particfpatingtoparticfpatingto 'pai1ipai1i'particfpatingpating'villageswhpatingvillageswh' villages '

,whowh6 "alsoalsols'lsp" \pppaya\payjamby"a'myam"; 'mo-momo-

dest'fee'to
--

:

.dest'fee'todestfeetodest/fdestfdest'fee'todestfeeto./'' e ' to ]

'

,
'paypay'payitiiepaytheJ lufi 'overhe"ad:4Naturallysoverhead4Naturallys'overheadverh

,d" :.$ NaturallyNaturll fstteDsuch anan brganizaoI'fianizaoIfianizaorganiza-organizaorganiza-
tion ' :- ,'

:. tiohtion ,. ,haVhhas-speededhasspeededS '"- speeded
s- peeded"-speeded IJ, thethegrowth'rgrbwth, gi Wthf'ofWthfof' 'bfoffamanagerialz; managerialmanageri1 Xcapabilitµ

,capabilitycapability-
among

'
atDQngamong

'
the. .villageyillage. , . , "

'

.corporationscornorationSr,. . . . :,' without
_ " .,

impingingimpmgi
. . "

ggon'theironon'theirontheiron'their-
'ind

on,'. '
. theirtheir-

independenceofaction.anddecision
.

'indindindependenceindependenceofaction.anddecisionindependenceofactionanddecisionepen'ddenceo,;bfraction .anuanu. and decisiondec !'onp.;;; --
, ,

in 4' " "additionaddition8ddition , the
'

, SsoCiatassociationassociationn rprovidesi providesprovides , a non-politicalnonpoliticalnonpoliticalpolitical-
pressure

- t

,

.

pressureppressure1re chamber\whereregional-vulagecpnflictschamberwhereregionalvulagecpnflictscchamberer\ ,vhere"regional-vilvhere"regionalvhereregionalvilvhere"regionalvilNage'conflictshe ])" ii iialviI:-!>Nage'conflictsNageconflicts:;' ctS 19of eveneven-

they
ven,

thethey!. most pbscureobscureobscure ';, haturenaturenaturecancan-becanbecan'becanbe-' be deddpressunzedde-pressurizeddepressurizedpressurized--pressunzedpressunzed--
'

, ." andand
' dealtdealt-

with
dealtdealt-

withwith: cpolycoolyooly andnd'objectivelyndobjectivelyandobjectively,'objectively :. tN;N-

TheYlnterior
_

"-The'toiteridrThetoiteridr-TheYlnteriorTheYlnterior11iif '.Iriteri r Village'YillagYillag'VillageVillage' :>AssoCiation,
,Association'sAssociations', is notnnot'rraa cure-allcureall-- , andand-

'Cook
and-

Cook'CookCook' InletInlet.aridInletaridInlet.andInletand. and itsts"villagestsvillages"villages maymaymaynotbe'nn,'not* , be' headedhheadedforaded .forfor,
.for aaclash., clash ,

butbut'villagesbutvillages' villages , being the ' basicbbasicsic , irreducible ' foundation of NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive socio-economicsocioeconomicsocio-eoonomicsocioeoonomicsocio-economiceconomic--- organizationijanizati n , havetlave' ' the'righttherightthe"rightthe '" right to self-selfself-
direction

self-
direction

self-
direction

-

direction and the ability "ofof"" , villagesvillages'tovillagesto' to'to' make good solidsolid-
decisions

solid-
decisionsdecisions in a dizzy , dynamicdytantancc,_ politicalpoliti a1 '{:world couldould bebe-

greatly
be-

greatlygreatly enhanced by
.

the formationfformation"of"theirformationoftheirmmationation '"'oft"thtth". " theirii"

ownown-associa-ownassociaownassocia-
tion

- associaass cia-ciacia-

tion
¬-

tion .
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