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By JEFF RICHARDSONRICHARDSON-

Mike

RICHARDSON-

MikeMikeMike Gravel would like to buildbulld a dam , two dams in fact . TheThe-

Democratic
The-

DemocraticDemocratic Senator from Alaska hasas beenbe n nudgingnudgipg legislationlegislation-
throughthroughthrough-through'CongressthroughCongresslegislationthrough'Congress*'- Congress to pay for studies to determinedetennine if damming thethe-
S

the-
SusitnaSusitnaS sitna River at two points in its upper reaches would be physicallyphysically-
andand economically feasible .

TfieTheTh dams would provide electricity totto Anchorage ,. the newnew-
capital

new-
capitalcapital atatWillowat-WillowatWillow-WillowWillow-, and possiblyp ssibl Fairbanks . Gravel'sGravels' legislation wouldwowould-
provide

ldld-

provideprovide the UJSu.sus.. . Army Corps of Engineers with $5.455.45545$5.4-5$5.4545$ .- million forfor-
its

for-
itsits first year of study of thetlie feasibility of the project .

Among otherther problems with this ide'aideade' right hownowri w is the fact thatthat-
the

that-
thethe dams , if everver built , would flood landsJands selected by four villagevillage-
corporationS

villag-
ecorporationscorporations in the Cook Inlet Region under terms of the 19711971-

land
1971-

landland claimsclabns act andnd.andaandand.asu*. subsequentsu sequent special land swap . '

-allegedbyAllAD of the problems with the project , including those alleged
by conservation groups , have taken on a certain urgency becausebecau thethe-
CorpsCorps of Engineers wants to test the soilssolls in thethe-thearea- area around thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed dam sites , but they must do it while the ground is frozenfrozen-
and

frozen-
andimpossibleand before warm weather makes snow travel dangerousdangero s or impossiimpossi-¬.-
ble . However , the Corps needs a permitpennit from the Bureau of LandLand-
Management

Land-
ManagementManagement , which has not yet conveyed the lands to the NativeNative-
corporations

Native-
corporationscorporations .

Although BLM policy dictates that any projects taking place onon-

land
on-

landland selected , but notnotconveyedconveyed , to Native corporations shall be subsub-sub-

ject
sub-

ject
¬-

ject to letters of non-objectionnonobjection-- written by the corporations , thatthat-
policy

that-
policypolicy has apparently been waivedwai\1edwai1ed\ in this case . According to BLM'sBLMsBLM's-
Joette

BLM's-
Joette

'
Joette Storm , BLM State Director Curt McVee has decided to allowallow-
the

allow-
thethe Corps of Engineers access to the land ,. with certain environmenenvironmen-environmen-
tal

¬-

tal restrictions . StormStonn said the non-objectionnonobjection--- letter policy "doesdoes" notnot-
preclude

not-
precludepreclude them (BLM and theth Corps ) from making an agreementagreement-
when

agreement-
whenwhen there'stheres' an overriding public interest in an energy project suchsuch-

as
such-

asas this .".
The village corporations for Chickaloon-MooseChickaloonMoose- Creek , Knik ,

TyonekTy nek and Ninilchik are not happy with the situation .

According to Agnes Brown , president of Tyonek Native Corp . ,

"InIn" a nutshell , we, have said.saldsald. , on behalf of Tyonek , we wfllwill not issueissue-

aa letterlettet ofpf non-objectionnonobjectionnon-objectioobjectio-- l , we'rewere' not going to say 'gogo' ahead , flood ourour-
lands

our-
landslands ' until we know how we'rewere' going to be accomodated .""

She addedadd d that the Cook Inlet Region , Inc . , regional NativeNative-
corporation

Native-
corporationcorporation , whose boundaries encompass the Anchorage bowl ,

much of the Kenai Peninsula as well as the Susitna River drainage ,

has takenta1cen the position that the villages should not consent . TheThe-

regional
The-

regionalregional corporation has been attempting to work out yet anotheranother-
swap

another-
swapswap that will provide the villagesvillag s with land of equal value somesome-some-
where

¬.-

where else .

However , the region'sregions' efforts are not welcomed by at least oneone-

village
one-

villagevillage group , Chickaloon-MooseChickaloonMooseChickaloon.MooseChickaloonMoose-. Creek . Chickaloon'sChickaloons' attorney ,properlywordedEdgardgar PaulPa BoykoBoyk , said he felt a letter of non-objectionnonobjection-- , properlyproperly-
wo.nte.crwordedwo.nte.crwonte.crwontecr.; wbuldwould not harm his client'sclients' interests and argued that thethe-

villages
the-

villagesvillages sKbuldmowdsTiould have the opportunity to seek accomodationaccomodatton fromfrom-
CongressCongress on their own :

"" 'WeWe' lose 40,00040000, acres , we get 20,00020000, acres and the region gets
40,00040000, acresacres , orofr the value in cash ,," Boyko asserted . "MyMy" thinkingthinking-
isis that we should do our own talking with Mr . Gravel , not the rereore-rereo-

gipn
re-

gion
¬-

giongipn .:."'
Under the planpJan put forward by Cook ., Inlet Region , not yetyet-

endorsed
yet-

endorsed.endorsed/.endorsedendorsed.,.endorsedbyendorsed Eby/,'by Gravel , thethe.villagesthevillagesthe-villagesthevillages. .villagesvillages.- would relinquishtelinquish claimclabn to their
SusitnaSuS tria lands and accept acreageacreage on the Kenai PeninsulaP ninsuJa and on thethe-
west

the-
westwest sidevbfCookside ' of, Cook Inlet from the region . The region would thenthen-

turn
then-

turnfumturn too Congress' hiiin an efforteffort to obtain authorizationauthorization:*

, to select landslands-

'to ''-1'toto'to makem'akmak' up for thatthatconveyed.conveyedconveyed., c nveyed to thethevillages,; villages , or seek financialrancialr ancial com-comcom-
pehsatiori

-.
'fPenfPencom-pensationcompensationfinancialcompensationcompensationequalpehsatiori

,
tion equalqualt:'toto' the value of thoseose lands . UnderUndefUnder this plan'plan' , the .,

vi1Ivillagesges :\' would ' give Upp two flooded acres for everyeveI)' dry
'

acre theythey-
picked

they-
pickedpicked

.-

upfrom
u-
pfrom,.
upupJrom,from the region . "

_ ,. '

Cook InletJnletPrestdenttnletFresident';.PresidentPresident.,
Roy Huhndorf told th.e-th.etl\etle\th.eTundrathe-TundratheTundra. -. Tundra Times the

2-1212.121-. acreage formulafonnula waswas.mandatwasmandatwas.mandatedwasmandated. mandatedd by the land claimsclabns act and had aa-

precedent
a-

precedent'inprecedentprecedent'inprecedentin1n'in the previouspreVi s Cook'' InleUandInlet landland'swaplandswap
'-

swap
s-

wap'swap , thethe'resulttheresultthe-resulttheresult"- result
r- esult"'- of a years-yearsyears-

long

yyears-yearsyears-

long

ars -.

long battlebatibatie10battle'tobattletoe10' to findt1n4, sufficientsufficient landi;d I;withinhin thetletle corporation'scorporations' boundabounda-bounda-
ries

¬.-
ries to.fulfilltofulfilltQJulf1l1t9fulfill., , the acreage

,.
entitlement

.
set by the actact..

, ,AccordingAccord ng
;, to environmentalists , the SusitnaSusitnadam_Jam project couldcould-

havhavehavhavqcouldhavq, anjmari' adverse impactJmpact onan 'peregrineperegrine'peregririperegriri' falcons nesting in the area ; thethe-

falcons
the-

falconsfalcons areirare an' endangered speciesspeciesIn. \InIn'In\''InIn' addition , they claimclabn the
'-

pr
p-r'propro-pro-

ject
-¬-

ject cannot pay', for itselfitselff., and wfllwill produceprodQce upwards of four timestimes-
the

times-
the

'

thetheamnuntanvaffitunofamnunt!untof('
,bf

'
energyne.gynegyenergy,. that Anchorage andIU1d Fairbanks1rbanksFdirbanksF combinedmbined cancan-

use
can-

useuse . They ,' ardareaiihighlyhighly'highly criticalcriti al ofofatat leastleast'oneleastone'' oneone state energy official whowho-
suggested

who-
suggestedsuggested sisurplusrplus energyenergyenergy-could'be'usedenergycould'be'usedcouldbeusedcould'could'- 'bebe'' ''used'used' to develop ' heavy Industryindustry-
inin the Matanuska'ValIeyMatanuskaValIeyMatanuska'Valley nearnear AnchorageAncliorage .

The Watana andDd Devil'sDevilsDew'sDews' Canyon Dams would ,. flood 50,0005000050,000-
acres

50,000-
acres

,

acres and formfonn a body of water 80 miles long .

AccordingA cording to a BLM source-sourcesourceenvironmentalists,;- environmentalists may take thatthat-
agency

that-
agencyagency to court before week'sweeks' end .


