
BLM Land Claims Record Called-

'Disgraceful
CalledCalled-

'Disgraceful' ' ' ''DisgracefulDisgraceful and 'Shocking9Shocking9'ShockingShocking
BYBYLONEE.JANSONBYLONEEJANSON: LONELONEEE . JANSON-

ALASKA
JANSONJANSON-

ALASKA
BYLONEE.JANSONALASKA

ALASKA NATIVENATIVE-
FOUNDA

NATIVE-
FOUNDATION

NATIVE-
FOUNDATIONFOUNDAFOUNDATIONFOUNDATION-

Washington
FOUNDATION-

Washington
nONnON-

WashingtonWashington ,. D.CDC. . -. The per-

formance
per-

formance
perper-¬-

formance of the Bureau of LandLand-

Management
Land-

ManagementManagement in transferring landland-

to
land-

toto Alaska Natives has beenbeen-

"shocking
been-

"shocking""shockingshocking " and ""disgracefuldisgraceful.. "

This is the view of Congress-
man

CongressCongress- ¬.-

man John SicbcrlingSieberling (D-QhioDQhioDhioD-OhioOhio-.()- ) ,

chairman of the House Sub-

committee
Sub-

committee
SubSub-¬-

committee on General Over-

sight
Over-

sight
OverOver-¬-

sight and Alaska Lands .

SicberlingSieberling made his remarksremarks-
after

remarks-
afterafter Dan Alex of EklutnaEkiutna testi-
fled

testitesti-¬.-
fiedfled that his village corporationcorporation-
hashas had to spend SOJ50J50.3503. % of thethe-

monies
the-

moniesmonies it has received under thethe-

Act

the-

ActAct in litigation ,. just to obtain-

the
obtain-

the
obtain

the land it is entitled to by law .

Alex told the committee thatthat-

at
that-

atat the present rate ofoflandland trans-
fer

trans-
fer

transtrans-trans-trans-¬-
fer ,. it will take 58 years forfor-

Eklutna
for-

EklutnaEklutna to get all its Interim-
conveyances

interiminterim-
conveyancesconveyances , and 2,5002500,, years toto-

get
to-

getget the ppatentstents .

In two days of hearinhearingss last

week in WashingtonWashingtinWashlngtin , D.CDC. . , thethe-
subcommittee

the-
subcommitteesubcommittee heard a paradepara4e ofof-

witnesses
of-

witnesseswitnesses from Alaska Native rere-

gional
re-

gional
re-rere-re-¬-

gional and village corporationscorporations-
outline

corporations-
outlineoutline the problems related toto-

the
to-

thethe delay in land conveyance ,.

and call for the adoption ofor the-

recommendations
thethe-

recommendationsrecommendations ofof the Amen-
can

AmeriAmen ¬.

can Indian Policy Review Com-

mission
ComromCom- ¬.-

mission , especially the portionsportions-
calling

portions-
callingcalling for transfer ofor all NativeNative-
lands

Native-
landslands by December 31 ,. 1978-
and

119781978-

and
978

and the abolishment of the ease-

ment
easeease-¬.-

ment provisions of the Act .

Major problems cited over anan-

and
an-

andand over again by those testify-
ing

testifytestify-¬.-

ing were : the attitude of the De-

partment
De-

partment
DeDe-De-De¬-

partment ; delays ,. easemeneasementsts ,

navigability ,. and the tremendoustremendous-
cost

tremendous-
costcost of litigations .

Guy Martin ,. Assistant SecreSecre--Secre-
tary

¬.

tary for Land and Water ReRe-

sources
Re-

sources
Re-Re¬-

sources of the Department ofor In-

terior
In-InIn ¬.-

terior , told the subcommitteesubcommittee-
that

subcommittee-
thatthat he had initiatedinitlated a fullfun rere-

view
reoreo-

view

¬

view of land claimsclalns mattersmatten inin-
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in-

Continued
in-
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(Continuedcominu.dcominud. from pappagepege. 1)11)-

an
1)-

an
1)-

an
)

an effort toto determinecfetermine wlwhereWMreere thethe-

delays
the-

delaysdelays are occurring and whatwhat-
can

what-
cancan be done to over come them .

He said that two meetingsmeetings-
have

meetings-
havehave already been held , with allall-

the
all-

thethe interested parties in atten-
dance

attenatten-¬.-

dance : Natives , the State , LandLand-
Use

Land-
UseUse Planning Commission , andand-

Department
and-

DepartmentDepartment persorupersonnelpersonqelel.. OtherOther-
meetings

Other-
meetingsmeetings will be held if neces-
sary

necesneces-¬.-
sary . A finalfmal report will be pre-

pared
pre-

pared
prepre-¬-

pared , hopefully by September
IS15 , when the subcommittee hashas-

scheduled
has-

scheduledscheduled another round of -02l-
ands

D-2D20-20D2-
lands

-

lands .

John10hn Borbridge , president ofof-

Sealaska
of-

SealaskaSealaska Corporation and aa-

member
a-

membermember of the Indian Policy ReRe-

view
Re-Re¬.-

view Commission , told the com-
mittee

comcom-¬.-

mittee that the erosion of the-

value
the-

value
the

value of the settlement and thethe-

economic
the-

economiceconomic cocoststs to the NativesNatives-
resulting

Natives-
resultingresulting from delays in convey-
ance

conveyconvey-¬.-
ance are ""staggeringstaggering . "

Figures furnished the com-
mittee

comcom-¬.-

mittee by the Library of Con-

gress
ConCon-¬.-

gress research team indicate thatthat-
the

that-
thethe loss to the Natives by inflainfla-
tion

infla-infla-¬.
tion and earningsearning$ foregonefotegoIefotegone! a-

mounted
a-

mounted
a-a-.

mounted to some $$226226 millionmillion-

since
million-

sincesince passage of the Act .

By far the most poignant andand-

distressing
and-

distressingdistressing testimony on the huhu-

man
hu-hu¬.-

man cost of the delays camecame-
from

came-
fromfrom the various villages , suchsuch-

as
such-

asas Galena , Ruby , and Hoonah .,

Because of the need for land forfor-

village
for-

villagevillage expansion and the concon-¬.-. .

struction of municipal facilitiesfacilities-

of
facilities-

ofof various sorts , these villagesvillages-

allall await the 11,2801280,280acre1,280acre,
,,280280 acre recon-

veyances
reconrecon-¬.-

veyances required under section
14 (c ) of the Act ., But becausebecause-

Interior
because-

InteriorInterior has not conveyed thethe-

land
the-

lardlandlard to the village corporations ,

these corporationscorpor3tions cannot inin-

turn
in-

turnturn make the reconveyances toto-

the
to-

thethe municipality . A host ofof-

vitally
of-

vitallyvitally needed improvementsimproyements areare-

stalled
are-

stalledstalled : schools , airports , hous-
ing

houshous-¬.-

ing projects , and municipalmunicipal-
buildings

municipal-
buildingsbuildings . Private businessesbusinesses-
cannot

businesses-
cannotcannot get title , hence cannotcannot-
get

cannot-
getget financingfmancing . ,

The greatest stumbling blockblock-
isis easements . An estimatedestimated-
II1II15,00015000115,000115000S ,,000000 acres will be taken fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe Natives for this purpose .

Sieberling suggested that legisla-
tion

legisla-
tion

legislalegisla-¬-

tioncallingformight be introduced calling
for the Department of InteriorInterior-
toto provide ""inin lieu " lands toto-

make
to-

makemake up for this loss .

He said his committee willwill-

communicate
will-

communicatecommunicate. with the Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-¬.-

ment of Interior urging immed-
iate

immedimmed-¬.-
iate conveyance of village core-
townships

core-
townships

core
townships as a number oneone-

priority
one-

prioritypriority . _

""ItIt is my hope and intent toto-

resolve

to-

resolveresolve the .D-2D20.202-- , easements , andand-

Native
and-

NativeNative land transfer problemsproblems-

during
problems-

duringduring this session of Congress ,"

he asserted . ""ButBut if adjustmentsadjustments-
have

adjustments-
havehave to be made , they will notnot-
be

not-
bebe at the expense of the Natives ;

I1 committed that .
"am

uu u
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u _ _ Uuu _ . _ ""UU _ _


