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GouemorGovernor HHammondHaminondnmondnmond-

sayssays tuhdfewhOlewhale hlxtklg-

should

hunlinghootinghlxtklg
shouWshould continueCQntinuecorlkiue#

continueSUtecorlkiueState

AlaskaOffice1I&bomceAIMkaOfficeSUteState ofor Alaska1I&b1IbAIMka&Officeomce ofor the GovernorGovernor-
Juneau

Governor-
Juneau

Governor-
JuneauJuneau , Alaska-
July

AlaskaAlaska-
July

Alaska-
JulyJuly 1818,197718197718,1977-

The

,,1977

The HonorableHOQorabJe JuariltaJuiJlltaJuanita Krepsps
SecretarypsSecretaryKrepsSecretaryof CommerceCommerce-
Commerce

Commerce-
CommerceCommerce BufldingBundlntBuildingBuilding-
14th

Bundlnt-
14th

- JJ-

Washington
14th StreetStreet-
WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . 2023020230-

Deaf

20230-

Deat'MadamDeafDeatMadamDeat'Madam'Madam Secretary :

The recentrecentjesolutionrecent.resolutlonrecentresolutlon.resolution to prohibit-
all

prohibitprohibit-
allall taking of bowhbowheada! waleswhales byby-

the
by-

thethe International Whaling Com-
mIssion

ComCom-¬.-
mission may Impose a needlessneedless-
hardship

needless-
hardshiphardship upon the economic andand-

cultural
and-

culturalcultural systems of certain Alas *.
kan citizens residing along the-
northwest

thethe-

northwestnorthwest and north coast ofor thethe-

state
the-

statestate . I urge you to protest thethe-

I.W.C
the-

LW.CI.W.CIW.CIWCLW.CLWC. . . resolution on bowbead-
whales

bowheadbowbeadbowhead-
whaleswhales as provided for in thethe-

convention
the-

conventionconvention .
(Continued on Ppage. 77)77-

)Interior
7-

)Interior
).

Interior fuel supplysupply-
maymaymaybebe critcritical

criticalJerrycalcalJ-

erryJerry R . Austin-
Agent

Austin-
AgentChenon

Austin
AgentAgentChenon, Chevron UU.s.AUs.AUsA.J5. ..A.
StSt.. Michael , AKAR 9965999659-

Governor

99659-

GovernorGovernor Jay HammondHammond-
Juneau

Hammond-
JuneauAIaskaJuneauJuneauAIaska, AlaskaAlaska-
JulyJuly
JuneauAIaskaJuly20 ,. 19771977-

Dear

1977-

DearDear Governor Hammond :

Every year in the lower Yukon-
River

Yukon-
River

Yukon
River villages there is a shortageshortage-
ofof fuel , especially in the latelate-

Winter
late-

WinterWinter and Spring . Both gasolinegasoline-
and

gasoline-
andand heating fuel usually run outout-
in

out-
inin April in almost every village .

This problem is partially due toto-

the
to-

thethe fact that the retailersretailen havehave-

In
have-

inin most cases failed to add stor-
age

stor-
age

storstor-stor-stor-¬-
age to keep up with rising dede-

mands
de-

mands
de-de-¬-

mands .

We are faced this summer with aa-

new
a-

newnew problem : many ofor the vuvill-
age

villvill-¬-.

age stores have been purchasedpurchased-
inin the past few years by the Nat-

ive
NatNat-Nati-

ve
-¬-

ive Corporations in the area ,

and they are having a difficult-
time

dlCficult-
time

difficultdlCficult
time getting the money togethertogether-
toto order the fuel.. In some casescases-

the
cases-

thethe problem has been with thethe-

individual
the-

individualindividual corporations ,. but inin-

many
in-

manymany cases it has been at the rere-

gional
re-

gionallevel
re-re¬-

gionalgionallevellevel of Calista and BeringBering-

Straits
Bering-

StraitsStraits where villagevilla.ge. money hashas-

not
has-

notnot been made available thatthat-
normally

that-
normallynormally would have .

(Continued on pagepllJt 7)7)
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WhaleIWhaleWhale
IIII

hunting .". .". ..

( Continued from PagoPasolgo 22)-

Eskimos
2)2,))

Eskimos residing along Alaska's-
coast

Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
coast

'
coast have taken bowheadbowhead-
whales

bowhead-
whaleswhales (foror centuries . TheseThese-
magnificent

These-
magnificentmagnificent mammals provide
largelgrgeprovideIprovidelgrgeI e quantities of much neededneeded-
protein

needed-
proteinprotein (foror a self sufficient-
people

sufficientsurticlentsurticlent-
peoplepeoplepeoplelifeinwho have adapted to lifelife-
n. inn a harsh environment.. TheThe-

whalewhale symbolizes and helps
sustainliusta.lnliustalnhelpsliusta.lnhelpssustain. this way of life . AA-

complete
A-

completecomplete closure would unneces-
sarily

unneces-
sarily

unnecesunneces--¬-
sarilydisintegrationofhasten the disintegrationdisintegration-
ofof a culture already embattledembattled-
with

embattled-
withwith western technology ., IronIron-¬-

icallyIronically, the rapid changes in partpartareare being brought about becausebecause-
of

because-
ofof the United States profligateproCligateproCligateuseprofligateuseuse of nonrenewable resources .

principally , fossil fuels . This hashas-
made

has-
mademade it necessary to mobilizemobilizeAlaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' arctic resources withwith-
consequent

with-
consequentconsequent impact upon ruralrural-
communities

rural-
communitiescommunities by substituting aa-

cash
a-

cashcash economy for what was a
fewafewyears ago , an economy
basedeconomybasedupon sharing , barter andand-
individual

and-
individualindividual harvest of renewablerenewable-
resources

renewable-
resourcesresources .

Alaska Department of Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGameBiologistsMarine Mammal BiologBiolog- ¬-.

ists , perhaps the most knowled-
geable

knowledknowled-knowled-
geable

-¬-
geable of allaU biologists about thethe-
arctic

the-
arcticarctic marine ecosystem havehave-
informed

have-
informedinformed me that there is nono-
compelling

no-
compellingcompelling evidence that thethe-
modest

the-
modestmodest use of bowhead whaleswhales-
by

whales-
byby Alaskans is having a detri-
mental

detridetri-detri-
mental

detri-detri-¬-
mental effect upon the resource .

Tosuggesttherethe contrary , they suggest
there are a number ofofmdiCofindicesindicesmdiCindices-
which

{>!'which support thethp proposition-

that

propositionproposition-

thatthat the whalewhalt> population Iisis-

considerably
!'ronsldtconsiderably>rably larger than 'estimat-

ed
estimatt'stlmattstlmatestimat-¬.-

edId, bybv the MarineMarlnt' MammalMammaJMammaJ-
CommISSiOn(CommISSiOnrommission''- ommission

o-

mmission or thethp IIWCW CC.. andand-
furthpr

and-
furtherfurtherfurthpr that ththpthe? population IIs-

IncrPasing
i.sis.

increasinglI1'rpatinglI1rpatingIncrPasing(' ! ..

IIsupportsupportupport and urgeurgp thethpthw institut-
ion

institutInttJtutinstitut-! ¬.-

ion ofofaa comprehensiveeomprehpnslvt' man-
agement

manman- ¬.-

agementagpmpnt and researchrl'sl'arehrlslarehrl'sl'arehpffortresearcheffort' ' effortpffort by-

the
bj-

thl
bybj

thfthlthe' NationalNatumal MarineMannI' FisheriesFlshl'rlPFlshlrlPFisheries-
SerVlre ''Service'wrvu'PwrvuPSerVlreadequatedata' soo that an adequateadequatl'daldoalddata babase (can''anan bebl' assembleda\Sf'mbll'daSf'mbll'dSfmblldassemhIPd!\' ' toto-

hastenhastenl1a'oll'ol1aollo' ' full rlrestoration' !> toratlOn of lhlthisthis-

important
!>.

important Spspecies(> (, If' In addition , II-

also
I-

dhoalsodho !supporttupport interimmtpnm managemanagl-managlmanage-
nil

managl-
Twnt

-'
/nilment/TwntTwnt, nt regulationsrt'gulatlomrtgulatlom' , Such regulat-
lon

regulat-
tom

rpgulatregulat
lonionstom <;shouldhould addreaddress!>!> geographicgf'ographllgfographllgeographic-
quotas

' 'quotasquota , humanehumanlhuman.' methodsml'thdmlthdmethod' () ' andand-
means

and-

mt'anmeansmt'anmtan' !> of taketakl' , wastefulwastt'fulwasttful' taketakp ,

participationpartu'rpatlOnparturpatlOn' in whalingwhalmg ( limite-
dentry

hmlted-
entry

limitedhmlted
entryentry,) , requiredreqUIredt'qulpmf'ntrequiredequipment'equipmentt'qulpmf'nttqulpmfnt' andand-
seasons

and-
wasonsseasonswasons . The StateStatt' of AlaskaAlaska-
possesses

Alaska-
possessespossessespossesses considerable 'I'xpertJse-
in

expertise-
in

expertiseI'xpertJseIxpertJse
in regulating marine mammalsmammals-
inin the high arctic and we are-
willing

arearparp-

wIllingwilling to work with thethf' NatIOn-
al

NationNatIOn- ¬-

al Marine Fisheries ServiceSprvlce toto-

ward
to-

wardward an equitable solution ofof-
this

of-

thisthis problem .

Once againagam , I am dldisappointeddisappointed-
that

applntf'dapplntfdapplntf'd-
that

() 'that the federal governmentgovl'rnmpntgovlrnmpnt' hahashas-
participatedparticipated in a proceedingproret'dlOgproretdlOg' that-
may

thatthat-
maymay impact only citizenscItIzen!> of thlthisthis-
statestatetatl' withoutwtthout prior noticenotlct' ofof-

intentions

of-

intentionsintentionsmtf'ntlOnmtfntlOn' !> and trust that in thethtthe-
future 'future we will be informedmronnpdmronnpdufinformedofofufof-
suchsuchsuchimpendinguch impending matters We may-
well

maymay-
wellwell be of assistance in10 aVOIdmg-
npl'dless

avoidingaVOIdmgavoiding-
needlessneedlessnpl'dlessnpldless' strifestrtfe and difficultiesdtfficulties .

FinallyFmally in closing 1II urge that you-
protest

youyou-
protestprotest the 1.l.W.ClW.ClWCI.W.CIW.CIWC. W ., C .. resolution and-
that

andand-
thatthat it not be invoked . InsteadInstead-
let's

Instead-
let'slet'slets' work together to establish a-

management
aa-

managementmanagement regime as calledcalJed for-
In

forfor-
Inin the MarineMarme Mammal ProtectProtect-
Ion

Protect-
Ionion Act of 1972 and in the-
Endangered

thetht'Endangeredndangered and Threatened-
Species

ThreatenedThreatenpdThreatenpd-
SpeciesSpecies Act of 1973 .

SincerelySmcerely ,

Jay S . Ilammond-

Governor

HammondIlammondHammond-

GovernorGovernor

Interior fuel ." : .
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The
2)-

The
)

The result of thithis& has created aa-

problem
a-

problemproblem wevie have never experexper-¬-

iencedfencedexperIencedexperfencedbefore in this area : The-
carriers

TheThe-
caniercarriercaniercarrierscarriersBlack, Black Navigation Co .
Incryordereveryorder. , has delivered virtually eveveryry
order that I have given them ,
and there is nothing left to de-

liver
de-

liver
de-

liver
de-de-

,
liver until the corporations getget-
some

get-
somesometheirfuelmoney to finance theirofthisfuel purchases . As a result of
this Black Navigation has under-
standably

underunder-under-
standably

¬-

standably shifted some of itsits-
equipment

its-
equipmentequipment to the Nenana areaarea-
operation

area-
operationoperation . While they have leftleUleU-
adequate

left-
adequateadequate tugs and barges totohandlehandle normal incoming orders ,
bothconcernedthatthey and I are concernedconcerned-
thatthat the corporations , if they dodo-
not

do-
notnot get funding , will be so late inin-

their
in-

theirtheir ordering that it will be veryvelj1
difficultdiCficultvelj1diCficultverydifficultif not impossible toto-
handle

to-
handlehandle the rushrushinintn the fall ( Aug-
ustSeptember

Aug-
ustSeptember

AugAug-¬-

ust-SeptemberustSeptemberustSeptember-- ) due to normalnormalbadbad weather and poor tides .

At present there isisapproximate-isapproximateapproximateapproxImate- -approxImatelyisapproximately|lyy 1,500,0001500000, , gallons in outstandoutstand- ¬-

ingoutstandingorders that usually come in
butInbutnot this summer . Any effort-
you

effort-
you

effort
you and your staffstarf can make toto-

alleviatealleviatetoalleVIatethis problem will bebe-

greatly
be-

greatlygreatly appreciated by everyoneeveryone-
operating

everyone-
operatingoperating and living inID this areaart'aarta' .,

The time to cure the annual sprspr-spr-spr-¬-
ingspringfuel shortage is now , ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan flying it in next year at aa-

much
a-

muchmuch greater cost to everyone .

Very truly yours ,

JerrvJemJerry Austin. ,.' - -' -" -


