Ihe LSS Aluska docked in Resurrection Bay July 2, and o remaned anild July 7

Submarine carries 24 missiles

200 gather for USS Alaska visit

by Steve Pilkington

fow the Tignaden, Tiomes

SEWARD The USS Adaska, o
S60-foot Trident  submanne  with
miclear capabilities, lnst week visited
its home port of Seward for the first
tirne and about 200 people gathered for
the event,

The USS Alaska, expecting to meet
temonstrntions from anti-nuclear pro-
testors, cruised into Resurrection Bay
surrounced by about 10 Const Guard
vessels  determined to keep
demonstrators 200 yards from the
<hip

In spute of wll therr precaution, the
Croast Guard was met with only a few
protesters in kayaks

Cupt. C.J. Chotvies, Former com
ekl ing officer of the U585 Alaska was
not  particularly  worned about
demonstrations

Our qob s w defend that nght o
provest. I we weren 't out doing whal
we're doing, they wouldn’t have that
right,”” he smid

Sen. Ted Stevens; also present at the
docking ceremony, said he was pleas-
ed the submarine came 1o Alaska

"It represents the deterrent Torce of
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the Ulmited States,”” he sand, “*We
possess o werrible force o retabiote
“Thave never ;ir;_:m:tl o increise the
pre<ence of nuclear arms in Alaskn
But it s sagnificant, ™ he sawd belore
his speech. *"We fully intend 10 have

i deterrent Torce tocounter that of the
Sovie! Pnion, ™'

The USS Alavka began s recent
pitrol after vistting Anchorage during
the Fourth of July weekend,

The $13 million submarine carrics
24 missiles and a crew of 160, On
patrol, it 15 out for ) days



