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Mary J. Schacffer, 47, born in
Kotzebue, has served on many dif-
ferent boards stalewide and has helped
make a difference in rural education
and cultural sctivities.

She has sccomplished many goals

Making a difference

that she’s worked hard to achieve.

Schaelfer served on the regional
school board for the Northwest Arc-
tic School District for 11 years, and
she has been a member of the Stte
Board of Education for the Tnst five
YCArs.

She worked for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs for 11 years, the Legislative

AlTairs office in Kotzebue lor three
vears and the Indian Health Service fin
Iwo YEars;

She was also a member of the
Kikiktagruk Inupist Corp. lor three
years, and she volunteered for the
sclective service board when they were
recruiting for the Vietnam War,
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e Schaeffer serves on board
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In 1982, she was appointed to the
State Bourd of Education, shortly nfter
former Gov, Bill Sheffield was
election. He asked her to sit on the
board to represent rural villages, and
she was inted to @ two-year term
at that time. Schaeffer was elected for
another term, and her current term
ends in 1989,

SchaeiTer has strong feelings about
education in rural areas

1 really ke itoa dot,'" she saud,
“It's u lot of work., and there’s a lo
of pressure.”

ith many recent budget cuts,
SchaefTer has 10 take imo account the
many different areas of education in
rural villnges,

IS mice o have progrims like o
lot of the clectives that the kids like,
bt this 15 an area thot needs 1o be con-
solulited, ™ she sad. “*We have o
bosirk b what 15 more imporant,
thiat's the academic programs

Besides her work with the Swie
Hourd of Education. Schaeller work
el for Manulag. the ponprobt arm of
NANA Regwonal Corp

She eventually became the viee
presudent of aporations aml was
vorlvedd with the develipreil «f many
s il service progrios Today, there
are abmost 47 socal service programs
i the MANA region She Jed ihesy
prroap ey nntil Lanury

The wileof Mm. Gen: John S¢hael
e, the cormmssioner of the Depart
it of Moty and Velerans Adfirs,
sl tved b Anchorage when her
hushand was appointed fo Bis new
[arsiiiom

SulueHer sand she has been through
woektfTcud fome an recent monhs with
tmily 1llness

W ve never hand anybisdy sk i
the tanmly . but this vear aoeally his
Wi, she sod

The Schoelfers  youngest  son,
J"l.ut',u: F.o VMiveiras, 2, died ol
lenkemni carhier this year

She's stll active,  however, in
statewide issues, Besades being on the
Stute Board of Educanion, Schaclfer
recently was appointed 1o the Nanve
American  Science Education
Asso ibon

Schietler his also been a leader in
the  development of the NANA
Reglon s Spirn Program. 1 involves
clders teaching youths the Inug
values. They melude: Hnuwledg-:m
Linguage, Sharing, Respect  for
Others, Coopermtion, Respect  for

Elders, Love for Children, Huard
Work, Knowledge of Family Tree,
Avoul Conflict, Respect for Nature,

Spirttuality, Humor, Family Roles,
Hunter Success, Domestic Skills,
Humility and Responsibility 10 Tribe,

The elders go o the schools, focis-
g on one or two of the values o teach
i a class. The elders discuss the
vilues with the young people. That
discussion is followed 5 u general
assembly: ull the youth r logether
with the elers and discuss the values
they have learned.

The clders speak in Inuging, so
trunslntors, including Schaeffer, are
necded,

"“The kids compare with the elders
things of the past and things that are
present, such as means of transporia-
tion,”’ she said, ** even have an
Inuplng ‘Trivia' game,"’

Another for the students is
8 mandatory one-year Inuping

Imﬁ::gc COUTSE.
Spirit Pro also has a
special “adoption’” program, siress-
ing unity between elders and youths,

“Kids go 1o the Kotzebue Senior
Citizen Culiural Center and adopt
grandparents. This involves pre-school
and high school students, alike,"
Schacfier suid. **The NANA Region
hus unity, It's how we utilize our
elders. They tell stories, and the kids
ask questions.”’

Most recently, Schaeffer has begun
ta invalve herself in support activities
for the Alaska National Guard, The
Air National Guard has a program
called the *“Fumily Support System. "
It helps wives of guardsmen who have
relocated or those who have just
e,

She plans w help re-stut i, with the
help of other wives of the batallion
commanders

“The wives of the commuanders are
hike inlormation bases. They help we
mlormation out w each other, so they
dom’t feel Tett out or alope, " she sand

For example, ol a wite lives close
o another wile they can help each
other by laking children to the doctor,
iy g regubar s ol other Tamily
"-ll[‘rl'il” avnvaines

Hosides bemg anvolved wath her
o alerests Schaeter alse aeconi
pamies her bveshand too sy dilfeeem
Ghuard aciivitios

A she's learned how o entertain
OT i meinent s podice

CIolin wown e eall s i i siy that
he's broomgang 1O poys home for din
e | b b bearn how i make Guick
ks, she sand, "1 work it out i my
own meleeme. What | can make
fish s Stesth s gquick, " Schaeffer
sl



