
federal ruling
ANSCA dividends
wont affect aid

state food stamp administrators
have received word from the united
states department of agriculture that
they should stop counting the value of
alaska native claims settlement act
dividends when they calculate food
stamp benefits for public assistance
clients

state officials said they are pleased
that the federal attorneys agreed with
their interpretation of ANCSA that
native dividend payments should be
totally exempted for food stamp pur-
poses regardless of whether the in-
ternal revenue service considers them
taxable

this will solve a big part of the
problem that clients have faced two
months after receivinrecreceivingeivin a dividend pay-
ment said john taber state public
assistance director from now on
we will no longer treat these payments
as countable income or resources so
they will not affect the amount of food
stamps that a family gets he added

under the budget procedures re-
quired by the federal government
food stamp benefits usually go down
two months after income is received
by that time most people have spent
the money and often they have no way
to make up the food stamps they have
lost

our next step is to take this deci-
sion to the federal aid to families with
dependent children officials and see
if they will adopt the same policy
taber said assistance in obtaining
this ruling was provided by several
native corporations and the alaska
legal services corp


