Open Letter to the Residents of Alaska

1 ba widh regret that the employeos of the Suie of Alasha that it spgeeir il b Frveewd
W go oun on atrike 0 the very e future T i

':1}"3* o mot wani x urikes. They have been forced into this position by (he sctim of Goversor Steve

e

The fasue (s mot one of wages sind henelin s the governor's office wouk) have the public believe
The lusue is the destruction of collective hargaining in Alasks The ¢ « batirve h ia cracial
that all Alsakans know this, m""fhul;' pul: n:{]m-m Shaffiekd s sdministration, yeey
BAVE Up & negodisied wage increase in geder 10 lelp the stnie theough & focal crinla. They besve
without pay sad volumesrod for & Four-day work week All this was done voluntarily to help the
atate theough rough vines smd done willingly,

Therefore, i bears that the strike s not comemplated noorder o increase the wages wnd
bemeliis of sasre ¢ b i o prosect and wive the collective bargaining process
Belore amd during segntiations s the ming tabie with the varsses o o Jowton, Cirvet -

o Coriper announced tat be wasiod & 15% cut — 10% tis yesr, wnd o sibdiions) 3% neal yesi
Since that initlsl enswuncesnent iy demands have (nereased.

Himtorcally, both sides mioet ot the nbig table, vubmit their propossli v esch aher ad the

resl. 18 Cod o botly sides uniil can reRch @ bl sgreemen. 1 s agnine ol ethic

ﬁﬂ‘uﬂ Palih hargaining Tor the governor w anmunce whal he expecis before nogotintsons have begun
AR

b can oaly mean b oy il Tenpect ihe eis and even mede importun that he
s out 10 destruy collective batgaining 9

Site employoes beleve llh'rlilr' ihai they cannot allow this 1o happen. Collective hurgaining was
implesientad in 1972 afier o bong uphill siraggle. I has worked wp until now H-u'dl!rﬁw Cinwpar
has snoounced that be will not back down on his stance, Probebly the most disurting ot (s thael
he won't even discus his stance with labor official

The concern vosond by the majority of siske emnpboyees b thist o strike will create handstups for Alsaksis
renhdents. Ofien the public is not awere that the smphoyees truly ke priide prrice j:m-: Lo
dor miwd Whe quality of the services that ame availsble i the I»hIr

They consisntly sirive podl 1o do lnﬂhin; Ut wild detrmct from that guality. Now they iee faced with
cuiting off these sorviien in ihe public, which b b direct confect with itheir goml ol i mling oo
e o snorllem service o telr fellow Almkani

They deoply regret the adverse effects thal o sizike will have on Alaskan residenn

The sodution is o Govermor Steve Cowper’s bands He undoabiedly hefieves thar wng wign of oo
prvinbee on s part will be o sign of weakne, Stane empliyoes believe that o milrtr & whow ol
strength if be can bring himsell & comprombse through negotiations — not only oo behall of the
emnpluyees. whao work for him bul for the well-being of all Alashans Stete employees have alemly

wuimised mt the h:{:mml ishie Howeves. barguining mow two-way sirest. Pvidently the gover
i du ik willing i even one slep down than uene

Siuie cll:illr?‘ﬂt urge i public to seek ot the lacw Find oot what s impending sirdee eeally
represcits, | will i than, the enmpliyens believe that the pubis can febp nven o vindke by densanmting
ihat Carvermot Cowper mibere to the precepts of collective bhanguining

(therwine, empluyess do nol have i chikee. They will strike with acute misgivings hecsuse ol ihe
shle effocis that will fmgaact the public Their job 4w oserve the publlc  mod this s sl ey wasm
i i above all elic — but they cannot lose collective bargrining because their governor will ma
recopnire their right to bargals in good faith

Alaska Public Employees Asssociation
Public Employees Local 71 (AFL-CIO)
Confidential Employees Association
Centralized Correspondence Study Education Association
Public Safety Employees Association

s =

‘ ! Anchorage KSKA 911 fin

— I I Barrow KBRW 680 am

Bethel KYUK 640 am

: _ Dillingham  KDLG 670 am
- d [

Fairbanks KUAC 104.7 fm
‘ C:alena KIYLI 910 am
Haines KHNS 1023 fm

CatCh the Homer KBBI  890am

Juneau EKTOO 1031 fm

B eSt Ketchikan KRBD 1059 fm

Kodiak KMXT  100.1 fm
KOTZ  720am

’ Kotzebue
TOday ® MceGrath KSKO 870 am

On Your

Petersburg  KF5K 101.9 fm
Seward K201A0 88.1 fm
Sitka KCAW 1047 fm

P, ublic Radio Station St.Paul KUHB 919 fm

Valdez KCHU 770 am

Wrangell KSTK 101.7 fm




