
Morton to Move Swiftly to AdjudicateAdj." dicate State Lands
' WASHINGTONWASIIINGTON , D.C-Secre-D.CSecreD.CDCSecreD.CSecrei-
tary

D.CSecre-
ary

D.CSecren-
ary

. .- -

itarynaryaryofnaryofary of the Interior Rogers C.BCB. .

Morton announced today thatthat-

the
that-

thethe Department is taking imim-imim-

mediate

im-

mediate

¬-

mediate steps to expedite thethe-

transfer
the-

transfertransfer of lands selected by thethe-

State

the-

StateState of Alaska under the propro-pro-

visions
pro-

visions

¬-

visions of its Statehood Act..

"WeWe" intend to move as rapidrapId-rapId-

ly
rapid-

ly

¬-

ly as possible ,
" the SecretarySecretary-

said
Secretary-

saidsaidsaidII, "inin" \IIII\ order to speedspeedupup thethe-

adjudication
the-

adjudicationadjudication of lands previouslyprevIously-
sqlected

previously-
selectedselectedsqlected by the State of Alaska .

"II" have instructedmstructed the BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

ofof Land Management to10 comcom-com-

plete
com-

plete

¬-

plete the necessary reviews andand-

recordation
and-

recordationrecordation of land status so thatthat-

we
that-

wewe can determinedetermme which ot01of thosethose-

areas
those-

areasareas selected by the State cancan-

be
can-

bebe processed under the requirereqUIre-reqUIre-

ments
require-

ments

¬-

ments otof the Alaska NativeNative-

Claims
Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act..

"II" 1 am askingdskmg the SecretarySecretaryatSecretaryofolatofat-

Defen

of-

DefenseDefenseDefen e to expedite hisl1JS DepartDepJrt-DepJrtDepart-DepJrt-
ment's

Depart-

ment's
¬-

ment'sments'' evaluation of State-StateState-

selected
State-

selected
State-

selected

-

selected lands thatthJt helie north andand-

west

and-

westwest of the PorcupinePorcup\llePorcuplle\ , YukonYukon-
dnd

Yukon-
andanddnd Kuskokwim Rivers .. ThisTIllS isI-

SreqUired

is-

requiredrequired by the Statehood Act..

"UnderUnder" my instructionsmstructlons , thethe-

BureJu
the-

BureauBureauBureJu of Land Management willwill-

give

will-

givegive top priority to the processprocess-process-
mg

process-
ing

¬-

ingmg of State-selectedStateselected- landsIJnds , pendpend-pendI-

I1g

pend-

ing

¬-

ingII1g homesteadhomesteJdhomesteJdenhomesteadentriesentriesen trIes ,, applicaapplica-applica-

tions
applica-

tions

¬-

tions lorfor trade manufacturingmanufJctunngmanufJctunng-
sites

manufacturing-
sitessites , Native allotment applicaappllca-appllcaapplica-appllca-

tlon
applica-

tions

¬-

tionstlon , and requests for publicpublrcpublrc-

land
public-

landland uses suchsuchasas highway nghts-nghtsrlghts-rlghtsrights-rightsnghts-
ofway

rlghts-

ohvJY
rights-

ofway
-

of-wayofwayohvJY- I have alsoaho askedJsked BLMBLM-

to
BLM-

toto reviewreVle\reVlereVlethe\ the totaltotalsurveysurvey needsneeds-

for
needs-

forlorfor both State and Native selecselec-selec-

tions
)elec-elecelec-

tlOns

¬-

tionstlOns and totlJ programprogrdm the surveysurvey-

worl
survey-

workworkworl-worlworloverworkover-.
.
over the shortesthortest, practicalprpratdLllcaldLllcal-

ttlne
ticaltical-

timetimettlne .
."

The Secretary noted thatthJt at.ItIt.It-

the
at-

the

.
the time olulof the passage olof thethe-

AIJ
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJ ka Native'IIII''II.It.ItIt. Ive ( laimslameslam ) ., SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct the SlateState hadhJd selectedelected 2525-

million

25-

millionmillion acresacre and that in111 JanuaryJanuary-
the

January-
thethe State nominatednominatedJnothernominatedanotheranotherJnother 7777-

million

77-

millionmillion acres lortorfor selectionelectlUn .

"OnOn" MarchMJfch 15 ,
,"" he saidald , "wewe"we-

mdlcJted
"we-

indicated

"
indicatedmdlcJted that 35 million acres ofof-

the

of-

thethe 7777millionmillion could be propro-pro-

cessed
pro-

cessed

¬-

cessed to State selection imIm-ImIm-

mediately
im-

niediately

¬-

mediatelyniediately The State may nownow-

make

now-

makemake a confirmingconlrmmgconl rmmg applicationapplrcJtlonapplrcJtlon-

for

application-

forfor this 35 million acres ifIfItitI-
tdesires

it-

desiresdesires .. "
Secretary Morton pointed outout-

that
out-

thatthat the State of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaka'sAlakas., ' 103103-

millton

103-

millionmillionmillton acre allotment under itsItS-

Statehood
its-

StatehoodStatehood Act exceeds the totalIOtalIOta-

lamount

total-

amountamount ofat land granted to 17 ofof-

the

of-

thethe states west of the MississippiMMISSIMississippi-

River
ISSI SlpplSlpp-

lRIverRiver..

The 60 million acres specifipeclflspecifi-specifi-

cally

¬'-

cally earmarked lorfor , or alreadyJlrcadalready-

transferred
}

transferred to , the StateSldte ofof-

AIJska

of-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJska exceeds the total landIJnd

grants to the States of NorthNorth-

Dakota
North-

DakotaDakota , South Dakota , Nebraska ,
Kansas , Oklahoma ;; Montana ,

WyomingWyommg , Colorado , New MexiMexi-Mexi-

co
¬'-

'coco'co , ArizonaAnzona , Utah , IdahoIdaJ1O , Nevad-NevadNevad-

a
-.

a , and CaliforniaCahfornia .

"TheThe"<Tlte DepaitmentDepJllmcnDepartment t recognizesrecuglHles ,
"

Secretary Morton said , "thatthat"that-
there

"< thatthat-

therethere arearc many interestslIIterests comcom-coin-coincom-

petmg
coin-

peting
¬-

petingpetmg for ownershipownerslup of landlandininmm-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska ., These includemclude the State ,

Alaska Natives , private individuindividu-individu-

als
individu-

als
¬-

als , and FederalFederalagenciesagencies actingactlllgacting-

inin1/11/ the publicpubltc interestmterest..

"II" have great confidenceconf dence ,

however , that the JointJomt State-StateState-

Ftderal
State-

Federal
State-

Federal
-

FtderalFederal Land PlanningPlanlllng CommisComnllS-ComnllSConnmis-ConnmisComnllS-

slon
Connmis-

sion
¬-

sionslon established by the SettleSettle-Settle-

ment
Settle-

ment
¬-

ment Act will helphelpresolveresolve thesethese-

mJlter
these-

mattersmattersmJlter, in a mannermJnnermariner most acceptaccept-accept-
able

accept-
able

¬-

able to all parties .
"

Co-ChairmenCoChairmenCo-ChalflnenChalflnen- ot01of the Commis( olllnl1ommis-ommisommis-
sion

¬-

sionslDn are.IreIre. Alaska'sAlaskasAIJ ka'skas' GovernorGovernur WilWil-Wil-

ham
Wil-

liam
¬-

liamham LganIganEgan.: for the State and Jackhckhck-
lIorton

Jack-
HortonllortonlIortonHorton , Former: Deputy UnderUnder-

SecretJry
Under-

SecretarySecretarySecretJry olof the Interior , for thethe-
Feder

the-

FederalFederalFeder .IIII. Government ..


