
Aspinallspinall Bill Stresses NativeNative-
Land

.

Land Use Not Property Rights
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WASHINGTONWASHINGTON - The intentintent-
of

intent-
ofofmajor provisions of the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative land claimsdaims legislationlegislatonlegislaton-
mtroduced

legislation-
introduced

]

introducedmtroduced in the House by Rep .

Wayne Aspinall.. Chairman ofof-

the
of-

thethe House Interior and InsularInsular-
Affairs

Insular-
AffairsAffairs Committee , andarid Rep .

James HaleyHal Y ( D-FlaDFla- . ) was exex-exex-

plained
ex-

plained
¬-

plainedplainedinin a memorandum circucircu-circu-
lated

circu-
lated

¬-

lated by legislative counsel 6fofof-

that
ff-

thatthat committee .

The memorandum summarSUmmar-SUmmar-
ized

summar-
ized

¬-
ized seven major provisions ofof-
the

of-
thethe legislation which was introIntro-Intro-
duced

intro-
duced

-¬

duced last week..

According to the ., .surnmarysurnmarysummary ,

the premise for the Aspinall billbill-

is
bill-

isis the need to protect NativeNative-
use

Native-
useuse and occupancy for the purpur-pur-

pose
pur-

pose
¬-

pose of maintaining a subsistencesubsistence-
economy

subsistence-
economyeconomy ratherrattler than to "recogrecog"recog-"recog-
mze

"recog-

nize

" ¬-

nizemze NativeNatlye use as a private propprop-prop-
crt

prop-
erty

¬-

ertycrt } right in all public
.

landslands-
in

lands-
inin Alaska . ""

Secondly .:;' livetIre legislationleglslalegislation-
would

t IonIon-
wouldwould enact a final settlement

of the Native claims and effecteffect-effect-
Ively

effect-
ively

¬-

ively extinguish all establishedestablished-
claims

established-
claimsclaims .

In discussing the land grantsgrants-
provjd

grants-
providedprovidedprovjd d for-forforin-' in10 the Aspinal billJillsill ,.

the memorandum placed littlelittle-
emphasis

little-
emphasisemphasis on the requirements

for anyanyspecificspecific acreage to10 bebe-

granted
be-

grantedgranted to Natives .

"TheThe"" 40 million acre figurefigureI-

Sis used for psychological purpur-purpur-

poses
pur-

poses
¬-

poses . It could be omfHed-omfHedomfHed-
and

omtomitomit-
and

! -_ .

and the Secretary would t'henthenihent'hen-

Continued

ihen-

IContinued

then-

Continued

'

ContinuedIContinued( on page 6)6)
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grant subsistence permitspennits onon-

whatever
on-

whateverwhatever acreage is needed ,.:"' itIIII-

st
it-

statedStatedst ted .

The only fee title providedprovided-
for

provided-
forfor in the Aspinall biltbiHbill wouldwould-
include

would-
includeinclude each village and the areaarea-

surrounding
area-

surroundingsurrounding each village to thethe-

extent
the-

extentextent Of three times the sizesize-

of
size-

ofof the village .

IndividualIndividutl; Natives living inin-

urban
in-

urbanurban areas would be allowed
160 acres outside villagevill 1ge< areas .

The legislative counselcouns l concon-con-

tends
¬.-

tends that Natives could farefare-

well
fare-

wellwell withwithuseuse permits on federalfederal-
lands

federal-
landslands and does not need fullfull-

ownership
full-

ownershipownership of Native claimedclaimed-
lands

claimed-
landslands .

WithWithregardregard to the( fie futurefuture-
development

future-
developmentdevelopment ofofareasareas now claimclaim-claim-
ed

claim-
ed

¬-

ed by Alaska Natives , the memomemo-
stated

memo-
stated . .stated ,. "TheThe.The" finalfilial decision , howhow-how-
ever

¬.-
ever , should not be vested inin-

one
in-

oneone-one- segment of the populationpopulation-
Natives

population-
Natives( Natives ) , but shouldshquld be mademade-

after
made-

afterafter considering the interestsint.erestsinterestsint.erests-

of
interests-

of
.

of all of the peoplep ople . "
The Aspinall bill does notnot-

provide
not-

provideprovide for an over-ridingoverridingQver-ridingQver- royaltyroyalty-
inin perpetuity from mineral revrev-revrev-

enues
rev-

enues
¬-

enues from federal lands .

The billion dollar package ,

overlver( a periodpenodpenodofperiodofof twenty-fivetwentyfivetwentyfive-
years

twentyfive-
years

-

years , would include an initialinitial-
S

initia-
lS50$250250S50S$ _'SO million from the federalfederal-
reasury

federal-
treasurytreasuryreasury( , $250250S2'S0S2S0S$ :! ' O

'-

million
m-

illion
'-

million
m-

illion
'-

million
m-

illion' over aa-

ten
a-

tenten year period from federalfederal-
revenues

federal-
revenuesrevenues , and $500500S500$ 500 millionmilhon overover-
aa 25 year period from the statestate-
share

state-
shareshare of mineralmineralrevenuesrevenues fromfrom-
federal

from-
federalfederal lands .

One of the most controversialcontroversial.-
aspects

controversial-
aspectsaspects.aspects. of the AspinallAspinalilegislaOolegislationlegislation-
isis likely to be the administrationadministration-
ofof the settlement proceeds .

TheThl: memo was quick to e-ee-

numcratc
ee-

numerate
-.

numcratcnumerate the disadvantages ofof-

the
of-

thethe nativenativeanativeorporationsnativeaorporations",rorporationsorporations .

Primary fears include highhigh-

co5ts
high-

costscostsco5ts of operation ,. creation ofof-

a
of-

aa financial giantgcant , the difficultiesdifficulties-
ofof assuringSsuring equal benefits , lack

of individualmdividualmdividualopporlunitindividualopportunityopportunityopporlunit} ,. andand-

duplicity
and-

duplicityduplicity of governmental&overnmentalovernmentalovernmcntalorgan&overnmentalorgan& overnmcntal organorgan-organ-
ization

organ-
ization

¬-

ization . ,

The memo also stated thatthaIthaI-

Alaska
that-

AlaskaAlaska Natives might notnol bebe-

capable
be-

capablecapable of looking after theirthenthen-
own

their-
ownown interests ininn a corporationcorporation-
situation

corporation-
situationsituation .

It noted a "lacklack"lackof" of effectiveeffecllvceffecllvc-

democratic
effective-

democraticdemocratic controls inI a largelarge-

corporation
large-

corporationcorporation , particularlyparticularlywIth
.

with unun-un-

sophisticated
un-

sophisticated
¬-

sophisticated people ... .
,'"Whether or not thistillS vague-vaguevague-

reference
vague-

reference
vague-

reference
-

reference totu Native abiliuabJlil\abJlilabilityabJlilrna\ ma\marna\rnama-

be
rna-

be
maymay-

be
\

be construedconstruedasas racism ,.: it isis-

obvious

;

obvious thatthaI the authorsaUlhors of thisthl ,

legislationlegl !> lation feel thatthaI Alaska N'a-N'aNaNa-N'a-

do
Na-

do
Na-

do

' -

do not possess sufficient sophissoplm-soplmsophis-soplm-
tlcation

sophis-
tication

.¬-

ticationtlcation to functionfuncllOn withinwltfl1n aa-

corporate
a-

corporatecorporate establishment .

ThisTI1I5 fear of NativeNateNat \ee\ inexperlIlexper-lIlexperinexper-lIlexper-
ience

inexper-
ience

¬-

ience is also evident in the propro-pro-

vision
¬.-

vision which wouldwouldrequuewouldrequirerequirerequue NaNa-NaNa-

tives
¬.-

tives to be appointedappointedrttllerappointedratherratherrttller: thanthan-
elected

than-
electedelected to the controlling agencyagency-
established

agency-
establishedestablished for the settlement ..

Another provision is simplysimply-
explained

simply-
explainedexplained . "AttorneyAttorney" fees forfor-

lobbying
for-

lobbyinglobbying the legislation areare-

severely
are-

severelyseverely limited .:"'
The finalfmal provision of thethe-

leglslal
the-

legislationlegislationleglslal ion would eliminate thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Indian Affairs inn AlasAlas-Alas-
ka

Alas-
ka

¬-

ka and delegated'legatedlegate, ' the stateslate thethe-
power

the-
powerpower to controlcontrolconSrolcontrolandconSrolandand administeradminister-
programs

administer-
programsprograms andand funds earmarkedearmarked-
for

earmarked-
forfor Alaska Natives .

'TheThe"The'" principal effect is toto-

end
to-

endend theth BIA organizationorgan tation in1010-

Ala
in-

AlaskaAlaskaAla !> ka andandchannelchannel federal edcded-eded-

ucation
¬.-

ucation , welfare ,. and health aidsaids-

through
aids-

throughthrough the State ," the memomemo-memo-
randum

memo-
randum

-¬

randum said .

This provision1provision ' is also41so likelytikelytikely-
to

likely-
toto be strongly opposed by NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive leaders who feel that onon-onon-

going
on-

going
¬-

going programsprogtams, shouldhould not bebe-

terminated
--

terminated until it is determineddetermined-
that

determined-
thatthat the needs of Alaska NativesNatives-
can

Natives-
cancan be otherwise met wijhou.twijhoutwUholJ.twUholJtwithoptwUholJ.-
tturning

withopt-
turning

.

turning the settlement intointo aa-

welfare
a-

welfarewelfare program .


