
line ReportReport Buries ImpactImpact on Natives ''

This month ,. hearingsheanngs willWlI] bebe-

held
be-

heldheldheldininIII Washington and later inmm-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage on the EnvironmentalEnvlfonmentalEnvlfonmental-
Impact

Environmental-
ImpactImpact of thede) Trans-AlaskaTransAlaska- PipePipe-Pipe-

hne
Pipe-

line
¬-

linehne
lineThehneThe

The preliminaryprellmmar draft of thethe-

Environmental
the-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental Impact StatementStatement-
prepared

Statement-
preparedprepared byb the Department ofof-

the- the Interior has been availableavaIlable-
smce

available-
sincesincesmce the endendofot01of January-closeJanuarycloseJanuarv-closeJanuarvJanuarvclose-
to

Januaryclose-
to ' --
to three hundred pages whichwhich-
examme

which-
examineexamineexamme the impact of a pipelinepipeline-
onon the ecology ' of Alaska . ( CopiesCopies-
ofof the report are.are. available fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe . BureauBufeauB\IFeBIFe.\, 1I of LandLal1d ManageManage-Manag-
ement

Manage-
ment

¬-

ment.. Cost-S3.00CostS3.00CostS3.00S300Cost-53.aOCost53.aO53.aO53aO- . eacheachk. )} -k----kk-
The

-.--*- '----
The impactim act of the pipelineplpelmeplpelme-

on
pipeline-

onon Alaska s NativeNa\J\'eNaJ'ee\ \' people isI-
Sbuned

is-

buriedburiedbuned in among the hundredshundre4shundre4s-
of

hundreds-
ofof pages ,. scattered between thethe-

Impact
the-

impactimpact of oil011 spillage, of domesticdomestic-
fislllng

domestic-
fishingfishingfislllng and the damage to wildwild-wild-
life

wild-
life

¬-

life patterns inn the area northnorth-
of

north-
ofof the Brooks Range .

WilliamWilham BylerBlerB\BBy\ lerlei . head of thethe-

Association
the-

AssociationAssociation onn AmericanAmerican IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs ,. Inc . in New York calledcalled-
the

called-
thethe Tundra Times to commentcomment-
onon the "shabbyshabby"shabbvshabbv"

' documentation "
in the report on the treatmenttreatment-
of

treatment-
ofof Alaskan Natives .

What MrAlr . Byler has noticed ,.

alongalongwithwith other observers ofof-

the
of-

thethe NativeNat lye scene ,. is the lack ofof-

an
of-

anyanyan\anantiem'\' tie-intieintie-mm- betweenbet"eenbeteen" examinationsexaminations-
onon the influenceII1fluence of the pipelinepipeline-
onon huntinghuntmg and fishingflshmg and thethe-

I

the-
effectI' effect of thistIllS influencemfluence on thethe-

life
the-

lifelife suleststyleIe
.

of man\manmansmanAlaskanman \ Alaskan Na-NaNaI-

1V

Na -.
I1Vtives

One resident of the North ,. anan-

Eskimo
an-

EskimoEskimoEskimoh'owho\\h'oh'oho\\ ' was"asas" brought upup-

m
up-

ininm Point Hope ,. described the

"pristinepristine"pristprist" me quality " ofofhethe\hehe\ land ofof-

his
of-

hishis birth . With clear streams .
( ContinuedContnued, on page 5)5)
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ves . . .
( Contmuet1Continued from page 111)1)

no airir pollution ,. the wildernessldernesswwilderness-
encroaches

lderness-
encroachesencroaches upon the doorpostsdoorposts-
ofof the small Native communicommuni-communi-
ties

communi-
ties

¬-

ties .

"TheThe"" only identifiableidentjfiable neganega-nega-

tive
nega-

tive
¬-

tive cultural influenceinfluence that couldcould-
be

could-
bebe associated with the implemenimplemen-implemen-
tation

implemen-
tation

¬-

tation of the project would bebe-

a
be-

aa reduction in remnant huntinghunting-
and

hunting-
andand fishing cultures that stillstill-

characterizesorne
stil-

ldtaracterizesomeNativecharacterizesorneNativedtaracterizesomeNativecharacterizesorne Native groups .,:"'
reports the Interior DepartmentDepartmDepartment-
survey

ntnt-

surveysurvey .

There would be at least twotwo-
reasons

two-
reasonsreasons for this reduction . TheThe-
first

The-
firstfirst reason is farily positive .

"GenerallyGenerally" improved economeconom-econom-
ic

econom-
ic

¬-
ic conditionscOl,1ditionscOl1ditions, that wouldwowouldresultldldresultresultresult-
from

result-
fromfrom the production ofofoiloil andand-

its
and-

itsits relatedrdated economiceconom Crelurnreturn wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave the potentialpoi en tial ofo'roro'rconsidofconside'r' considerconside'r-conside'rconsidconside'r-
ably ' ¬-
ably .upgradingupgrading., public servicesse"rvices"

,

health care , education and vocavoca-voca-
tional

voca-
tional

¬-

tional trainingtrainiog in rural areas4areas4'-
Also

areas .
,"'"

'AlsoAlso' ; the report goes on , "thethe"the-
construction

"the-
construction

"
construction phase of the projectproject-
would

project-
wouldwould provide on-the-jobonthejob- - vocaVOca-VOc-

ational
voca-

tional
¬-

. tionaltional- -tiona-
ltionaltotraining to " Alaska rest-restresi-resirest-

dents
rest-

dents
resi-

dents
-

dents :..
-' Such improvedimprovedopporopporoppor-oppor-

tunlties
oppor-

tunities
¬-

-

tunitiestunlties might cause Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-

tives
¬:-

tives to leave the villagesvitlages .
' '

The other reasonr ason for a reducreduc-reduc-
tion

reduc-
tion

¬-

tion jnin subsistence economyeconJny.;

\\ouldould\ouldwould\,\ probably beb , the damagesdamages-
toto fishing and wildlife which areare-

inevitable
are-

inevitableinevitable if civilization , pollupollu-pollu-
tion

pollu-
tion

¬-

tion , and oil spillagesp llage come toto-

Alaska's
to-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' wilderness . ._-
Primarily , there will be effectseffects-

from
effects-

fromfrom construction work on thethe-
wildlife

the-
wildlifewildlife inin the areas . Some ofof-

these
of-

thesethese effects may be reversiblereversible-
once

reversible-
onceonce construction ends when thethe-

area
the-

areaarea loses its temporary populapopula-popula-
tion

popula-
tion

-¬-

tion and noise and pollutionpollution-
ncident

pollution-
incident!incidentncident to anyconstructionanvcomtructionan construction propro-pr-
oJect.r

pro-
ject

-¬

jectJect.rJectr..
".* ,

"ConstructionConstruction" activity willwi1lwi1-

lhave
will-

havehave IShr\rail'\radverseadverse effect on thethe-
wildlife

the-
wildlifewildlife inhabiting the areas ad ¬.,
jacent to the pipeline route byby-

distrubing
by-

distrubingdistrubing the normalnonnal behavioralbehaviora-
lpatterns

behaviora-
lpatternspatterns of those animals . TheseThese-
effects

These-
effectseffects will be most pronouncedpronounced-
onon those wildlife which tendtend-
to

tend-
toto be intolerant of human acac-acac-

tivities
ac-

tivities
¬-

tivities .
,""

The very presence of aboveabove-
ground

above-
groundground pipeline maymjy: distrubdistrub-
caribou

distrub-
cariboucaribou migrations . "OilOil" pojlu-pojlupollu-pollupojlu-
tion

poJlu-
tion

pollu-
tion

-

tion accidents '""* and the dispersaldispersal-
of

--

of
o- f- of "treatedtreated" sewage effluentemuenf'"! intointo-
streams

into-
streamsstreams , lakes and rivers in thethe-

vicinity
the-

vicinityvicinity ofofconstructionconstruction ,. campscamps-
will

camps-
willwill liavetlavehave an "asas" yet not ., comcom-com-
pletely

com-
pletely

¬-
pletely understood "" effect on

the wildlife ,. fish and environenviron-environ-
ment

environ-
ment

¬-

ment..

"InIn" general ," the report concon-con-

cludes
con-

eludes
¬-

cludeseludes in its summary of negativenegative-
environmental

negative-
environmentalenvironmental impacts , "therethere"there-
would

"there-
would

"
would be increased levels ofof-
pollution

of-
pollutionpollution resulting from the prespres-pres-
ence

pres-
ence

-¬-

ence of increased numbers ofof-

people
of-

peoplepeople .

"TheThe" reduction of wildernesswilderness-
area

.
area , wildlife habitat , and dede-dede-

gradation
de-

gradation
¬-

gradation of scenic values alongalong-
the

along-
thethe pipeline right-of-wayrightofway-- - , thoughthough-
all

though-
allall proportionally small , mustmust-
be

must-
bebe counted as environmentalenvironmental-
costs

environmental-
costscosts . There is a probabilityprobability-
that

probability-
thatthat some oil spills willwmwmoccuroccuroccur-
even

occur-
eveneven under the most stringentstringent-
enforcement

stringent-
enforcementenforcement .

,""
AVhileWhile most of the influenceinfluence-

of
influenc-

eofof '. environmental pollution isis-

measured
is-

measuredmeasured in termstenns of recreationrecreation-recreation-
al

¬-
al aspects ,. little is said in thethe-

report
the-

reportreport on the influence of dede-dede-

ceased
de-

ceased
¬-

ceased wildlife , damage to thethe-

tundra
the-

tundratundra and 'potentialpotential' pollutionpollu.tionpollu.tion-
in

pollution-
in

.

in streams andandriversrivers on thethe-
subsistence

the-
subsistencesubsistence economy .

One observer pointed out thethe-
report

the-
reportreport fails to document the useuse-

of
use-

ofof the Yukon fishery by NativesNatives-
for

Natives-
forfor subsistence . ....

In some villagesvi1lages , fishing coco-co-¬

' . ,

operatives are weakly beginning .

Perhaps there should be moremore-
concern

more-
concernconcern for the impact of thethe-

pipeline
the-

pipelinepipeline on the Native people ,

commented William Byler of thethe-

AAI
the-

AAIAAI in New York . '

He suggested some kind ofof-

understanding
of-

understandingunderstanding or provision forfor-

an
for-

anan indemnity to be paid toto-

Natives
to-

NativesNatives for oil spills if theythey-
destroy

they-
destroydestroy fishing areas-notareasnot-- justjust-

fines
just-

finesfines to be paid to the federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment .
.

The reportreportdocuments'documentsdocuments-documents'- posiposi-posi-
tive

posi-
tive

¬-

tive
'-

as
a- s'-

as
a- s' as well as negative impactsimpacts-

of
impacts-

ofof the pipelinepip lne! . One requirementrequirement-
forforor any permitpennitpermit to be grantedgranted-
isisisisthatthat the "permitteepermittee"pennitteepennittee" "" shallshall-

submit
shall-

submitsubmit proposals to the SecretarySecretary-
ofof the Interior regarding recruitrecruit-recruit-
ment

recruit-
ment

¬-

ment , testingt sting ,. training ,. placeplace-place-
ment

place-
ment

¬-

ment ,. employment and jobjob-
counseling

job-
counselingcounseling of Alaska Natives .

The pipeline constructor willwill-

be
will-

bebe required
,

to create pre-em-preempreem-
ployment

preem-
ployment

preem-
ployment

--- -

ployment and on-the-jobonthejobon-thejobthejob- -- trainingtraining-
for

training-
forfor AlaskaAlask Natives and to emem-emem-
plQY

em-

ploy
¬-

ployplQY those who complete theirtheir-
training

their-
trainingtraining program ,successfully .

', "AlthoughAlthough"' some of the jobjob-
o

job-
opportunitiesoopportunitiesportunities created by the dede-dede-

velopment
de-

velopment
¬-

velopment of Alaska pioil) resourcesresources-
will

resources-
willwill be filled by people who

, .

come to Alaska from otherother-

states
other-

statesstates , training programs for nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive

¬-

tive Alaskans are expected toto-

increase
to-

increaseincrease the number 'ofof'of jobs availavail-avail-

able
avail-

able
¬-

able to them ,:"' the documentdocument-
reports

document-
reportsreports ,.

In addition , the report citedcited-
that

cited-
thatthat Alyeska

,
Pipeline has volunvolun-volun-

tarily
volun-

tarily
¬-

tarily institutedinstitutedaa program toto-

contract
to-

contractcontract with native ownedownedandandand-

operated
and-

operatedoperated corporations to insureinsure-
native

insure-
nativenative participation in pipelinepipeline-
construction

pipeline-
constructionconstruction .

Yet , despite the benefits , thethe-

report
the-

reportreport agrees there willwi1l be somesome-
substantial

some-
substantialsubstantial disruption of the wilwil-wilwil-

derness
wil-

derness
¬-

derness .

"ItIt"II" t is clearly re.cognizedrecognizedre . ognized thatthat-
no

,thatthat-
nono stipulation can altera ter the funfun-funfun-

damental
fun-

damental
¬-

damental change that developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

-¬-

ment would bringbr ng to this area .

Whether this transition is adverseadverse-
oror advantageous is a matter ofof-

value
of-

value
, .

value judgement.."


