Youngslers jrom Vlllages—

Problems of Boardmg Students

Boardlng parents. famllles at

home, young people and educa-

‘tors grapple with the problems’

of boarding home students.
Coming to :Fairbanks from
small rural villages, places where

all faces are familiar, a 'school

as ‘large “as' Latrhop H. S can
be threatening.

Here, crammed 'into a large
modern building. over a thousand
‘students go their own directions.
In the crowd, the Native sludenls

«.can become lost.

Scattered in dozens of classes.-

drawn ‘together by common: in-
terests, but 'living miles apart,
Native students at
Lathrop H.S. usually stay.apart,
from the rest of the school: !

For many : of them, coming

from small villages. high school.
brings . their first close contact’

with a.white culxure—m a white
town.
In. November,

banded together in-the Alaska
Native Youth Association.

For most’ of them, this is
their first school activity. Since
early November, the club has
tried to meet during lunch hours.
At sponsored two school dances
and - an after school ‘meeting
featuring Joe Upicksoun, Presi-
- dent of the Arctic Slopc Native
Association.

“Transportation is the major
problem,” explained Verna West-
lake of Kiana, the group’s treasur-
er. ‘In her second year at Lath-
rop, Verna spent . her first eight
years of schooling in the village
school at Kiana. Her village
isin the Northwest areaofAlaska,
inland - from Kotzebue on the
Koyuk River.

“It’s too much of a problem
getting home: after school (most
students take the school bus and
have no other way of getting
home if they miss it) or going
to evening meetings,” she said.

For now. the group meets
during lunch ‘hour-but Lathrop
has four staggered lunch hours.
At any one.time, half the stu-
dents are in class—or should be:

Several of the group’s officers
-agreed.” Leonard Kriska of Ko-
yukuk. is the group’s president.
Robert Aiken of Barrow is vice
president. = Aileen Kubanyi of
Fairbanks serves as secretary and

Fairbanks' .

several -ofthe -
Native students at Lathrop H.S.

Verna
treasurer.

Other ofﬁcers are (Jcrald Pnlot
of Koyukuk, program chairman

and Pamela Van Dyke of Beaver,

the recreation ch.urman

Gerald Pilot, the program
chairman'for the!group, is on the
lookout for prominent ‘Native
speakers to appcar atan evening
meeting.

It: was Gerald who hunted

around Fairbanks '’ looking " for
speakers, spied out Joe Upick-
soun—in Fairbanks for a meeting
of .the ad hoc committee for a
I-alrbanl\s Boarding School.

“I' went around: and. asked
Betty Magnuson (boarding home
coordinator) if she kncw anyone,
and she "told me, Gerald ex-
plained.

The progr.xm chdlrm.m aresi-

dent. of the village of Koyukuk .

at. the junction of the Koyukuk
and’: Yukon - Rivers, transferred
to Lathrop’ this year from Mt.
Edgecumbe boardmg school. He
was a straight A student at Mt.
Edgecumbe, -a. member of the
National Honor Society.

“That was my club,” Gerald
explained. -

As program

chairman; his

‘dream’is 10 bring Byron Mallott

to.speak with the ANYA.

In the near future, the ANYA
plans an exhibit of Eskimo arts
and “crafts. Bob Aiken of Bar-

row,  their vice president, will
put together the exhibit..
“I'll get the things from

home.™ he explained. In Barrow,
his grandfather carvesgvory and
can provide examples of Eskimo
arts. and crafts.  Bob' provided
the decorating for the two suc-
cessful dances ANYA has spon-
sored. :

Three of the officers, all
boarding home students, agreed
they would rather live in board-
ing homes than a dormitory.

“In ‘a boarding school, you
have rules and regulations and
curfews - and all that sort of
thing,” explained Verna West-
lake: 'Bob Aiken. transferred to
Lathrop this 'year from Kodiak,
where he lived in a dormitory.
Most of .the students are bother-
ed mainly by problems in getting
together with their friends and
complainabout'having “nowhere
togo™.

Westlake = of Kmna is, -

*“They -ought to have a plauc
where. we could go and play
basketball,” suggested one -boy.
The Native Welcome . Cénter,
which plans to move this month
to larger' quarters, conducts a
program of youth Jclivilics which
it plans to cxp.md

AJ present, it has only a pool
table ‘and a juke box for recrea-

“tion~in a‘run-down tiny building

downtown. Most of the boarding
studentslive in the suburbs-where
houses .are large and oncn miles
from town.

For the officers, ‘this year
is the first time they have ever.
participated “in-a school club.
They are.learning quickly, Verna
Westlake, the treasurer, already,
has a firm grasp on the finantes
of the group. The officers are
enthusiastic and - searching” for
ideas.

Mrs. Irene Cleworth; counselor
for the boarding home students,
serves as faculty sponsor to the
native youth.

At first,” she explained, “we
debated the idea of a segregated
group.  However, anyone who
is-interested - can ‘come to the
meetings and join.

“The advisory ‘board. of the
Boarding Home Program thought
it was a good idea when it first

" came up, as long as it _serves a

purpose, “she explained.

“It gives many of the students
more of a feeling of self identity,”
explained Mrs. Cleworth.

“Whenever the ANYA no long-
er serves a purpose; we can drop
| .
‘Meanwhile. according to their
by-laws, the members of the
Alaska Native Youth Association
have pledged themselves to:

1. Promote a more  active
participation in the school we
attend. i

2. Learn more of the arts and
crafts of our people.

3.-Instill a pride in our heri-
tage.

4. Promote better education
opportunities ~ of . the Native
Youth. :

5. Provide rccreallondl activi-
ties.

. Create inter=st .in. political -
ucuvmcs that would promote
the general health and welfare
of Native children and youth.



