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Washington CorrespondentCorrespondent-

WASHINGTON

CorrCorrespondentCorrespondent-

WASHINGTON

spondeot

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON\WASHINGTONWASHINGTOND.C!\; D.C-Effec-D.CEffecD.CDCEffecD.CEffect-
ive

D.CDCD.CEffect-
ive

. .- Effec-.
tive Sunday , MorrisMorrtis Thompson

. _ . _ _ _ becamecame theth first.Alaska( , NativeNat v

to ., be
, ',

AlaskaAlaskaAlaska4yArear
1"11111" , . y

4yArear
,.
'AreaArea'

"

rc
'111',

"

DirectorDiiDirectoXc.topctop.

'(''/11/iQfiQ-

fthe
of
' "

(
the Bureau of IndiartIndian Affairs .

The appointment of ThompThQmp-ThQmpThomp-ThQmp'-
son

Thomp-
son

-¬-
'sonson'son , 31 , to thethepost'

,post has draTwndrawndrawn-
more

drawn-
moremore-

t
more , praise .fromfrom. Alaskans in

thanthaniany'anyanyiany'! othero\heroher\ event

' . '

in recentrecenrecentin-onrecentinont monthsmon
-

thstbs .

,
As. , SpecialSp

,
cial Assistant to In-InIn-

terior'Secrerary
In-

tenorSecretary
In-

tenonSecretary
-

terior'SecreraryteriorSecrerarytenorSecretarytenonSecretary.,
'
; WalteVWalterWalt 'rr' J ., Hickel .

Morris
,

Thompson has beenb en inin-inin-

strumental
in-

strumental
¬-

strumentalstrumental in making Uieihethe federalfederillfederill-
government

federal-
governmentgovernment more responsive to

the needs of IndiansIIndiansdians .

'
11-

Born

\

Born to the late ! WarrenWarren-
ThompsonThompson and Alice TliompsprtT 10mpSltompsohtompsoh-
in

;> OO-

inin Tanana , helieh
,
attendedattende TananaTannTanana-

Day
:! :!

Day School and gradua ed fromfrom-
Mt

from-
AltMlAltMt.. EdgecumbeEdgecumb High SthoolS hoolpool in

1959lQ59 .

After studyingst dy'iogdyiogdy'iog2.t'
Zl2.t2t2. , years atat-

the

'

the UniversityUn versity o'fof'f Alaska , ThompThonip-ThonipThonip-
son

¬.-
son attendedatteoded the RCARC A InstituteInstitute-
inin Los AngelesAngelaAngelAngelaand

, andlnd< graduatedgraduated-

Continued

graduated-
Continued( ContinuedContinuedContinuedonon page 6)66 )} .
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1''asas123as ann electronicselectroij cs techniciantechnician.,. ,.

He worked in this capacitycapacity-
atat the Gilmore Creek SatelliteSatellite-
Tracking;

.

. Tracking facility near'narnar'near' (! FairbanksFa rb3nks '

.
until January of ., 19671967when19,671967, , -whenwhen.when-.

'GovernorGovernor6ovemorI6ovemorI' Hickel appointed himhim-
as.Deputy

him-
asDeputyas-DeputyasDeputyas.DeputyasDeputy.- Director of theth.ethe. RuralRural-
Dev

Rural-
DevelopmentDevelopmentDev lopment Agency aridand , subsub-sub-
sequently

sub-

sequently
-¬-

sequently , as ExecutiveExecutivl: SecreSecre-Secre-
tary

Secre-
tary

¬-
tary of the NORTH Commission .

Morris Thompson becamebec'amebec'ame-
Special

became-
Special

'

Special Assistant to SecretarySecretary-
Hickel

Secretary-
HickelHickel '. in June of:;: 1969 andand-

sought
and-

sought1 sought the BIA "areaarea"
area directordirector-director-

ship
.-

sfiipsliipship following Hickel'sHickelsHicke'sHickesHickey'sHickeys) ' dismissal .

His interest in Alaska NativeNatNative-
"AiTairs

ve
"Affairs"AiTairsAiTairs"' is ' reflected in his pastpast-

involvement
past-

involvementinvolvement as ChairmariChairmanChairm n) of thethe-

Board
the-

BoardBoard ofof the Fairbanks NativeNative-

Association
Native-

AssociationAssociation ., and as Secretary-SecretarySecretary-
Ereasurer

Secretary-
freasurer

-.
EreasurerfJeasurerfreasurer ' of the incorporatingincorporating-
Board

incorporating-
boardboard of thehe Alaska Village ElecElec-Elec-
trification

Elec-
trification

¬-
. trification Cooperative .

Thompson is married to Thel-ThelThel-
ma

Thel-
ma

Thel-
ma

-

ma:: Mayo of Rampart and Fair-FairFair-
Bank's

Fair-
6anJs

Fair-
banks

-
Bank'sBanks6anJs(' . Thelma is the greatgreat-
granddaugh

great-
granddaughtergranddaughtergranddaughter of thethe-thewellknown- well-knownwellknownwellknown-
"Cap

-
"CapCap"'" " Mayo of Rampart..

The couple hashai! two children .

SherylSlieryl will be five in MarchMarch-
and.Nicole

March-
andNicoleamLNicoleand.NicoleandNicoleand-NicoleandNicole.- is one year old .

In an interview with the Tun-TunTun-

dra'Timas
Tun-

dra
Tun-

dra
-

dra'TimasdraTimasdra ', Tin.i-STin.iSTin.iTiniSTin).-* during hish s last hourhour-
on

hour-
onon the job in the Interior SecreSecre-Secr-
ery's

Secre-
tary's

¬-

tary'starysry'srys' office , Director ThompsonThompsThompson-
discussed

nn-

discusseddiscussed ,the changing role ofof-

tlie
of-

thedietliethe BIA in Alaska .

"TheThe"The realr al role of the BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

ofof Indian Affairs in Alaska isis-

tD

is-

tototD be of technical assistanceassistance-
toto the Natives of Alaska ,,"" hehe-

stated
he-

statedstatedstated-..-stated"The
"TheThe"" he largest event that isis-

going
is-

goinggoing to happen will be thethe-

tremendous
the-

tremendoustremendous change in NativeNative-
Affairs

Native-
AffairsAffairs in Alaska .

"ThisThis111is"" will require a wholewhole-

neW

whole-
newnew look at the types of servicesservices-
tfiat

services-
thattfiatthat the Bureau can provide ,"

Thompson said .

He said that the needs ofof-
Native

of-
NativeNative Alaskans must be concon-con-
sidered

con-
sidered

¬-

sidered in shaping the role ofof-
tJ

of-
thethetJe BIA in Alaska .

"WeWe'We"'' must see that the perper-per-
sonal

per-perper-
sonal

¬--'

sonal ., and human needs of thethe-

RWple
the-

peoplepeopleRWple are met ," ThompsonThompson-
stated

Thompson-
statedstatedstated-.-
statedThe

The new director envisionsenvisions-
aa place for the BIA in thethe-

massive
the-

massivemassive adjustments that mustmust-
tie

must-
bebetie made when a settlement ofof-

the
of-

thethe.. Alaska Native land claimsclaims-
isis reachedre ched .

"WeWe" . have to look to seesee-

how
see-

howhow the BIA can relate to thethlthe-
postsettlement

:
post-settlementpostsettlement- period-periodperiodhe,,''-.' he said .

The'The"The"'" Bureau will assist NaNa-NaNa-

tiVe
Na-

tive
¬-

tive groups in the considerationconsideration-
ofofof.. the post-settlementpostsettlement- plans thatthat-
are

that-
areareare-arearebrought'- brought up ., This is oneone-
or

one-
ofofor. my main objectives ,"" addedadded-
Thompson

added-
ThompsonThompson .,

The director indicatedindicated.thatindicatedthatindicated.that-
he

.thatthat. .that-

lieHelie: "waswas" especially pleased withwit-
htlk

with-
thethetlk:_ degree of leadership exercisexercis-exercis-
ed

exercis-
ed

-¬-

ed by a great and increasingincreasing-
numbernumber of Alaska Natives . .

"II"1'1'hav-

e

1hav-

e'
have a good feeling aboutabout-

warkingwithworkingwarkingwith.,with Alaska Natives whowho-
Have

who-
HaveHave the interest of their clientelecliclientele-
at

ntelentele-
atat heart ," hehesaidsaid . .

When questioned withwithregardregardregard-
toto the desire of some personsperSQnsperSQns-
and

persons-
andandand-andcongressmen,.- congressmen to terminateterminatet-
f1e

terminate-
thedietf1ethe BIABfA in Alaska , ThompsonThompson-
saidsaid ' that it was, essential 1'010toto-

have
to'haveIiave more consultationconsultation withwithIwith-

A1
I,

AlaskaA1 ska Native ,. communitiescommunities tot-
orereallyre:ly see what their desiresdesdesires'aredesiresareres- 'areres- are' are . .

-_
He added that consultationconsultatio-

noFthisoJrthisoFthisoF , this 'sortsort'
sort must be made to

.
. ,

.

determinedeten ine whetherih4therwh% ther servicesservices-cur-servicescurservicescur-
rently

'.- curcur-cur-

rently
¬-

rently provided by the bureaubureau-
should

bureau-
shouldshould be

, transferredtratrar > sferred to eithereither-
the

either-
thethe statest te oror NativeNaqve groups . '

ThompsonThomps Nativen poted|raotedoted <,' that thethe-

contractcontractontract for operationo eration of thethe-
Southeastern

the-
Southeastern

'

Southeastern AreaA
Oieration

ea-
t

eatoffic-

e

ea office by theth-
e1l

the-

'TlingitTlingit1lngit'Tlingit1l' ngit and HaidaHai a Central CounCQun-CQunCoun-CQu-
ncuushould

Coun-
cil

¬-
cilcuushould"shouldshould" bebberereadyre

,
dy for signature'Signature'Signature-

fairly
signature-

fairly
'.

fairly soon .:"' \55-

Asked
.

Asked whetherwhethrwheth ;r theretheretherewaswas anyany-

foundation
any-

foundationfoundation to theQ-ieQiethe- rumor thatthat-
the

that-
thethe

' Alaska AreaAreaAreaoffice!, office of thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIABIA,,,
., would mov'mov' from "

:
,

JuneauJuneau-
toto FairbanksFairbanksThornpson,Thompson respondrespond-respond-
ed

¬.-

ed, "II" don'tdont' think the movemove-
is

move-
isis seriouslysriouslysriously being consideredtonsidered! atat-

tJlis
at-

thisthistJlis time ..""
The new director was thenthen-

asked
then-

askedasked whether the BureauBur.eau. hashas-

come
has-

comecome under the control ofofurbanurbanurban-
Indiahs

urban-
IndiansIndiansIndiahs and whether such concon-concon-

trol
con-

trol
¬-

trol might bebedetrimentaldetrimental-detrimental- toto-

the
to-

thethe operations of the BIA inin-

rural
in-

ruralrural areas of AlaskaAlask3 .

"TheThe" Commissioner has gaga-gaga-

thered
ga-

thered
¬-

thered togethertogetlter a balanced teamteam-
of

team-
ofofofnewnew leadership in the BIAmA ,

which is a very positive thing .

'TheThe"The'"" top administrative popo-popos-

itions
pos-

itions
-¬

sitions are heldheJd by young , agag-agag-

gressive
ag-

gressive
¬-

gressive Indians from all Sectorssectors-
of

sectors-
ofofthethe Indian community , mostmost-
of

most-
ofof whom 1I know on a firstfirst-
name

first-
namename basis , and these includeinclude-
Native

include-
NativeNative Alaskans ," said ThompThomp-Thomp-
son

Thomp-
son

-¬-

son .

One problem area encounterencounter-encounter-
ed

encounter-
ed

¬-
ed in the past with the BureauBureau-
has

Bureau-
hashas been the slow communicacommunica-communica-
tions

communica-
tions

¬-

tions between the 31A in AlaskaAlaska-
and

Alaska-
andand the WashingWashington! on office . DirecDirec-Direc-
tor

Direc-
tor

¬-
tor Thompson was asked whatwhat-
might

what-
mightmight be done about it .

He replied that his experienceexperience-
with

experience-
withwith the Interior DepartmentDepartment-
inin WashingWashingtoncouldWashington! on ., could be valuablevaluable-
inin that he is able to understandunderstand-
how

understand-
howhow the Bureau operates andand-

he
and-

hehe has grown to know mostmost-
key

most-
keykey personalities .

"IfIf" this communications probprolrprob-prolrl-
em

prob-
lem

¬-
lem exists , my experience willwill-

hopefully
will-

hopefullyhopefully help alleviateal1eviate it ,
.

"
,Thompson stated .

He points with well deserveddeserved-
pride

deserved-
pridepride to his experience withwith-
the

with-
thethe FNA in Fairbanks , the GovGov-Gov-

ernor's
¬.-

ernor'sernors' OfficeOft ce inI Juneau , andand-

the
and-

thethe experience on a nationalnationall-
evel

nationall-
evellevel with many of the Bureau'sBureausBureau's-
new

Bureau's-
new

'
new team .

"MyMy" government experienceexperience-
hashas taught me how to workwork-
within

work-
withinwithin the system to make thatthat-
system

that-
systemsystem work better for AlaskaAlaska-
Natives

Alaska-
NativesNatives ," he added .

"MyMy" family and I areareanxiousareanxious-
to

anxiousanxious-
toto get backpack to Alaska andandourourour-
friends

our-
friendsfriends . I look forward to'meet-to'meettomeetto-meet-tomeetto'meet-
ing

to'meet-
ing

'- -

'- with Native organizationsorganizations-
andand to trying to bring greatergreater-
understandingunderstanding between state andand-

federalfederal governments in Alaska .
,

"II" 1 am trernendouslytremendously pleasedpleasedipleasedi-
toto go backbackandand do my part inin-

helpinghelpingwithhelping with this arearea of greatgre tt-

interestinterest and look forward toto-

workingworking very closely.closely. withwithallallall-

peoplepeople in the Alaska Native move-movemove-
Tient

-.
Tientment( ,. ,

"MyMy" door will be open toto-

allillall Natives andandnonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives-,"- ,:"' ,

concludedcon luded .

MorrisMorrisThompsonThompson and his wifewife-
fhelma left ' Washington SundaySunday-
ror"

a cross-countrycrosscountry--- parar trip to

.
) . ___, _
ThereThere-Therethey'- theyUley willt visit IricndsInenJsriends( ,

to Vancouver , catch thethe-
erry:erry WickershamWicke.rsham,. , and arrive inin-

JuneauluneauJuneau in time for him 1o10to beginbegin-
NorNor on February 25:!5 .

.


