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General CounselCo nsel , AFNAFN-

Deemed
AFN-

DeemedDeemed Inconsistent onon-

Claim, Claim Solution ViewsViewsB-
yByBv, MADELYN SHULM-ANSHULMANSHULMANSHULMAN-

Staff
SHULMAN-

Staff
-

Staff WriterWnterWriter-

Several
Wnter-

Several
Writer-

SeveralSeveral prominent observers ofofthethe Alaska Land ClaimsClaims-
fight

Claims-
fightfight in Washington now question whether Ramsey ClarkClark-
General

Clark-
General( General Counsel for the Alaska Federation of Natives )

and the AFN BoardBoardofof Directors agree on what would bebe-

an
be-

anan equitable landlandclaimsclaims settlement ..

requIredforThe amount of landlandrequIredrequired
for an acceptableacct'ptableacctptable' settlement apap-apap-

pears
ap-

pears
¬-

pears to be the major conflictconflict-
between

conflict-
betweenbetween the former AttorncAAttorneyAttorney-
General

ttorne\ttornettorne-
General

>\.
GeneralGeneralandand the AFNAfTAFN-

Clark
AFN-

Clark

.;
ClarkClarkISis reported byb % moremore-

than
more-

thanthan one prominentpromment EasternEaste"rn" adad-adad-

YOcdte

ad-

vocate
¬-

vocateYOcdte of the AlaskanAlasbn NativeNatveNatve-
as

Native-
as

]

as havinghaNiiagha\hahalI\ lI g been in10 favor of SenateSenate-
bill

Senate-
billbill SISS1830I 830S30 . This billbilllIeh, which\\/lIehlIehwhich-
provided

\ /lIeh-

providedprovided for 10 million acreacresacres-
and

*

and 500 million dollars passedpassed-
the

passed-
thethe Senate last fall..

Observers report that ClarkClark-
felt

Clark-
feltfelt SIS$$183018301183030> was an excellentexcelJent setset-set¬-

tlementclement ,. providingprovIdmg somesumesonic landland-

and
land-

andand a great deal of moneymane } .

"ItIt"" was my feelingfeel 109 thatthdt therethere-
was

there-
waswas not widespread"despreaddespread" delight in101-
0Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaskaAlaskaoerovero\eroer\ the SenateSenJte actiondctlOn .:"'
commentedcommentedoneone friendfTIend on thethe-

Edst
the-

EastEastEdst CoastCOdst who", ho is closelycloselv concon-con-

nected
con-

nected
¬-

nected with the land claimsc1alln pushpush-

Indeed
push-

Indeed
push-

indeedIndeed there was notnol.. AA-

Tundia
A-

TundraTundraTundia Times poll last1J; t JulyJul ot01of01-

Alaskan
of-

AlaskanAlaskan villagers and NativeNatJve readwad-wadread-wad-

ers
read-

ers
¬-

ers showed them to be almostalmost-
overwhelmingly

lnostlnost-
oer"helmllgly

)
overwhelminglyo\er"helml/lglyoer"helmlerhelmllgly\ " / min favorfav r of muremoremore-

ContInued

more-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



AFN
\

.Attorney
.

forpeyrne QlQlr(,park; r Draws DoiibtsDoubts
, ,

. .

landland inin thethesettlementsettlement .
I-

ShortlyShortly afterart r, theth WashingtonWWashington-
Post

!. illg.t.Qlillgt.QlillgtQlillg.t.Q-
lPost

..!
Post usedused 'thethe114e', t e

,'
TundraTundra TimesTimes-

article
Times

articler1c1e asas a ' basis to measurememeasure-
opinions

suresure-
opinionsopinions in Washington . RamseyRamsey-
Clark

Ramsey-
ClarkClark appeared closer 'toto', to Con'ononCon-ConCon-
gress

(' ¬.-
gressgress , JUanfnanj-thoughtfnanjthoughtmany}"',. '- thought , than thetthe-
Natives

e-e-e-

NativesNatives he was hiredI-liredIlired- to representrepresent .

Several Congressmen havehave-
cited

have-
citedcited the claimcIlim; that any largelarge-

land
large-

landland settlementsettlement wouldwOllld, isolateisolate-
the

isolate-
thethe Native people from thehe gengen-gengen-

eral
gen-

eral
¬-

eral Alaskan society . .'

Senator Henry MAi . ' JacksonJJackson-
was

cksonckson-
waswas quoted as calling

.
a largelarge-

land
large-

landland settlement a "sociologicalsociological'sociological"sociological-
disaster

"'sociological-
disaster

'

disaster "
,. which wouldwouldcreatecreatecreate-

"rlUge
create-

"huge"hugehuge"rlUgerlUge" native enclaves " to blockblock-
further

block-
furtherfurther development of the state .

. According to many , AlaskansAJaskans .,

Ramsey Clark may agree
'.. '. ',

According to many who werewere-
in

were-
inin Washington for the last ConCon-Con-

gressional
Con-

gressional
¬-

gressional Session , Clark lobbiedlobbied-
inin the House for a bill with thethe-

same
the-

samesame provisions as SISS18308301830 . AFNAFN-
leaders

AFN-
leaders

'-

arriving
a-

rriving
'-

arriving
a-

rriving
'

leaders , arriving in WashingtonWashington-
inin September and October ,

promptly contradicted this popo-po-
sition

po-
sition

-¬

sition .

"IfIf" you don'tdont' want SI51830S1830830 ,

you'dyoud' better get yourself anotheranother-
lawyer

another-
lawyerlawyer ,,"" was the reported comcom-com-
ment

com-
ment

¬-

ment from members of thete! tie, HouseHouse-
Interior

House-
InteriorInterior Committee .

If, as many believe , RamseyRamsey-
Clark

Ramsey-
ClarkClark believes the land is worthworth-worth-
less

worth-
less

¬-
less and of questionable sociosocio-sociol-
ogical

sociol-
ogical

-¬

logical value to the Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives, the AFN may have toto-

ser
to-

seriouslyseriouslyser ously consider the impact

ofofsuofsuchsuchsu h beliefs on hislii
-

pressurepressure-
for

pressure-
forfor a land claimsdaims settlementsettlsettlementmcnt .

If , as1ass ', maynayay be true , ClarkCI4rkClark-
ha's

} 'hasha's' the samesante beliefs 'asas' as manymany-
opponen

many-
opponentsopponentsopponen . ofor the AFN positionposjtiposition-
now

nn-

no(nowno callingcallipg for 60 millionm llion
,'
acres ,

.'

500 million dollars and aa- '2a- 22 perper-
cent. cent overfdingoveridingover d ng mineral royalty ) ,.;'

allll his valuable legal expertiseexpertise-
and

expertise-
andand talenttalenf maymayay be worthlessworthless-
toto this particularpart Cu'JarCuJar' client .

A lawyer I\11shouldshouldsh luld representrepresent-
the

represent-
thethe wishesw ihes! of

'
his11isiris client . He maymay-

advise
may-

adviseadvise themthem if he believes hishis-

client
his-

clientclient will 'makemake' a mistake , butbut-
cannot

but-
cannotcannot control

.-

major
m-

ajor.
major decisionsdecisions-

fdr
decisions-

forfdrfor his clientclieM .

Lawyers , reportersrepbrtreportersrs , and peoplepeople-
closely

people-
closelyclosely involvedinvolvedwinvolvedwithwithw th . the AFNAFN-
fight

AFN-
fightfight are beginning to questionquestion-
how

question-
howhow closely thqirtheirth r law firms reprep-rep-
resent

rep-

resent
-¬-

resent their interests-notinterestsnotin lerests-notlerestsnot-- necnec-nec-

essarily
nec-

essarily
¬-

.
essarily their ""bestbest'best' ""' interests butbut-
th'e

but-
thetheth'e' ones they have ., decidedde ided tot6tdt6-

seek
td-

seekseek . _
One alternative , which hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen suggested , is to dmploymployemployemploy-
professional

mploy-
professional .professional lobbyists .

While not as highly regardedregarded-
asas lawyers ,. they have provedproved-
effective

proved-
effectiveeffective for many large corporcorpor-corpor-
ations

corpor-
ations

¬-

ations and major interestsiJ'lterestsiJlterests' .

Some authorities believe aa-

concerted
a-

concertedconcerted push by the AFN , itsits-

General
its-

GeneralGeneral Counsel and Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
Congressional

Alaska's-
Congressional

'

.

Congressional delegation couldcould-
resultresult in a sizeable land claimsclaims-
settl

claim-
ssettlementonesettlement-onesettlementonesettl ment-onementone-- whichu.hichuhich. mightmight-
reach

might-
reachreach 40 million acres or more .

Senators Edward KennedyKennedy-
and

Kennedy-
andand Fred Harris reportedly beginbegin-
their

begin-
theirtheir efforts in the Senate thisthis-

week
this-

weekweek to introduce a billbilladvoadvoadvo--¬-

catingcat ng the1e AFN position .

The administration isisalsoalsoalso-

eXpe

also-

expectedexpectedeXpe ted to reveal its ownownowii' popo-po-

sition
po-

sition
¬-

sition . President Nixon maymay-

present
may-

presentpresent., a billb llllwhichwhich Would bebe-

more
be-

moremore liberal thanthtn; last year'syears' leg-legleg-

islative
leg-

islative
leg-

islative
-

'. islative proposal.. .

Several sourcessour es.inesin.in WashingtonWashington-
do'., do not take very seriously thethe-

bill
the-

billbill introduced last week byby-

Congressmen
by-

CongressmenCongressmen Wayne AspinallAspinaU and ,.

James A.1A1A .: Haley of the HouseHouse-
l

House-
InteriorInteriorl rerior

' Committee . CongressCongress-
has

Congress-
hashas yetyer' to hear from the PresiPresi-Presi-

dent
Presi-

dent
¬-

dent , the SenateSen'ate' andandotherother RepRep-Rep-

resentatives
Rep-

resentatives
¬-

resentatives .

The Aspinall bill has beenbeen-
characterizedcharacterizedharacferizedharacferizedascharacterizedasas providing for
40 millionmilliM acres of "emptyempty"empty-
rights

"empty-
rights

"
rights "" by Mr . WilliamWilham BylerByler-
of

Byler-
ofof the-thetheAssociation-' AssociationAss ciation of AmericanAmerican-
Indian

'

Indian Affairs ,. Inc . in New York .

( Mr ,. Byler is executive direcdirec-direc-
tor

direc-
tor

¬-

tor of this nonprofit privatepuvatepuvate-
corporation

private-
corporationcorporationcorporationl.hichwhich\l.hichl.hich\. has supportedsupported-
thethe interests of American IndiansIndians-
for

Indians-
forfor theth past 40 years . Its 50,0005000050,000-
members

50,000-
members

,

membersmembers across the country inin-inin-

clude
¬.-

clude such influentialinlluential executivesexecutives-
as ,as Arthur Sulzberger$ ulz erger ;:, editor andand-

publisher
and-

publisherpublisher of the NewYork'ii!'New_
w__ _Y.oYoYorkYork-

Times
..!

TimesIwnJIwnJThe, .., )
The Aspinall billbillmaymay be partparipari-

of
part-

ofofofaa power play ,. an indicationIOdlcationIOdlcation-
of

indication-
ofofofwhatwhat could come out of thethe-

Hol.lse
the-

HouseHouseHol.lseHollse. subcommittee ifIfotherit' otherother-
interests

other-
interestsinterests are not active .

Indeed , last year ,. the samesame-

kind
same-

kindkind ofof"exclusIve"exclusiveexclusive" use " proviproVI-proVI-

sions
provi-

sions
¬-

sions were suggested for thethe-

1aos
the-

TaosTaos1aos PuebloPuebl , who eventulalyeventula/veventulaveventulav-
gained

eventulaly-
gained

/

gained trust title to their lands ,.

in the Blue Lake area .


