Natives reach
consensus on

subsistence

Summit endorses
Hoffman proposal

by Geoll Kennedy
for the Tundrn Thees

Alaska Natives are now cl;r
speaking with one voiee.
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The people speak
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The Alaska Federation of Natives

Subsistence Summit Conference,

which drew about 700 people, pro-
duced the long-awailed consensus afler
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e Subsistence: Not race, but historical rights

conlinued from pagn e

wiped out in Dishkakel, as much of
the village. The survivors divided up
and moved to differem areas. May
randmother then married my grand-
uther, the chiel of Hnllhrhuﬂ.

As I was growing up, my grand-
parents tried valiantly to instill in me
the important values of the Native
culture and traditions. | learned the
family songs and legends which are
handed down the generations. The
also tried to convey to me that muc

would chlngul] much of the change
would not i
I often if they knew how

greal that change would be. 1 have
often been impressed with their
foresight.

You and [ are painfully aware of the
fallout of the changes
foresaw. The mu":fam of
broken familics, unuMmm.
aleohol and drug abuse, 1 drop-
oul rate and suicide of our young
adults,

Sometimes 1 am asked to try tw
figure the single bi impact of
destruction on our Native culture. At
first | was usually not sble to come up

with just one or the one, In my efforts
at first 1 would say alcohol, then the
gold nish, the discases, and onand on,
usually failing to identify a single stem
u§ 0 CAuse.

Then it finally dawned on me why.
What dawned on me will not be any
easier to explain.

Mative culture s lotally inlerwoven
from the individual o the whole
oneness of the universe. Natives
believe that all life evolves from one
Gireat Spirit source so that all living
things have spiritual nature, therelore
one must respect all living things,

When the Christians came they

mhinlcrrmnl our respect for nature
and all living things and believed we
were tious, They tried and suc-
ceeded in great measure 10 our
belief system and respect for all life,
including our own lives,

Many of us became ashamed and
uncomiortable about life. Many of us
became self destructive, wi}:; if in
greut evidence today, Many, however,
|1ui=ll]r survived in the villages and are
living close to nature,

Many others have chosep strnddling
wncomionably in two cultures, travel-
ing back and forth from village 1o ci-

ty and back.
From the time the first white man
came, Natives have had to com-
romise and sccommodate. Much has
n lost in doing so. most of our
lands, our lives, our self-respect.
Can you imagine how painful this
must be for the surviving Natives?
Each time | get news of a suicide or
homicide [ am reminded of the sense
of loss, and the pain goes deep.

I write you this letter because you
have the power 1o steer the course of
history. It is my fervent that you
will tke u less superficinl stance on
matters which affect the very lives and
culture of the Natives of Alaska who
have already relincuished much.

It is not a mere matter of race. 11 is
for Natives a life and deoth issue. Sub-
sistence is not merely food for the
body alone, it is also a spiritual activi-
ty, m communion with nature.

It would be a grest step towarnd heal-
ing in the Native community to have
this scknowledged.

Subsistence 1o be granted (o Natives
ns an ancient historical traditional
spiritual activity need not be made a
racial lasue. After all, we have the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act

rimperfect as it isj because we are the
nriginal people of this lund

The Sennte Comnuttee of Indian Al
fairs Special Committee on Investiga-
ons opened its findings say g that
President Washington promised o
deal fuirly with the onginal mhabitants
of this lend, It goes on to say that
Washington's good intentions became
fost with the greed and selfishness of
people settling in the West

ir pressure on Congress pre

vailed. The history of the U5, govern-
ment's ermatic dealings with the Native
peoples of this country is not a kindly
ane.
It is sad 1o wmsrmtm:i ugly
history repeating in Alaska.
Now hide behind the word raoce
o mtionalize seizing the Inst vestige
of life blood to Native culture and
tridition.

I appeal to your good and decent
nuture to see that argument for what
it really is. Indians and Natives have
never defended their rights based
on race but always on hislorical tradi-
tional cultural rights and basic needs

of the people.
Sincerely,

Elizabeth L. Keating
Nome



