Gerasimov praises Alaska-Soviet relations

by Holly F. Relmer

Tomdrs Theses reporier

Mikhail Gorbachev's chiel
, Oennadi Gerasimov, who
wits In Afc last week, said he
was pleased 1o nee that Alaskans and
Soviets are meeting with each other
more .
Gerasimov spoke af the Anchorage
Cl'l.lmh r of Commerce luncheon
‘isil to Alnska.
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Gierasimov sakl it was satisfying for
him to have contributed to opening the
lee Curntain.

“While many diplomats were
traveling back and forth — between
Moscow and Washington, D.C. — we
were quietly opening the back door, ™
he sabd.

“And now with the Cold War over,
we meet each other more often, "’

Last month 49 of Alaska's business
people visited several Soviet Far East

communities. Within the last year

many Soviet have traveled o

Alaskn, und there have been numenous

cultural e and activities.
He enc business, medical as

well as more cultural exchange bet-
ween the two countries.
Bven though Cemsimov is Cor-
he :.:i{hﬂ 01 titles in W h..hhm
s official titles
D.C., anl was speaking as & con-
::urnu:l citizen.

Soitie of Gerusirmoy 's concems were
events that are taking place in the
Soviet Union right now . He said some
countries arc saying that the Soviets
don't want 1o be friends, but
Cerasimov insisted thal they have no
enemies

““We smile because we want 1o be
friends with every counry,”
Crerasimov dnbd.
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He also talked oboutl the Soviet
Union’s strugple for a more
democratic sa::-:iclﬁ. with perestroika,
re-structuring the state and s
economy, and glasnost, openness.

Although these two ideas ure great
ones, Gerasimov said people are sull
trying to iron ool all the wrinkles,

“*Perestrotka was long overdue,'" he
saud,

Gerasumov, a former jourmalist who
has worked ot the Novosti Press Agen-
cy, stud during the beginning of the
Soviet Union's efforis toward

democracy, the media started printing

stories aboul corrupt government en-
tities. He believes this type of ex-
posure gave the people courage.

Even with , however, he
admitted that there will be those who
won't change, “"simply because they
don't want jo."

Gerasimov sand next in line is w
mike laws o give legal basis for
economic reform in the Soviet Union

The Soviets are also discussing the
possibility of opening a Soviet con-
sulate in Anchorage, as well as in.
crensing efforts to work jointly with
Aluskans during scarch and rescue
missions.



