A test of readiness in case of war

by Harbarn Crane
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NOME Thelr nussion. wis o
mussive undertnking — wrhiting men,
vehicles amd equipment from home
unis stretching across Centrid Alaska.

From Ascoe Villuge i the north und
svith o Kodiak Istamnd, men of the
Alasks Army Natwnal Guoard's Sth
Hattalion converped in Mome 1o begin
aniual treming exercises designed (o
test therr readiness i coase OF wor

UDuartz Creek, BS miles north ol
Nomwe, was their Tinal destination

Whitbe of mught wike only a lew hours
e oreach Quanz Creek by snow
e i, the Sth Batilion wis irmvel
g i hage, heavy armosed person
el carrlers beanng SU-culiber Brown
e machime guns capatile of hinng up
1 moomle accuralely

The roud Wy Quarte Creéck Crimscs
Bureay of Land Manggenent and ocal
Mative corporation lunds, and belore
thet tramming starfed , the Chdard had to
promise thelr exervise would have
penerrnl denpact on the lamd

In the Blowmg and dofting smow, i
wisn't plwayy possible o rell where
the roged wity, S0 SCouls on- Anow
e hines tested the way dnd gusded
the convoy

“The Native corporations and the
BLM are trusting us 1o take care of the
bandd, o trent it the way they would,”™
said Muy. Bruce Gabreys, A Com
pany s commancder

This meant staying on the road even
when o detour atound overllows or
deep, slushy snow drifts with the con
sistency of wet cement would have
made thewr top much easier  and
uicker

“Of course, (I we were really in a

war-time sitwation, we would ke the
casiest and most ditedt  route, ™
Gabreys sad, “"But 0 was an impor
it part of our training onssion Lo
Keep our promise W take care of the
fand. "

To avord damaging the tundra, the
convay camped overnight on the site
ol a snow-covered gravel pit

Tent pegs couldn't be used because
of the deep snow und frozen ground,
s large rocks were pricd lpose and
curried owver so the tent ropes could be
ted 1w them

Ordinarily the velucles and tems
wonlld hpve been spread out 1o make
theetr detection more difficult. Bt
again it o the Land was the s
consideration, so  they  sgueezed
togrether within the gravel pa’s borders
o] rehed on cemout lnge nets oo mask
their presende

Fhe BLM monitored the Sth B
Liliom s movements throughout the ex
ereise, and on the last dey an offcwl
ispecied the troming area with Ll
Col. Jim Dexter, commander ol the
Sth Battiilion.

“The BL.M man saxl there wore no
problems, " Dexter reported, *"and he
was very pleased wath the care we
ok "

Dexter was prowd of his men's ef-
forts und congrutulated them tor ac-
complishing their mission despite the
lund use restrictions and harsh winter
wedther conditions.

The solthers were prowd ol wht
they had pccomplished. (oo

"It nusy look like we're just out here
playing games, " smid Pyt John Trit
of Yenctie, “"bul we have an impor:
tunt job — we are learning how to de-
fened our homes and our country.™’
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Scouts on snow machines, ay. Spec. 4 Pete Peter of
Venetie, top }zhﬂm. tested the way arsd guided the con-
vary during the Alaska Army Natlonal Guard s Sth Bai-
talion training exercises, Center left photo, Sth Bartalion
soldiers cover their armored personnel carrier with
camoufluge nets to hide it from the “enemy.”" Above,
Spec. Marvin Kernak of Anchorage ties his tent’s rr:Fﬂ
tor rocks to hold the tent secure in high winds, Al lefi,
Pvi. John Trint of Venetie



