Steller sea lion designated ‘threatened’

JUNEAU — The National Marine
Fisheries Service W emergen-
cy regulation recently that designates
Steller sea lions as o **threatnened ™
species under the Endangered Species
At

The action was taken In response 10
dramatic declines in the number of
Steller sea lions counted af major
rookeries in Central and Western
Alaska between 1960 mx! 1989, ac-
cording to the Nutional Oceanic and
Atmospheric Adminisiration.

The emergency regulation prohibits
shooting at or near any Steller sea lion
in U.S. waters, for Native sub-
wistence. It also ihits boats from
coming within miles of certmin
Steller sea lion rookeries and em-

powers the secretary of the Depart-

ment of Comunerce w place observers
on any fishing vessels in order w
monitor the accidental capture of sen
lions in fishing gear

In additson, the regulation restncts
the number of ses lons which may be
accidemally caught and killed during
fishing operations west ol 141 degrees
wesl longitude o 675 ammals,

The National Marine Fishenes Ser-
1.lfi-.:n: will immedintely initiate work on

lan to gluuh: the long-term recovery
a the Steller sea lion population, ac-
cording 1o the service.

The service also will continue w in-
"-'ﬁl:lpitc the cause of the decline of the
. Possible causes in-

Lludr: shooti

, wecidenta) capture dur-
ing cominercial fishing opertions, the

mnfluence of commercial fishing on
food supply, disease, nafural en-
vironmental  fluctuations or  other
unknown changes in the ecosystem.

Surveys by the National Marine
Fishenes Service have shown that
counts of Steller vea lions in Central
and Western Alaska have dropped 63
percent since 985 und 82 percenmt
since 1960, On rookeries from the

Kenai Peninsuli to Kisks Island in the
western Aleutians, the wotal number of
sea lions counted has declined from a
high of 140,000 in 1956-60 10 aboul
25,000 in 1989

Violations of laws protecting Steller
sea lions are subject (o severe civil and
criminal penaltics, including fings ol
up o 325,000, imprisonment for up
w one year and vessel forfeiture.




