Lujan does the right thing

Interior Secretury Muanuel Lujan deserves credit for his
Forthright support of subsistence und his apology last week
lao the people gathered at the Alaska Federation of Natives'
subsistence meeting

He also is to be commended for making what is probably
an unprecented appearance by a member of the Cabinet ol
an Alaska legishuuve heanng. Lujan was the first speaker
Wednesday evening ot o legislative teleconférence on sub-
sistence at the Egan Center attended by about a third of the
members of the Legisiature.

The secretary told the legiststors unequivocably that he
will tnke over management of fish and game resources July
| o federdd lands in Aloska if no action s wken on the par
ol the stote

Earlier, the Tunedi Times eoiticized the secretary for mak
ng 4 commitment to speak at the Anchoruge Chamber of
Commerce breakfast, but ot the saime time dechming an in
vitation from AFN to address the people at the meeting

What wis particularly gilling about the secretary's deci-
ston was the fact that he listed subsistence among topics for
his speech to the chamber.

At any rate, Lujan did nddress the AFN gathering last
week. He cut short his press conference after the breakfast
ard went straight to the AFN meeting wt the Egan Center
He apologized for his decision not (o address the group, say-
g he changed his mind when he realized that the meeting
wis i lorge group of many Alaska Natives from throughout
the stule.

It’s commendable when a person admits he or she made
a mistake, especially when that person holds a high office.
We thunk Lujan for his support of subsistence and his
apology. Thut apology, by the way wis aceepted by AFN
Chairman Ralph Eluska.

The next several months will be cntical for the Alaska
Nattve community. As the July | deadline for a takeover of
fish and game management on federal lands in Alaska draws
closer, the need for action will be even more pressing.

We believe that Lujun would be fair as u manager of sub-
sisteace resources and that he would protect the people who
depend so heavily on them. We agree with the secretary,
however, that i federal takeover is nol the nnswer.




