No changes planned in walrus rules

The U 5. Fish and Wildlite Service
Law Enforcement ivision has an-
nounced that no major ¢ e ure
vanned lor enforcement activity dur-
ing the 194 walrus hunting season

Cating o good level of voluntary
complisnce and an existing spirnt ol
mutual coaperntion, liw enforcoment
officials advise that special agents wall
ugain be making rundom spot checks
of rewrning hunters on the beach
ureas.

They remunded hunters that the kil
g of walrus just for (vory 15 agiinsi
the law. They said this practice by
some hunters in the past has caused o
ot of public enuicism agmnst all
hunters,

Agency spokesmen said the Fish
ard Wildlife Service will prosecute
peaple who ke only the ivory, pro
tecting the muoniry of the hunters who
obey the law

Other persons who hunt walrus il
legally, such as non-Native hunters,
also will be cited, and any

ivory found will be seized.

Federal regulistions allow the taking
uf walrus by Alaska Natives for sub
sistence ad long ws it is done without
waste, Alusks Nutives are allowed 1w
use: the byproducts of these animals for
the creation of traditional Native arts
il handicrafts for sale. Raw wvory
must nol by sold 0 non-Natives.

Mon- Nutives are not allowed o hunt
or toke part in the hunt lor manne
rnarmls.

Also non-Natives cannot buy, sell,
barter o possess raw marine maminal
parts such us walras ivory without
El‘f‘-‘lﬂwn“-" from the LIS, govern-
menl e are specul provisions for
hones and ivory found on the beach,
state tagged ivory und items obtained
hefore December, 1972

Any person may purchase edible
portions of marine mammals sold in
Aluska Mative villages or wowns

Agreements made severul years
between hunters and federal agents re-

quure hunters 1o refurn with w least the
heart, liver, (lippers, coak and some
red met of each waldrus killed.

Individual hunter needs will allow
for substitution of some parts of meai
for others, but as much of the edible
portions of each walius s possible
should be brought back,

Regulations issued m 1988 also re

Wuire the hunter o bring back the ivory

frovm gach walrus killed

Ihe ivory must be marked wd
mgged by the Fish and Wildhife Ser
vice or a representative within 30 days
of the kil 1 only the ivory 15 brough

Fuck, the hunter could be ciled 1ito
court wnd would face seizure of the
I'i-'l.'l-r]r.

Special agents will make checks of
returming boats and hunters at various
tmes and locations dunng the season

Meetings will be held with various
hunter groups prior 10 the hunting
seison 0 further explain the Marnne
Mummal Protection Act,

Any yuestons or suggestions are
welvome, and imterested persons are
asked o contugt Special Agents Tim
Ewher or Al Cane in Fuwbanks al
4560255



