Opinion:

.The Alaska Inter-Tribal Council is off and running

By Paul Swetzof
For the Tundra Times

The Alaska Inter-Tribal
Council (AITC), an organiza-
tion whose membership is
limited 10 Alaskn Native IRA

Congressional
investigation
of

radioactive

waste sites

A Senate committee will

investigate if any radioactive
wasie sites exist in Alaska, in
addition to the Project Chiriot
site near Camp Thompson.

Sen. John Glenn, D-OH,
Senate Governmental Affairs
Commitiee chair said that com-
mitiee will ondertake the
search, after a request by Sen,
Ted Stevens, R-AK. The
commitiee will be assisted by
an investigator from the
Gieneral Accounting Office
(GAQO.)

The GAO stalfer will work
full time reviewing federal
agency liles.

and traditional govermments, is
off and running, There's money
in the bank, commitices have
been established, the Native
American Rights Fund is the
attorney of record and AITC i1s
rapidly working to establish
itself as the voice of s
member tribes.

In order (o assure hanmony
among Native entities, 1t 15
critical other Native organiza-
tions, such as the Alaska Fed-
eration of Natives (AFN),
respect the authority of AFC
when it comes (0 matters
central (o tribal sovereignty,
such as govermmental and sub-
sistence issues,

AN and other Native
orgamizations must not lake
actions affecting tribal issues,
including subsistence concerns,
without first consulting with,
and obtaining permission from
AI'TC. It is time for everyone,
particularly the legislative,
exccutive and judicial branches
of the U.5. government, (o
recognize AITC and no other
entity, is the authority for its
member tribes on issues of
common concern (o all of s
members. No other organiza-
tion should attempt 1o
imfluence legislation affecting

the common interest of AT("s
member tribes, represent itsell
as the authority ifor tribal mat-
ters or take any other actions
demonstrating disrespect for
tribal self determination.

It is importam AITC, AFN
and other Native organizations
meel as soon as is practical in
order (o establish the limits of
cach entity's authority and 10
establish a dialogue with the
goal of working in unity.

ATTC made an excellent de-
cision when it decided a s
last mecting 10 concentrate, in
the short term, on the
immediate goals  of
establishing itself as the voice
of its member iribes, 1o
concentrate on the issnes ol
tribal statws and jurisdiction
and o make cerain AI'TC
maintains adequate funding. If
AITC sticks to these short
lerm  goals, It will remain
focused and able 10 establish
itsell as  the recognized
organmization representing mem-
ber tribes in Alaska and will be
in  position 1o advocate
effectively  for  tribal
government powers, subsis-
lence and other tribal issues,

switching topics, exciting
changes are taking place in the

Dept. of Interior. The new
Secretary of Interior, Bruce
Babbitl, has indicated he is
aware of and will be taking
favorable actions regarding
Alaska tribal issues in the very
near Muture, The nominee for
Solicitor for Indian Affairs,
John Leshe (I'm hoping I'm
spelling his name correctly),
taught Indian Law al Arizoni
State University, Mr. Leshe
understands Indinn law and

rom all indications is
sympathetic to our position
which is Alaska Native tribes
are similar in all respects o
Owmside wribes and the Alaskn
Native Claims Seulement Act
(ANCSA) did nothing 1o

diminish tribal status,
including jurisdiction in
Alaskn.

Events will be unfolding
rapidly now President Clinton
and Secretary Babbitt have
acquainted themselves with the
issucs allecting Alaska.




