
PresidentP.resident.

PresidentBackingP.residentB3cking

BackingB3cking
BackingClaimsB3ckingClaims

ClaimsClaimsPresidentClaims.resident
-PresidentPresidentIPresident.residentresident.-_ Richard'NixbnRichardNixbnRichard'NiXRichardNiXRichard'NiXnRicliard'NixbnRicliardNixbn'

n notnot-not-
ed

not-
ed

¬-

ed last week that an earlyearlyandandand-

just
and-

justjust settlement of the NativeNative-

land
Native-

landland claims issue has his "comcom"com-"com-
pie

"com-

plete

" ¬-

pletepie te personal backing .,
"

In a letter to Alaska'sAlaskas' Sen .

Ted Stevens on Sept.. 22 ,. he adad-adad-

ded
ad-

ded
¬-

ded , "CertainlyCertainly" it is of high pri-pripri-

ority
pr-

ir

pri-

ority
-

r/ \orityority'prityprity\' to this Administration . "
. Noting that a September letlet-letlet-

ter
let-

ter
¬-

ter of Sen . Stevens had come toto-

his

to-

hishis attention , the President said ,.

"ItIt" has long been my belief thatth.tthtth.t-
the

that-
the

:).
the Federal Government shouldshould-

support
should-

supportsupport a strong and equitableequitable-
settlement

equitable-
settlementsettlement for these ancestralancestral-

claims
ancestral-

claimsclaims and the Alaska NativeNative-

Claims
Native-

ClaimsClaims legislation proposed byby-

the
by-

thethe Administration is an indicaII1dica-II1dicaindica-II1dic-
ation

indica-

tion
¬-

tion of my personal comrhitmentcommitmentcomthitmentcommitment-
to

comthitment-
toto a Just settlementsettlement..

"II" believe it is vital to the inIn-InIn-

terests
in-

terests
¬-

terests of the State of Alaska , toto-

Alask
to-

Alask1AlaskaAlaskAlask1 Natives , and to the NaNa-NaNa-

tion
Na-

tion
¬-

tion that proper action be takentaken-
by

taken-
byby the Congress in order to rere-rere-

solve

re-

solve

¬-

solve this issue .,
"

A land claims bill recentlyrecently-
passed

recently-
passedpassed by the Senate would givegive-

Alaska's
give-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Natives S5005500 million inin-

cash. cash , $500500$ million in royaltyroyalty-

payments
royalty-

paymentspayments ,. and about 10 millionmillion-

acres
million-

acresacres of land .

The House subcommittee onon-

Indian
on-

IndianIndian Affairs concluded execuexecu-execu-
tive

execu-
tive

¬-

tive sessions on the land claimsclaims-
issue

claims-
issueissue Tuesday , Sept.. 22 , with nono-

reported
no-

reportedreportedreportedresolutionresolution on the matmat-mat-

ter
mat-

ter
¬-

ter . ItItappearsappears unlikely that aa-

biII
a-

billbillbiII willwiII be forthcoming this yearyear-
unless

year-
unlessunless Congress , scheduled toto-

adjourn
to-

adjournadjourn Oct.. 15 , returns afterafter-
the

after-
thethe November electionsele tlons .,


