"HOPES ARE HIGH

'Natlve Leadershlp
Optlmlsuc Bill Could
Come Out This Year

By SUSAN. - TAYLOR .

Staff  Writer
Alaska native leaders returned from Washington this

week still harboring hopes that land claims legislation will

be forthcoming during this session of Congress.

The basis for suich hope seems to rest upon indications

given them by Chairman of the House Interior Committee

Wayne - Aspinall that  he will
some way or another get a bill
out of his committee.

“We have a great trust in As-
pinall,”” Eben Hopson, executive
director of the Alaska Federation
of Natives, said Monday, “and
are. confident that he will really
try to.come up with a bill.”

Hopson and other native lead-

“ers talked with the chairman in
Washington following adjourn-
ment of the committee until
after the November elections.

" ization,

President of the AFN, Emil
Notti, could not be reached Mon-
day but in a press release, the
native leader said he was “‘ex-
tremely hopeful” that a just
settlement can-be enacted before
the end of the year.

Similarly John Borbridge. Jr.
first vice-president of ‘the organ-
said from:his Juneau
office, “*We are going all out on
the proposition that there will be
a bill.

He admitted that chances for
passage were slim but empha-
sized that the natives are pushing
as hard as they can to make
something happen.

“Certainly, we are’ optimis-
tic,” he added, “or we would
never have bcen here in the first
place.”

No official reports on a land
claims bill came out of the In-
terior Committee before adjourn-
ment last week nor out of .its
subcommittee on Indian Affairs
which held closed sessions on the

(Continued on Page 6.)



.‘matter Sepl 17,18, l,andz..

‘However, unofficial repdrts.
indicated that the subcommittee *

was favoring i land settlement

“of 40 milkion_ aores<30 million .
an was provided for in

_more
“the. recently passed Senate bill,
- Hopson, who was in. Washmg-,

_ton with_about ‘11 other native

leaders for a week and a half,
said ‘from his:Anchorage -office
‘that _their daily reading was also
that” the committee was favor-
mg 40 million acres.”

. He added that he had no'def-
inite reading on rumors that the
committee was considering cut-
ting back’ the cash settlement
provided for in the Senate bill.
The Senate bill provides for $500
million in cash and $500 million
in royalty payments.

The AFN has' consistently
called for a settlement of 40 mil-
lion acres of land, a 2 per cent
royalty on mineral revenues
from lands not deeded to the
Native villages, and $500 million
in Federal compensation.

“The AFN bill, Borbridge
stressed, “is the only bill we are

supporting at this point in time

and we are continuing efforts to-
advance it."” !
.+ The main shred of hope,”
the native leader continued, “*for
passage during this congressional
session is that action will be ta-
ken on the idea of a task force.”
Such a gorup, he explained,
would be appointed from the
. subcommittee to work on a
land claims settlement until Con-

“gress. reconvenes after the No-

vember elections. The task force,
he added, would merely come
up with a basic structure for a
settlement but, -at least, would

give the committee’ something

to work with immediately.
The idea of a task force was

‘tion was taken on
It was this session that ended in

(Goml ﬂom pno 1)

‘brought upat the Interior ‘Com-

mittee’s last session but ‘no ac-

ah

ff when ranking member of
the

sions oh land claims.

Hopson said that Aspinall in-

dicated " at their last meeting

that He might be taking the.

whole-matter into his own hands

and might appoint some kind of

a task force himself.
If sach a group is appointed,

‘Hopson continued, then possib-
ly. the matter could come out of

the subcommittee, go to the full

committee and out onto the

floor of the House for action on
it by Thunksglvmg

Then:a House-Senate confer-
ence wolld have from the first
of Decerhber until Christmas 1o
iron out q bill.

The time is limited, he admit-
ted, but ireemphasnzed that he

had faith in Aspinall’s desire to.

get the legislation passed.

Borbridge added indications
have been that ence the subcom-
mittee reports out a bill, the full -
committee and the House will
agree with it.

thé matter.

" se Interior Committee *
Rep.-John' P. Saylor and Rep.
Howard Pollock of Alaska dis-

. agreed jon holding, further ses:

hnushet tactor' to consnder
Hopson said, is that'the attitude

of Congress might change to.the . .

AFN’s advanitage following the

‘November elections, depending

_on'which Congressmcn are elect-
ed,

AEN delegation, Borbridge said,
~was_that, -because the formal

‘subcmnmmee had taken no for-

mal action, the delegation”did
not, have a document before it
with which Nqﬂrk i

A ohlef frustrauon of the b

Hopefully, he-added, aftér the(

elections the sybcommittee will
have 'something that ‘the . AFN
can‘réact to and, take a position
on. b )

One of the significant thirigs

to develop out of the' AFN’s -

fight for a fair land claims settle-
ment, Borbridge said, has been
the “self  realization of native
leadership. The natives are really
furnishing the substansive lead-
ership: from Alaska, he #dded.
And, this Ieadershlp is not,going

to disappear after the land claims.

issue is settled, he predicted, .

Also, hé added,-because of
land claims, the'native leadership

has developed a.sense of unity - .

and  purpose " and _ has shown -

that it is not gomg 'to bd(.k ol'f



