TOP HEW OFFICIAL IN ALASKA—Bernard E. Kelly, newly-
appointed director of Region X of the Department of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare toured Alaska last week. The other states in
Region X are Washington, Idaho, and Oregon.

HEW Installs Regional
Office in Seattle

There. is probably no family
in Alaska untouched by the U.S.
Department of Health, ‘Educa-
tion, and Welfare, and, therefore,

probably few people who would"

oppose efforts by the depart-
ment to give people more for
their money.  *

These efforts were spoken of
last-week by a newly appointed
official - of the Department of
HEW as he stopped in Fairbanks
while touring the State.

Bernard E. Kelly, regional
director for the states of Alaska,
Washington, Oregon, and Idaho,
noted last week that efforts are
now- underway to decentralize
the numerous HEW programs
and “give people more for their
money.”

One of 10 regional directors
in the nation, Kelly explained
that he and about 17 staff mem-
bers of the regional office were

visiting - Alaska to . meet the
people and gain an overall im-
pression of the State.
The impression received, he
) ’(Coniinued on page 6)



HEW Seattle Office...

(Con(mued from page 1)

sald will aid the region in mak-
ing decisions that are not remote
to Alaska.

The regional office, for, the
-four states was set up' this month
in_Seattle where about 350 are
employed. Before, Alaska was
served by a regional oﬂ“ce in
San Franc:sco

The change was made, the
dlrector said, in order. to bring
the regional office closer to A-

‘laska and the other three smes i

" in Region X. @~
As a result, the lines of com-

munication between the govern-.

ment and the people wilk be

shorter, giving. the * people Yess - h

staff’ members to go thwugh
. Also, Kelly continued; *Our
people wxll be able to
ka more.’

Currently, he ex ola
departmem employ; .1b
people in Alaska -and
abou 1600,in the regton

In'Alas d\‘fcw “ofithe pros
gramis fuinded by’ HEW\are Med
icareyVocational Rehabﬂxtanon‘
anewalw Diséase |
Headstart, Alaska Native
Service, Social Seputi
Manpower Devel
ing programs.  Abou 40
) gra_ms are 'spo
partment nationy
% More, and . more, Kelly sa
the department is administeri
 these programs in cunjuncuo

| up i

programs, |

with a state agency, 1nbal coun-i
¢il, or ‘city, which ‘matches fed-!
cml -money  with its own funds. .
*The .trénd, he: ¢ ytmucd is
the result of an ord® from the "\
President onMarch 28, 1969, to
decentralize federal structurgs.
The creation of the Seattle of-
“fice is one evidénce of ths
frendi
Each regl()nal.omce Kelly
said, has been: given more and |
more, authority and has been, !
 told to “get the decisions out of
the State and fiy tlie community.
*We want jto. get citizen; in-
volven‘ham .md let: !,hem miake
degisions.”
1 "Wk want d mmns 1o ﬁtler
om:th grassroo(s instead
i, the top down. he ad&-

Opera(mg on th s ph{losqphy ‘ ,

) 1 HEW. has been. giving ‘State or v
. local agenmes fedéral mahey. to
e

Y sec firy wnhm Lermn i
égst step, he id, cur-

‘inder c‘;mslderauon by
S5\ Wi bi

‘ fle dirgctor and s(aff mem-

Ubers: visited :Barrow, Kotzebue,

'Nome, Bethel, Anchorage, and
Fairbanks on their tour, Several
planned trips to a couple of

U'villages,



