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1'the<, TheIhe'thethe' Arctic' ChamberClamber} OrchesOrches-Orches-
tta

Orches-
tra

-¬-

tratta .hashas.har- 'just.har- justhar-just.
' justjuit completedcompl ted it'sits' firstfirst-

concert
first-

concertconcertconcert tourtourtouttouroftoutofof AlaskaIaska . ConductConduct-CQndConduct-
ed

ct-ctct-

ed
¬-

ed by Mr . Gordon Wright , of thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska Music DeDe-DeDe-

pariment
De-

partment
¬-. partmentpariment , the 19 piece orchesorches-orches-

tra
orches-

tra
-¬-

tra returned home after it'sits' highhigh-¬-
lyhighlylysuccessfulsuccessful tour of Barrow ,
KptzebueKotzebueKotzebue , Nome , and AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

,
age . '

'The'The tour was to have includedincluded-
stops

included-
stopsstops in Juneau and Sitka asas-

well
as-

wellwejlwell but unfavorable weatherweather-
cOQditi

weather-
conditionsconditionscOQditi ns made this'this"this'" impossible .

TheThTheshortshorts ort stop planned for Ko-KoKo-

diak
Ko-

diak
Ko-

diak
--

diak islandIs1andIs1andwasislandwaswas also preventedprevented-
when

prevented-
whenwhen the Navy refused to issueissue-

landing
issue-

landinglanding permissionpermissi n .
- ', Otherwise , the tour went acac-acac-

cording
ac-

cording
¬-

cording to plan , with three eveneven-even-

mg
even-

ing
¬-

ingmg concerts and two childrens '
concerts in the afternoons .

The concerts were a typicaltypical-
Alaskan

typical-
AlaskanAlaskan mixture of the casualcasua-
lanl

casual-
andandanl: the classic . With the excepexcep-excep-
tion

excep-
tion

-¬-
tion of Anchorage , each perper-¬-
formanceperformancewas comfortably inin-inin-

formal
in-

formal
¬-

formal , with the audience rere-rere-

laxed
re-

laxed
¬-

laxed and Gordon Wright eleele-eleele-

gantly
ele-

gantly
¬-

gantly leadinglending his orchestra in

his outstanding pair of brownbrown-
work

'

work boots .
'

The tour isistheis.the-thethe-. result ofofoveroverover-
six

over-
sixsix months of planning 'andand'and waswas-

financed
was-

financedfinanced 'forfor' the most part by aa-

grant
a-

grantgrant from the Alaska Arts CounCoun-Coun-
cil

Coun-
cil

¬-
cil andandanan anonymousarionymousanonymous "

easternlsterrteeastern-
foundation

lsterrt-
foundation

<

foundation .

The intentions of the tpurtourtour-
Were

tour-
werewere to offer the experience Ofof-
ormal

of-
formalformalormal( string music to many whowho-

had
who-

hadhad perhapsp rhaps neverqever heard , it bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore . It was alsoalso to introduce A-AA-

laska's
A-

laSka'5

A-

laska's
-

laska'slaskaslaSka'5laSka5' resident string orchestra ,

whose members are from 'thethe'the-

larger
'the-

larger

''
larger University-FairbanksUniversityFairbanks- SymSym-Sym-

phony
Sym-

phony
¬-

phony Orchestra , and to hopehope-hope-
fully

hope-
fully

¬-

fully stimulate interest in enlargenlarg-enlarg-

ing

enlarg-

ing

¬-

ing the string program in AlasAlas-Alas-
kan

Alas-

kan
-¬-

kan schools , which at present isis-

rather
is-

ratherrather undernourishedQndernourished .

The musio was received withwith-

great
with-

greatgreat enthusiasm at.at. every stop .

Although complicated , it waswas-

not
was-

notnot difficult to listen to . WithWith-

only
With-

onlyonly three previous rehearsalsrehearsals-

under
rehearsals-

underunder their belts , the musiciansmusicians-
presented

musicians-
presentedpresented a powerfulpowerful3ndand impresimpres-impress-

ive
impres-

sive
-¬-

sive performance , equaled onlyonly-
by

only-
byby the delighted expressions onon-

the
on-

thethe childrens ' faces when they

whew2rewtre allowedallowe to handle andnd. trytry-

ol
try-

ooutolo t somessomeme of the instrumentsilistruments a-aa-

ftir
a-

ft1r

a-

ftir
-

ftirft1rftir the performances .

4Aside[ Aside from the spirited andand-
extrem

and-
extremelyextremelyextrem

'
ly graceful ,. conductingeconducting-

of
nductingnducting-

ofof .MrMr.
:;

., Gordon'Gordon
,'

Wright , the piecepiece-
detesistance

piece-
dedetesistancede Resistance; wasWjlS the superb andand-
paSsionate

and-
passionatepassionate violin , ductduet by PaulPaul-

and
Paul-

andand Linda RosenthalR senthal.. It wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe difficultifficultdifficult to resistresis the mdgnet-mdgnetmagnet-magnetmdgnet-
ia

magnet-
ic

-

iaic attractionttraction of ththe$ twotwo-twortwobows- bows ,
in their magical dance , courtingcourting-
each

courting-
eacheach otherotbe[, in perfect rhythm ,
wellraccojrjpaniedwell-accompaniedwellaccompaniedwell -acc panied by the remainremain-remain-
ing

remain-
ing

¬-

ing orchestraorchestra .

By the last concert in AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age , the music had attained aa-

iich
a-

richrichiich aridand polished quality . WithWith-
the

'

the success of this first tour ofof-
Alaska's

of-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' own Arctic ChamberChamber-
Orchestra

Chamber-
OrchestraOrchestra comes a promise andaodaod-
a

and-
aa challenge forfot the future .

Let us hope that the newntw: ArAr-ArAr-

ctic
Ar-

ctic
¬-

ctic Chamber Orchestra will notnot-
now

not-
nownow ride into the sunset on thethe-
wake

the-
wakewake of it'sits' recent successes ,

but will continue to fill a sigsig-sigsig-

nificant
sig-

nificant
¬-

nificant gap in Alaska'sAlaskas' culturalcultural-
bankroll

cultural-
bankrollbankroll ., '


