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Writer : WitchcraftWitchcraft-

RidiculousRidiculousRidkulous
RidiculousMay

May 26 , 19711971-
Bethel

1971-
BethelBethel , Alaska 9955999559-

SirsSirs :

ReferenceReferen e : "EskimoEskimo" Dance-DanceUanceDance-
Witchcraft

-:.

Witchcraft ."
Having just read May 19's19s19's-

Tundra
19's-

Tundra
'

Tundra Times with the very inin-inin-

teresting
*.-

teresting big black headlines ,

"EskimoEskimo" Dance ;, Witchcraft ! "
Personally , the whole affair isis-

extremely
is-

extremelyextremely ridiculous . I can onlyonly-
laugh

only-
laughlaugh at the parties who brandedbranded-
Eskimo

branded-
EskimoEskimo dancing , witchcraft , andand-

even
and-

eveneven to go sa far as to threatenthreaten-
aa trial on top of that!!

Eskimos have been there inin-

Kottebue
in-

KotzebueKotzebueKottebue hundreds of years inin-

a
in-

aa land so desolate where recrearecrea-recrea-
tion

¬.-
tion was impossible out-of-doorsoutofdoors-- -- ,

so this being the case they metmet-
indoors

met-
indoorsindoors and danced to do awayaway-
with

away-
withwith some of the monotony inin-

that
in-

thatthat way of life.ifeife. . Now.theNowthe., partpart-

about
part-

aboutabout the Shaman or witchdocwitchdoc-witchdoc-
tor

witchdoc-
tors

¬-

torstor $ being present was true . SoSo-

what
So-

whatwhat ? Where else was therethefe toto-

go
to-

gogo ? The dancesdanc S probably tooktook-
place

took-
placeplace in the Kashim where thethe-
men

the-
menmen lived .

In an age such as this we so-soso-

called
so-

called
so-

called
-

called adultsadultsknow-knowknow-- that shamashama-shama-
nism

shama-
nism

¬-

nism and witchcraft has beenbeen-
brought

been-
broughtbrought under considerable con ¬',
troltrol.. No wonder the youngeryounger-
generation

younger-
generationgeneration Is blamed for a genegene-gene-
ration

gene-
ration

-¬-

ration gap between age groups .

Can anyonenyone see that this generagenera-genera-
tion

genera-
tion

¬-

tion gap is really the grownups '.

stupidity ? Shaman and witchwitch-witch-
craft

witch-
craft

¬-

craft !!., ReallyReally-

Just
Really-

Just
Really-

Just
!

-JustJust- because Shaman in thethe-
days

the-
daysdays of old used totto be at thosethose-
dances

those-
dancesdances does jnptnotnot meanmeanthatmean that1hat nownow-
the

now-
the

'-

bY
b-

Y
,'

the dances areah; cursed by them .

And those dances tellt ll stories .

TheyThey\doTheydoTheydoi\; do not make magic!! TheyThey-
do

They-
dodo not denounce GodGodl! ., What'sWhatsWhat's-
happening

What's-
happening

'
happening of us adults !

I understandu'nderstandunderstandthe' -thethe,- the $80,00080000$80,008000$80,000-
from

$$ , ()
from the federalfederal funding is forfor-

an
for-

anan Eskimo cultural program .

Studying the Eskimo cultureculture-
out

culture-
outout of booksbbooksoks and other writingswritings-
can

writings-
cancan become pretty boring . ButBut-

to
But-

toto ., perform some of the culturalcultural-
aspects

cultural-
aspectsaspects of a people like EskimoEskimo-
dancing

Eskimo-
dancingdancing , learning by memorymemory-

their
memory-

theirtheir legends and stories wouldwould-
greatly

would-
greatlygreatly add to an individual'sindividualsindividual'sindividualsindividual's-

character
individual's-

character

'

character just by knowing howhow-
to

how-
toto do these things ., I'veIve' yet toto-

see
to-

seesee someone fromfrOTI! the Lower 4848-

who
48-

whowho claimsctaims to have livedlived amongamong-
Indians

among-
IndiansIndians but had nothing to showshow-
for

show-
forfor it except material thingst ings .

It don'tdontdOh'tdOht' understand why thethe-
clergy

the-
clergyclergy and some townspeopletownspeople-
there

townspeople-
therethere in Kotzebue proclaimedproclaimed-
that

proclaimed-
thatthat outrageous reason why theythey-
were

they-
werewere against Eskimo dancing .

Instead they should be proudproud-
that

proud-
thatthat the young do not want toto-

forget
to-

forgetforget their forefathers and forfor-

the
for-

thethe outsiders who want to learnlearn-
something

learn-
somethingsomething about the people .

AboutAboiJt the teachers , theythey-
must

they-
mustmust be a specialsp cial type of peoplepeople-
toto take an Interest in the young .

I'mIm' glad there are people likelike-

them
like-

themthem still around where generagenera-genera-
tion

¬.-
tion gap means nothing to them ,

including the singers and dandan-dan-
cers

dan-
cers

¬-

cers ! Thank you .

AbputAb.outAbout. that petition whichwhich-
was

which-
waswas signed by a few natives inin-

the
in-

thethe community . They , the nana-nana-

tives
¬.-

tives , probably did notn t care oneone-

way
one-

wayway or the other !

I protest the petition and thethe-
discrimination

the-
discriminationdiscrimination induced on thethe-
native

the-
nativenative children of Kotzebue andand-

those
and-

thosethose non-nativesnonnatives- whowtlo are notnot-

too
not-

tootoo proud to learn the ways ofof-

the
of-

thethe Eskimo !

Surely ,. there are far greatergreater-

problems
greater-

problemsproblems in Kotzebue that needneed-
attending

need-
attendingattending toto than this problem ,

suchsuctt pollution and what havehave-
you

have-
youyou . Bring it to trial , and thisthis-
wi1t

this-

willwilwi1twill) .bebe.be another monkey trialtrial-
with

trial-
withwithwith all duoTespectdue'respectduerespectdue ' respect to the accuaccu-accu-
sation

accu-
sation

¬-

sation .

Too many times in differentdifferent-
areas

different-
areasareas of the world people havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen pushed into extinction riotriot-

physically
riot-

physicallyphysically , but mentally , andand-

morally
and-

morallymorally . The accusationaccuaccusation$ ti n InIn-

Kotzebue
In-

.Kotzebue
in-

Kotzebue-KotzebueKotzebue.Kotzebue-. against teaching EskiEski-Eski-

mo
Eski-

mo
¬-

mo dances is a beginning of a

. .

different form of extinction .-

Surely if God has permitted EsEs-EsEs-

kimo

¬.-

kimoklmo dancing all this time whowho-
are

who-
areare we as mere men to stop it ?

I'mIm' an Eskimo . I like whitewhite-

men's
white-

men'smen'smens' ways of thinking , theirtheir-

ideas
their-

ideasideas , their goals . I enjoy whatwhat-

white
what-

whitewhite people do , but sometimessometimes-
II don'tdont' really like some of thethe-

things
the-

thingsthings they bringb ing withwith them .

ton'ttontOon'tOont) on'tont' get me wrong . I likeItke theirtheir-
idea

their-
ideaidea of religion , but I haven'thaventhaven't-
branded

haven't-
branded

'

branded it untrusionuntrusion-justuntrusionjustuntrusion--just-'--just yet !

I don'tdont' aim to . But when outsioutSI-outSI-

ders
outsi-

ders
¬-

ders , regardless of the fact howhow-
long

how-
longlong they'vetheyve' been here , will telltell-

me
tell-

mememe'lowhow/'low'lowlow/' to live on my rightfulrightful-
land

rightful-
landland , then you have somethingsomething-
else

something-
elseelse coming and that idea is aa-

gODd

a-

goodgoodgODd argument on any subjectsubject-

that
subject-

thatthat you outsiders can think of .

I of course would argue inIn-

the
in-

thethe Eskimo language ! By thethe-

way
the-

wayway ,. "EskimoEskimo" Dance : WitchWitch-Witch-
craft

¬.-

craft ! " came from the whitewhite-
mens

white-
mensmens ' mouth , not the Eskimos ' !

John ActiveActi-
vePlenty

Acti-
vePlentyPlenty Room forfor-
OtherPracticesOtherOtherPracticesPracticesOtherPracticesWashingtonPracticesWashington

Washington ,. D . C .

June 2 , 19711971-

To

1971-

ToTo thet'letle.' EditorEditor-
Tundra

Editor-
TundraTundra Times :

Reference the "witchcraftwitchcraft" "
dispute in Kotzebue : ThoughThough-
far

Though-
farfar removed from that town inIn-

distance
in-

distancedistance and other ways , I'dId' likelike-

to
like-

toto suggestuggest$ that there'stheres' plenty ofof-

fOom
of-

roomroomfOom for accomodation betweenbetween-
strictly

between-
strictlystrictly Christian practices andand-

those
and-

thosethose of other-olderotherolderother-oldoldother-older-culturesotheroldercultures--- r-culturesrcultures--cultures .
If this were not true , we so-soso-

called
$0-$00$0-

called
so-

called
$ -

called Christians would not bebe-

reading
be-

readingreading the Old Testament , andand-

would
and-

wouldwould celebrate such events asas-

Christmas
as-

ChristmasChristmas and Easter in far difdif-difdif-

ferent
dif-

ferent
¬-

ferentferentwaysways than we do now .

Having danced with the EskiEski-Eski-

mos
Eski-

mos
¬-

mos at KotzebreKotzebt'eKotzebteKotzebue' ,. I say : If thisthis-
be

this-
bebe witchcraft , make the most ofo-
fit

of-

ititit!! ,

Sincerely ,

Tom Myer


