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. NOTE : WithWitjWitjthisthisthisartidarticfeartidarticle ,. thethe-

fOlirth
the-

fourthfourthfOlirth 'inin' in a seriesserse'iesseies'es, the Tundra ?'

Times concludes its examinationexamination-
of_ of Alaskan native languages toto-toto-

ay
to-

day
-¬-

dayayayonon its brighest notenotethenotthenote-thenotethenotnotetheI-
skimo

--thethe- the-
EskimoEskimoIskimo people . 1YY-

In

"
<

'

,

In1In' severalveral schoolsschools
\

in thethe-
YukonKuskokwimYujcon-KuskbkwimYujconKuskbkwimYukon-KuskokwimYukonKuskokwim)(ukon-KuskokwlmukonKuskokwlm- , native teatea-tea-
'chers'conduct

¬.-
'chch'chersrs'conductrsconduct'chers'conductchersconduct, 'conductconduct' firstfu-stfust- '' '

'andand'apdapd second '

gradegr de classes in'in' feskimoskimo . BilinBilin-Bilin-

gual
Bilin-

al

¬-

gualal education , has come totto-

AlaskapainfullyAlaska-painfullyAlaskapainfullyAlaska-painfuUY1lateAlaskapainfuUY1late- ') late and cen-cen.cen-.cencen-
tere'd

.cen-

ter
cen-

tered
. -

tere'dteredter
'
d inirt the ' Bethel areareaareaof.ofof-of.- of.of-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska
'

where the frativenativeatatveve languagelanguage-
isis its strongest ., t|' ' '

The programprogr3l1l ,
in .BethelBethel., ,

Akiachak , . Nunapitchuk andand-
Napakiak

and-
NapakiakNapakiak . begins first gradersgraders-

W
graders-

withwithW th ,. courses ini readingre ding , writingVnting)) ,

math , social studies and sciencescience-
in

science-
inin the native languagelangua e . Then , forfOr-

one
for-

one
,

one
.iff4r( more110re'! hours per dayd y ana9airair-

EnglishEnglishErtglisha9Ertglishteacher teaches ' English :.

Educationally , the childrenchildren-
are

children-
areare not held back while theythey-

learn
they-

learnleamlearn a'a' sectsecosecbpd>pdd language . By thethe-

time
the-

timetime , after three or four years ,

their program is mainly inin-

Englishthly
in-

EnglishtheyEnglish-theyEnglishtheyEnglish-thlythly- : should have masmas-mas-
tered

mas-
tered

¬-

tered the second language , asas-

well
as-

wellwell as have a firm base in otherothers-

ubjects
'

subjectsbjects in their native language .

By highhighschoolschool ,. these studentsstudents-
should

students-
shouldshould have a pride in their lanlan-lan-

guage
lan-

guage
¬-

guage and culture that the traditradi-tradi-
tional

tradi-
tional

¬-

tional U . S . school system couldcould-

not
could-

notnot give them .

At the centerccenternter of the Eskimo

language'Language' WorkshopWorksho , the UniverUniver-Univer-

sity
¬.-

'sitsit' sity)'.. of AlaskaAlaskAlaski project whichwhich-
prepares

which-
preparespreparesprepares materialsmaterial*, and trains teatea-teatea-

chers
tea-

chers
¬-

chers for,
,for the! bilingualbilingdal programs ,

is Irene Reed ,. one of the
.,
originaloriginal-

six
original-

sixsix students who studied EskimoEskimo-
inin Dr . Michael Krauss'sKrausss' first classclass-
in

class-
inin the language in 19S119tH1961( .

,
In theth workshopworksh p , talentedtalented-

and
talented-

andII-

In
'-

and
a-

nd' and trainedtrtrainedined EskimosEskim6sEskimos translatetranslate-
stories

translate-
storiesstories , texftexrtext ' b1500Ksbooksooksfandffandand otherother-
school

other-
school

,-
schoolschoolin-ininmaterialst riaIs . .tAlsotAlso'AlsoAlso|.'Also , theythey-
write

they-
writewrite

.
originaKstoriesoriginal.storiesioriginalstoriesioriginal.. , stones ;, and books ,

in Eskimo , to provide ' a wide andand-
varied

and-
variedvaried school literature for theirtheir-
st

thei-
rstudentsasttidents-a1sttidentsa1students-astudentsast dents-adentsa- '° literature:? that hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen adapted to the culture ofof-

the
of-

thethe students .
.'

For the school year whichwhich-
begins

which-
beginsbegins in September , the BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

of
.

of Indian Affairs and the DiviDivi-Divi-

sion
Divi-

sion
¬-

sion of State Operated SchoolsSchools-

plan
schools-

planplan to expand the bilingual propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram
¬-

gram to nine new schoolssc ools . AsAs-

the
As-

thethe school yearyjar: ends , thethe resultsresults-

of
results-

ofof the bilingual programprogram areare-

pouring
are-

pouringpouring in-childreninchildrenin--children--- who learnlearn-

aster
learn-

fasterfaster{aster , better with more parentalparental-
concern

parental-
concernconcern and support than in thethe-
all

the-
allall English curriculum .

Expansion of the program isis-

mainly
is-

mainlymainly limited by the facilitiesfacilities-
available

facilities-
availableavailable to train more teachingteaching-
aides

teaching-
aidesaides '. and teachers . The UniverUniver-Univer-
sity

¬.-

sity of Alaska Eskimo LanguageLanguage-
Workshop

Language-
WorkshopWorkshop is also responsible forfor-

developing
for-

developingdeveloping and producing thethe-

teaching
the-

teachingteaching materials for the propro-pro-
gram

¬.-

gram , though teachers in thethe-

schools
the-

schoolsschools often develop their ownown-
as

own-
asas well .

The1he YukonYYukonKuskokwimkknn , KuskokwimK.uskokwim. arealreaarea-
has

! \

liashas the largest number of EskiEski-EskiiEski-

mo
Eski-

mo
¬-

imo speaking people in AlaskaAlaska-AlaskaAlaskajAlaska-
IS

Alaska-
15

- j
15IS oror' 20,00020000, . The dialect of the :

.

areaarearea is Central Yuk ,. one of threethree-
YukYuk Eskimo languages in Alaska .

TheTh other two areare-

StSt51.. Lawrence Island andU1d PacificPacific-
Gulf

Pacific-
GulfGulf Yuk . This latter is dying ,

+

reports linguistics ProfesorPlOfeSorPlOfeSor-
Krauss

Profesor-
KraussKrauss .

.
OnlyOnly'aOnlya'aa'a few childrenchildr n ofof-

the
ll-

thethe PritieePripCePri.hPrih. e Edward IslandKodiak1slandKodiak1slandKodiak-
Island

IslandKodiak-
Island

,,
Island and Cook<;ook Inlet speakspeak-
their

speak-
theirtheir YukYux language . ' On St .

Lawrence Island , Yuk is stillstill-

strong
still-

strongstrong , howeverhowev r .

TheTheapproximately.approximatelyapproximately\approximately.\;
800SOOSOOrei800resiresirei-reiresi-rei-

dents
resi-

dents
$ ¬-

dents of Savoonga and GafnbellCambellCambell-
onon St . Lawrence Island speakspeaJ\speaJspeaJ-
Siberiart

speak-
Siberiad \SiberianSiberiartSiberiad

*

Eskimo-theEskimothe- same lanlan-lanlan-

guage
lan-

guage
¬-

guage spoken by the approximaapproxima-approxima-
tely

approxima-
tely

¬-

tely 1,0001000, EskimosEtkimos who live onon-

the
on-

thethe other side of the 40 milemile-

Bering
mile-

BeringBering Strait-inStraitinStraU-inStraU-:- Siberia .

ColdColdwarwar politics has divideddivided-
these

divided-
thesethese twd groupsgroupsgroupswhowho until 19481948-
often

1948-
oftenoften visited freely betweenbetween-
their

between-
theirtheir villages and attended feastsfeasts-
and

feasts-
andand celebrations in eacheacneacnother'seachother'sother'sothersother's-
lands

other's-
lands

'

lands .
While the language on St .

Lawrence is strong , it could propro-pro-

bably
pro-

bably
¬-

bably be invigorated by contactcontact-
with

contact-
withwith the mainland people . ThisThis-

summer
This-

summersummer , Michael Krauss is stustu-stustu-

dying
¬.-

dying the St . Lawrence EskimoEskimo-
language

Eskimo-
languagelanguage under a grant from thethe-

National
the-

NationalNational Science Foundation . HeHe-

hopes
He-

hopeshopes to establish a writing syssys-sys-

tem
¬.-

tem for the language to enableenable-
Continued

enable-
C

enable-
Continued( ContinuedC ntinued on page 6)6)

,
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other agencies to begin produprodu-produ-
dng

produ-

cing
¬-

cingdngcing schoolbooks and trainingtraining-
teachers

trainintrainin-
teachers

g
teachers to teach Eskimo on thethe-

island
the-

islandisland . '

As of today , Alaska bilingualbilingual-
education

bilingual-
educationeducation is far behind the exex-exex-

cellent
ex-

cellent
¬-

cellent Soviet textbooks , the EsEs-EsEs-

kimo
Es-

kimo
¬-

kimo speaking nation ofof-
Greenland

oo-

Greenland
f

Greenland and even the CanaCana-Cana-
dians

¬.-

dians who have published extenexten-exten-
sive

exten-
sive

¬-

sive literature in Inupiat Eskimo .

In Inupiaq country in Alaska ,

the language'slanguages' future is perilous .

Already , in some communitiescommunities-
the

communities-
thethe children do not speak EskiEski-Eski-

mo
¬.-

mo . In Barrow , the lanugage!anugage isis-

strong
is-

strongstrong . In Nome , it is dying andand-

signs
and-

signssigns of decay arear already appaappa-appa-
rent

appa-
rent

¬-

rent in Point Hope andand-

Kotzebue
and-

KotzebueKotzebue .

Of the 10,00010000, Inupiat EskiEski-Eski-

mo
Eski-

mo
¬-

mo about 7,0007000, still speak theirtheir-
language

their-
languagelanguage .

However , English is quicklyquickly-
making

quickly-
makingmaking inroads .

"AnyAny"" parent who knows hishis-

native
his-

nativenative language
'

and does notnptnpt-
speak

not-
speakspeak it to his children is concon-con-
tributing

con-
tributing

¬-

tributing to the death of thatthat-
language

that-
languagelanguage ," charges Dr . Krauss .

Also contributing to thatthat-
death

that-
deathdeathdeathareare neglect in the schoolsschools-
and

schools-
andand the mass media which areare-

already
are-

alreadyalready reaching out into InupiatInupia-
tcountryto

Inupia-
tcountrytocountry-tocountryto- Barrow , Nome ,
Kotzebue , Point Hope and theirtheir-
surrounding

their-
surroundingsurrounding villages .

In the schools , the firstfirs tentatenta-tenta-
tive

tenta-
tive

¬-

tive efforts are being made toto-

teach
to-

teachteach Inupiat in the schools oror-

institute
or-

instituteinstitute a bilingual program.TheprogramTheprogram.The-
basic

program.The-
basic

.
basic linguistic work has alreadyalready-
been

already-
beenbeen done by a number of talentalen-talen-
ted

talen-
ted

¬-

ted linguists in the Summer InsIns-Ins-

titute
Ins-

titute
-¬-

titute of LinguisticsUnguistic$,. a churchchurch-
sponsored

church-
sponsoredsponsored project which doesdoes-
bible

does-
biblebible . and gospel translation asas-

weU
as-

wellwellweU as linguistic work . News ifif-
the

if-

thethe bilingual program in Bethel.,.
however , is reaching Barrow ,

Kotzebue and Point Hope andand-

arousing
and-

arousingarousing interest in a similar propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram in these schools .
However a proposed T . V .

station in Barrow plans program ¬.

ming ini English alone and whilewhile-
parents

while-
parentsparents seem to wantwnt EskimoEskimo-
taught

Eskimo-
taughttaught in the schools they oftenottenotten-

do
often-

dodo not speak it in their homes .

Another weakening blow 10toto-

Inupiaq
to-

InupiaqInupiaq is the U . S/CanadaSCanada./ borbor-bor-
der

¬.-
der which artificially divides thethe-
lnupiaq

the-
InupiaqInupiaqlnupiaq communities of thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth .

While many systems havehave-
desigr.ed

have-
designeddesigneddesigr.eddesigred. to write EskimoamongEskimoamong-
the

,,
the centralcentrat Eskimo ' group inin-

Canada
in-

CanadaCanada most of the people readread-
and

.
and write in a special syllabic

writingbyEof Eskimo developed by
E . J . Peck in the late 19th centucentu-centu-
ry

centu-
ry

¬-

ry .

writinghasDespite the fact this writing
has not been widely taught inin-

the
in-

thethe schools , it has achieved widewide-
popularity

wide-
popularitypopularity and by the middle ofof-
thethe century most Eskimo peoplepeople-
inin that area could read itit.. ItsIts-

distinctive
Its-

distinctivedistinctive form is one reason forfor-

its
for-

itsits popularity , according to mama-ma-

ny
¬.-

ny Eskimos , and it has been usedused-

for
used-

forfor a wide variety of CanadianCanadia-
npublicationsincluding

Canadia-
npublicationsincludingpublications-includingpublicationsincluding- ¬,-newspanewspa-newspa-
perspers , magazines and books .

In Barrow , the population isis-

becoming
is-

becomingbecoming aroused about a highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschoolrequirestheirsystem whcihwhcihrequiresrequires
their childrenchildren to board awayaway-
from

away-
fromfrom home and study an EnglishEnglish-
curriculum

English-
curriculumcurriculum in city high schools .

Despite a .' population of over
2,0002000, , there is$ no high school inin-

Barrow
in-

BarrowBarrow and beyond 9th gradegrade-
their

grade-
theirtheir young people leave home .

A question arises constantlyconstantly-
amor.g

constantly-
amongamongamor.gamorg. people who question bibi-bibi-

lingual
¬.-

lingual education . Isn'tIsnt' this aa-

'melting'meltingmelting' pot.society'inpot.societyinpotsocietyinpotsociety'in. ' America ?
Isn'tIsnt' it more valuable to integraintegra-integra-
te

¬,-
te children into the standardstandard-
UU . S . culture and language ?

Yet , people who have spentspent-
years

spent-
yearsyears studying and speaking withwith-
the

with-
thethe native people see the resultsresults-
of

results-
ofof Wrenching a people from theirtheir-
cultureusually

their-
cultureusuallycultureculture-usuallycultureusually-usually onto welfarewelfare-
and

welfare-
andand alcohol in the slums ofof-

Anchorage
of-

AnchorageAnchorage and Fairbanks .

"It'sIts" ' a form of spiritual exterexter-exter-
mination

¬.-
'"' Michael Krauss .minationInination ,," says

"AnAn" education system designeddesigned-
toto weaken the Eskimo'sEskimos' ties toto-

the
to-

thethe land and destroy his adjustadjust-adjust-
ment

¬.-
ment to his environment so hehe-

can
he-

cancan be movedmovedawayaway-away- and/orandor/ hishis-

environment
his-

environmentenvironment changed withoutwithout-
his

without-
hishis consent ."

As Alaska'sAlaskas' economic devedeve-deve-

lopment
¬.-

lopment proceeds will the peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple who gain wealth in the northnorth-

continue
north-

continuecontinue to be white AlaskansAlaskans-
from

Alaskans-
fromfrom the outside or theththe. EskimoEskimo-
people

Eskimo-
peoplepeople who have survivedsurviv d on thethe-
land

the-
landland for untol generations ? IfIf-

the
If-

thethe Eskimos gain controlcbntrotcontrolof
.
of theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown future , willw 1l there still bebe-

enoughyoung
be-

enough.youngenoughenoughyoungenough.young,.young people with a love10ve10ve-

of
love-

ofof the frozen , barren north toto-

continue
to-

continuecontinue-continue- their culture .

Eskimo isi ; the key to that culcul-culcul-

ture
cul-

ture
¬-

ture and a living language is oneone-
clue

one-
clueclue to a living people-likepeoplelike- thethe-
Greenlanders

the-
GreenlandersGreenlanders in the east and allall-

the
all-

thethe other nationalities who havehave-

preserved
have-

preservedpreserved their differences withwith-

pride
with-

pridepride .

(Last of a series)


