: ‘vCemjwale of Merit—

Alaska Skl]l'Center Recelves Award

THE ALASKA SKILL CEN- :

TER, SEWARD, ALASKA' has
been selected to receive the Cer-

tificate of Ment Award for: out-:

‘standing = achievement in ' the
field ‘of vocational education, it
. was ‘announced by William E
‘McLaughlin, Regional Commis-
sioner, Office of Education, De-
partment: of Health, Education,
and Welfare, Region X, Seattle.
The Center ' provides:  in-
residence vocational education
for 200 Alaskans and represents
an educational ‘ideal which is
unique and the only one of its
kind in the State of Alaska.

¢The Center is open year
round and operates on an entire-
ly ‘individualized basis. Students
enter. at any time, concentrate
on those areas most relevant to
their ' needs, progress at their
own rate, and leave whenever

they have acquired the skills and -
knowledge demanded by their

chosen career.
The whole idea is to .help

. trainees help themselves in_their

own ‘way, at their. own level of

< ability. ' The four broad cluster
‘training areas open: to students

are, culinary service, clerical and
office, mechanics, and building

maintenance.

The Office of Education cites
an’ outstanding vocational and
technical program in each of
DHEW’s 10 regions monthly.
The Alaska Skill Center was se-
lected for: Region X for - the
month of May. .

The purpose ‘of the program
is two-fold: (1) to improve the
quality of educational programs
in these fields' through friendly
competition ito_obtain regional
and: national recognition, and
(2) 'to obtain: favorable national
and: local ' publicity for these
programs. :



