
N.
CircumpolarCircumpolar countries create Arctic Council in Canada

by Ellen I.octIoct.<LockyeryerLockyer-

Special

yerSp-

ecialSpecial to the TundraThndm TIDIE-

SDelegates

TIMESTIDIES

Delegates frfromm ' eight circumpolarcircumpolar.-

countries..- countries
c-

ountriescountries have signed a declaration thatthat-

participating

that-

participatingparticipating governments hope will her-

ald
her-

ald
her-

alfj
her-her-

alfjald aaanewnew era in internationalintemaclonalintemaclonalcooperationinternationalcooperationcooperationcooperation-

among
cooperation-

amongamong Arctic nationsnatipns .
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''TheThe!The'
,. signing that crcreateda d the ArcticArctic-

Counc
Arctic-

Council
[

CouncilCouncilCouncCounciltookjooklJooktook place at 11aa'conferenceaconference' cconferencenferen.cenference. inin-

Ott
in-

OttawaOttOttawaOttawa/CanadaOttawaCanadawa ,/, CCanada.n.adanada , on September 19 , at aa-

cere
a-

ceremonycereceremonyony chairedhaired by Canadian ForeignForeign-

Minister

Foreign-
MinisterMinisterMinister LloydLtoyd Axworthy .

', TlThTQtAtctiArcticArctic 'iandand1d its future are too big forfor-

one

for-

oneone countcountrycountryy , one government or for oneone-

conferenceconferenceonferenceonferenceeveryconferenceeveryevery two years , saidsaid-

Axworthy

said-

AxworthyAxworthy ,.
,

Participating governments are UnitedUnited-

States

United-

StatesStates , Canada , Finland , Iceland , Norway ,
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Russia , Sweden and Denmark .

The new council is mandated to pro-

tect
pro-

tect
propro-¬-

tect the fragile arctic environment , whilewhile-

allowing
while-

allowingallowing sustainable development in thethe-

region

the-

regionregion ., The council was formed in rere-

sponse
re-

sponse
re-re¬-

sponse to international concernconcernconcer overover-

problems
over-

problemsproblems of pollutionpoUution and environmen-

tal
environmenenvironmen-¬-

tal degradation in the Arctic .

AnothAnotherAnothrr keykeyelementey element of the agreementagreement-

isis to provide for direct involvement ofof-

indigenous
of-

indigenousindigenous peoples of the Arctic in shap-

ing

shap-

ing

shapshap-¬-
ing the future of the region .

Indigenous peoples maymaynotnot have asas-

much
as-

muchmuch input into the councilcouncilasas they hadhad-

hoped
had-

hopedhoped , said Rosemary Ku'ptanaKuptana'
, PresidentPresident-

ofof the Inuit CircumpolarCircumpolat Conference ((ICCICC)

and a cochalrcochair of the Arctic Council Panel..

The Arctic Council Panel wwass set up in

1990 to layJay the groundwork for the fo-

rr

fo-

rt
forfor-¬-

tr

mation of the council..

The ICC , alongalongwithwith other organiza-

tions
organiza-

tions
organizaorganiza-¬-

tions of indigenous peoples , have beenbeen-

active

been-

activeactive in bringing the Arctic Council intointo-

existence

into-

existenceexistence .

The ICC was not among the signers ofof-

the

of-

thethe inaugural declarationdec1aration-thttdec1arationthttdeclaration--tfAtdeclarationtfAt---tHSt was a pro-

cess

propro-pro-
cess

-¬-

cess leftlefttoleft-toleftto-.-toto.to the governments involved .

Kuptana saidsaidsheshe approached thethe-

meeting

the-

meetingmeeting with mixed feelings .

""TheThe process leading up to this day hashas-

demonstrated

has-

demonstrateddemonstrated to us once more the needneed-

for

need-

forfor governments to reeducate themselvesthemselves-

about
themselves-

aboutabout arctic peoples and our perspectivesperspectives-

andand to come to terms with the fact thatthat-

the thatrr
the power relationships between the gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
govgov-¬-

ernment and indigindigenousnous peoples areare-

See

are-

SeeSee ICC, page 2


