
MSBNSB expexpandsnds choqlschoolschool district computer wide-areawidearea- network
by David TottenTotten-

Tundra71Tundra< ndraTimesTimes staffstaf-

fThe

staf-

fTheThe North Slope Borough School Dis-

trict

Dis-

trict
DisDis-¬-

trict has launched a computer network-

allowing
network-

allowing
network

allowing schools to communicate withwith-

government

with-

governmentgovernment and medical services as wellwell-

as

well-

asas the Internet..

""ProjectProject AuroraNet " connects the exex-

isting

ex-

isting

ex-ex¬-

isting school district network to the com-

puters
com-

puters
comcom-¬-

puters of the North Slope Borough ,

Ilisagvik College , and the Arctic SlopeSlope-

Native

Slope-

NativeNative Association .

The expansion is funded by a $$350,000350000$350,00-

0grant

$350,00-

0grant

,

grant from U.SUS. . Department ofof-

Commerce's

of-

Commerce'sCommerce'sCommerces' National TelecommunicationTelecommunication-

andand Information Administration . TheThe-

borough
The-

boroughborough applied for the grant from lastlast-

year

last-

yearyear to complete the project..

""WeWe were told by the NTIA that oneone-

of
one-

ofof the things that made the proposal inin-

teresting

in-

teresting
in-in¬-

terestingterestingwaswas that the North Slope waswas-

creating

was-

creatingcreating an infrastructure that the: boroughborough-

will

borough-

willwillwilluseuse ,
" said David Porte who adminis-

ters
adminis-

ters
adminisadminis-¬-

ters the network for the Division of NetNet-¬-

work Support Services , a part of the NSB .

The NTIA grant pays for expanding thethe-

communication

the-

communicationcommunication infrastructure to commu-

nity
commu-

nity
commucommu-¬-

nity hehealthlth clinics and the hospital inin-

Barrow
in-

BarrowBarrow . The rest of the project is paid forfor-

by
for-

byby the school district and the boroughborough-

government

borough-

governmentgovernment..

""InIn allallourour villagesvil1ages , we have e-mailemail- andand-

Internet

and-

ntemet[Internetntemet ,
" said Morgan Toal..

""WeWe can mailmail-

messages

mail-

messagesmessages to the Internet and World WideWide-

Web

Wide-

WebWeb . We have a file server where kidskids-

can

kids-

cancan share files andandapplicationsapplications .
"

Morgan Toal is the Wide Area NetworkNetwork-

Manager
Network-

ManagerManager for the school district .. He is inin-

charge

in-

chargecharge of the computers in the networknetwork-

and
network-

andand said his jobjobendsends with the socket inin-

the
in-

thethe wall .

The school district has over 800 com-

puter
com-

putersenough
comcom-¬-

putersputerputers-enoughputersenough-enoughnough for a couple of comput-

ers
computcomput-¬-

ers in every classroom , according to Toal..

The schools ' computers are now con-

nected
con-

nected
concon-¬-

nected to other institutions , allowing thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren to communicate withwithmoremoremore-

people
more-

peoplepeople . He also said children have acac-ac¬-

cess to advanced software , such asas-

Microsoft

as-

MicrosoftMicrosoft Office and Netscape .

The children can even use com-

pressed
com-

pressed
comcom-¬-

pressed video to hold video conferencesconferences-

with
conferences-

withwithwitheaGhwitheacheacheaGheaGhothereachotherother . The networknetworkwillwillwillalsoalsoalso-

make

also-

makemake the borough'sboroughs' offices more eff-

icient

effi-

cient
effieffi-¬-

cient..

""AA lot of work gets done on e-mailemail- ,

so we'rewere' one step closer to the paperlesspaperless-

office

paperless-

officeoffice ,,"" Toal said .

In the next phase of thee project , thethe-

network
the-

networknetwork will expand to the villages inin-

the

in-

thethe borough .

Porte expects allallofof the villages to bebe-

on

be-

onon line by the beginning of February .,

The entire project should be completed byby-

October
by-

OctoberOctober 1997 .
.

This week , the school district holds aa-

four

a-

fourfour day training session . One person fromfrom-

each
from-

eacheach of the 10 schools in the district willwill-

learn

will-

learnlearn how to navigate the networknetworkSnd*"andand-

integrate
nlli-

ntegrateintegrate it into their lesson plans .
Y.Y-

TheThe network to the villages willwilluseuse thethe-

same

the-

samesame wires as the local telephone service .

Porte does not expect any problems withwith-

installing
with-

installinginstalling a new network to remote villagesvillages-

inin the middle ofofwinterwinter .

"""WeWe helped the school district build theirtheir-

mtY'p

thei-
rnetwpkmtY'pmtYpnetwprknetwpk; ' ;k six years ago ,

" Porte said .
""SoSo"So-

working

"So-

workingworking in the winter is no problem .
"


