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. by Mike HInmanHInman-

'IUndra

Hinman-

Tundra'Tundra'IUndraIUndra Times StaffStaff-

A
, '

nA'mAmtonenA ' Ulj;uSv'uin-tjuaiitjruSv'uinuSvuintjuaiitjr;scum-qullityscumqullity..tJail-yuaai.tJailyuaai.tJailtJailyuaai' - :tityr' uwiistonetone. SpspclspC3rpGintSparpCilr:pointarpCilrpoint-
heads

tt-

headsheads home to Wainwright soon .

TheTlJeTheeTheespearpoint
, spearpoint was founfound embeddedembedded-

Inin the thick blubber of a bowheadbowheadwhalewhalewhale-

landed
whale-

landedlanded by Ben Ahmaogak Sr .

The spearpoint is 10 cm long , six cmcm-

at

cm-

atat its widestwldest-spotwldestspotwidestpot-,$pot andandweighsweighs 62 grams,

about 2.222. ounces . The spearpoint hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen studied by archeologists at the Arc-

tic

Arc-

tic
ArcArc-¬-

tic Studies Center at the SmithsoniSmithsonianSmithsonian7n-

stitution
Smithsonian7n-Smithsonian7nn ""InIn1n-

stitution
1n-1n¬-

stitution in Washington , D.CDC. .

""It'sIts' an absolutely amazing piece ofof-

stonework
of-

stoneworkstonework ,
"' said Tom Albert , deputydeputy-

director
deputy-

directordirector of Wildlife Management for thethe-

North

the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough .

The spearpoint is helping age the bow-

head
bow-

head
bow-

head
bow-bow-

head irtin the eyes of the scientific commu-

nity

commu-

nity

commucommu-¬-

nity ..

Spearpoints occasionally turn up , butbut-

not

but-

notnot of this quality .

""ThisThis is by far-and-awayfarandawayfal-and-awayfal' - - the bestbest-

spearpoint

best-

spearpoint(spearpoint)) we'veweve' ever seen ,
" said Albert .

No one knows how long bowheadsbowheads-

live

bowheads-

livelive due to lacklackofof growth indicators inin-

the

in-

thethe bones andandaa lack of teeth , whichwhichareareare-

used
are-

usedused as an age indicator in most mam-

mals

mam-

mals

mammam-¬-
mals .

BowheBowheadBowheadwhalesddwhaleswhales have baleen platesplates-

which
plates-

whichwhich continue to grow but abradeabrade-
against

abrade-
againstagainst eachach other . The record on baleenbaleen-

fades

baleen-

fadesfades after about 17 years due to the wear ,

according toto Ron Morris , a biologist withwith-

the

with-

thethe National Marine Fisheries Service .

The artifact was one ofof three found inin-

the

in-

thethe bowhead . The whale also contained. . '"' ''
aaa'shatteredashatteredshattered whalebonehalebonewhalebone haharpoon-headharpoonheadpoon-headpoon- andand-

'a''aaa ground-slategroundslate- spearpoint , according toto-

Steve

to-

SteveSteve LoringLotlng , the archaeologist who hashas-

studied" . tu'diedtudiedstudiedstudied
'

the artifactartifactatat the Smithsonian .

. The whale was struckstruckandand landed in

1993 spring hunt andand'measuredand'measured.54andmeasured.54andmeasured54''-measured
m-

easured'-

measured.54
m-

easured.54
m-

easured54.
..5454 feet ,

8 inches . Bowheads can grow to 60 feet

and weigh 75 tons .

The whale had two woundswoundsaboutabout aa-

foot
a-

footfoot across on the right side of the backback-

aboveaboverfuOvcb 'e-e-ewhewhewiicfcwueic iuctheUlu <diiiiauaaituausl ifal.1)1) werewtn: : [fuunufuunuuun .

Loring suspects that the whale waswas-

originally
was-

originallyoriginally sttstruckstruckck in a springspringhunt.,.hunthunt.. HeHe-

thinks
He-

thinksthinks the whale may have dove beneathbeneath-

the
beneath-

thethe ice andandeithereither the line got caught inin-

the
if!

the ice or the whale broke off the lancelance-

and
lance-

andand dislodged the floats .

He also thinks the odds ofofescapeescape areare-

much
are-

muchmuch thinner in the fallfallwhenwhen there is lessless-

ice

less-

iceice and pursuit is easier .

AccordingAccording to Loring and Igor Krupnik ,

also with the Arctic Studies Center butbut-

specializing
but-

specializingspecializing in Chukchi and Russian arar-

chaeology
ar-

chaeology
ar-ar¬-

chaeology , the use ofofstonestone spearpoints-

by
spearpoints

by the Inupiat ended around the turn ofof-

the
of-

thethe century .

The chipped-stonechippedstone- spearpoint is mademade-

of
made-

ofofofaa type ofofrockrockrockcalledcalledcalledchirtchirt . Chirt is disdis-

tinctive
dis-

tinctive
dis-dis¬-

tinctive from area to area , while thethe-

ground
the-

groundground slate , which is easier to sharpensharpen-

and
sharpen-

andand holds a better edge , can'tcant' be nar-

rowed
nar-

rowed
narnar-¬-

rowed to a specific region .

""I'mIm'' not positive , but 'I'mIm' confident thatthat-

this
that-

thisthis was a Barrow or WainwrightWainwright-
spearpoint

Wainwright-
spearpointspearpoint ,

". said Loring , adding that he'shes'
95 percent confident that the chirtchirtcomescomes-

from
comes-

from
comes

from the Kobuk River drainage in thethe-

Brooks
the-

BrooksBrooks Range .

With this information , the whale is atat-

least
at-

leastleast 100 years-oldyearsold- , but may have beenbeen-

much
been-

muchmuchmucholderolder . Previously , scientists put thethe-

lifespan

the-

lifespanlife-spanlifespan- of bowheads at 50 to 60 years .

""II"rr doubt a very young whale wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave survived those wounds ,
". said Loring .

Another whale expert agrees .

""II think that'sthats' too short ofofaa life for aa-

healthy

a-

healthyhe'althyhealthyhealthywhale' whale ,
" said Florence Ahmaogak ,

wife of Ben Sr .

She says a whale shows it'sits' age at hehe-

base

he-

basebase of the fluke , if it is mostly light , it isis-

old
is-

oldold .

.


