Fish camp teaches youngsters traditional values

by Lyn Kidder

The children of Sitka had a
chance this summer to live, cat and
waork i the manner that the Na
tives ol Southeast Alaskahave done
for centuries. They were partici
punts at The NATIVIED (North
Amencan Tracdhtional Indhan Val
ues) Fish Camp, locwed inoa shel
tered cove on Daog Pomi

Fhe comipis largely the creation
ol John and Raby Littlehield. John,
o Sitka Tlingt and Roby, a lilelong
Alask i nli.-».'ul'huui homestead near
Furrbanks, beganthe campsix yeurs
aga, al John's family fish camp

several miles north of Sitka.

"I was younger than thesg kids
when 1 lirst started coming omt
here,” Johmremembers. His famuly
spent the summers there, doing the
same things that the campers do
today, The camp is for Native and
non-Native children between the
ages of 6 and 16. They bring their
tents and camp ouol, though the
smallest ones ollen sleep in the
bunkhouse with an adalt or two.

O the Tirst day of one camp
session, the children netted o large
catch of sockeye salmon, Just as
they were hauling in the net, a tour
hoat reinded the point. Fish were

Paul Chulik (seated center) shares a story with campers.

flopping, camerng were clicking
and everyone was cheering. The
children then prepared the salmon
for smoking in the smokehouse,
cuttimg alder logs inlo stove size
pieces and stripping the bark, which
can give a bitter flavor to the fish,
They harvest and dry black sea-
weed in the traditional way, and
gather wild edibles such as
goasetongue, beach peas and huck-
leberries, They leamn to buke bread,
and sometimes a deer or seal will
be taken. Older “multiple year™
campers act as leaders, teaching
and assigning tasks.

“You can really sce the results
mn the kids,” John said. “We' ve had

kids come out here who coudn’t
spend the night here. We had to
take them in. It was so ‘unnatural.’
But then the next year, if they have
the idea that they can't do some-
thing and we convince them that
they gan doit, they stay. And by the
third year, they're the camp lead-
ers.”

The idea for the camp grew out
of a one year program sponsored
by the Sitka Native Education Pro-
gram entitled “Food the Native

- Way," a program that Roby was

involved with. This program
worked with teenagers, but Roby
felt that it might be better to “target
the little kids who are really enthu-
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sinstic about everything.”

The camp is supported in many
ways by local businesses and
peaple. For the first time this year,
the camp received a grant from the
Elihu Foundation.

" Elders are encouraged to share
their experience and -- around the
evening fire -- their songs and sto-
nes.

“We try to have mostly Raven
children in one camp and BEagle
children in the other, and then have
the elders from that clan come out
and tell their stones,” said John,

“We teach respect for elders out
here. We keep passing these tradi-
tions on to our kids,” says John.



