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CIRI provides $50,000 for Native students at UAA

A 350,000 grant from Cook
Inlet Region, Indorporated (CIRI),
will go far to ensure that Alaska
Native/American Indian studénts
have a successful academic expe-
rience al University of Alaska
Anchorage.

“We are pleased to make (his
contribution to UAA." said Roy
M. Huhndorf, CIRI President.
"This grant is consiglent with
CIRI's continuing efforts to en-
hance educational opportunities
for its Alaska Native shareholders
und their family members.”

CIR1, through The CIRI Foun-
dation, has contributed approxi-
mately $1.7 million over the past
10 years to help fund
postsecondary scholarships and
training grants to its members.

The academic support provided
by the CIRI grant to UAA's new
Native Student Services Depart-
ment will complement leaming
resources already oncampus, Com-
bined with UAA Chancellor
Donald Behrend's recent realloca-
tion of funds to provide for more
academic counselors in the Native

Student Services Department, the
CIRI grant will directly help Na-
tive students improve their math-
ematics, English and writing skills.

CIRI's grant provides encour-
agement to UAA faculty, staff and
students ad we seek increased sup-
port from a combination of state,
federal and private sources for
Native educational programs and
services,” Behrend said.

Private and state funding arc
required before the long range
goals for Native students can be
realized, Behrend said. Funding

priorities include housing for
Alaska Native students, expan-
sion of the former Della Kents
Summer Enrichment Program into
the Della Keats Honors Program
nnd establishment of a Native Stu-
dent Services Endowment Fund
to have readily available funds
and services for Alaska Native
and Amernican Indian students.

This fund could be utilized for

scholarships, for emergency as-
sistance with housing, food or
transportation, to fund visiting
professorships for prominent

Alaska Native and American In-
dinn Leaders, to enhance Alaska
Native/Amencan Indian Aware-
ness Week on UAA campuy, 10
fund UAA juniors and seniors to
serve as lutors i math, science
and language arts al Native Stu-
dent Services.

Efforts are underway in the
College of Arts and Sciences to
provide additional courses in Na
tiveculture, history and languages.
These efforts are expected Lo pro-
duce a Native studies minor in the
near future,



