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FireFifirefightersfirelighterfirefighterrelighterfighter crew boss training
hI1 takes more than skill and experience to become a crew boss on an

alaska emergency firefightercmwfirelighter crew just ask the 25 crew boss trainees who
completed a 12 day course at the DLMsDINs alaska fire service june 4

it takes hard work and motivation to get through 10 hour days ofoften
rigorous training every day I1 would ask them why they were here and
they would say 1 I want to be a crew boss thats how they mademadestmadcst
through said jim kimbal lead instructor for thedie interagency course

therhe alaska fire service and state of alaskasalanskas division of forestry
maintains a networkanetwork ofemergency firefirelighterfighter crews in 73 villages to guard
against wildfire AFS and liethe state call on these EFFEIT crews whenwlicn fires get
too large for smokesmokejumpcrssmokejumpersjumpers liclitack crews and other initial attack forces
to handle

AFS and lie state work with village leaders to ensure liethe crews arc
ready instructors conduct crew training and physical fitness tests in lie
villages to qualify members Eeachach 16 member crowcrew has a crowcrew boss and
dirce five member squads

on completion of the course the students receive a rodred card desig-
nating them as a crew boss trainee toqualify to lead acrowcrew theyllicymustmust still
serve on a fire as a trainee under a crew boss or a crowcrew representative
Kinkimbalibal who has been lead instructor for six crew boss classes said the
training is usually held every two years and alternates between AAFSB
facilities at FortfbrtwainwrightfortwainwrightWainwright and state facilities inMcGrath or palmer the
bureau of indian affairs provides transportation for natives from the
villages and the forest service funds training for the students it sponsorsspons6rsspnsrs
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