
VillaoeVillage clinics underminedunderminedI I

,

-
NOMEr-RcfusalNOMErRcfusalNOME-.RefusalNOME.RefusalNOME.RefusalRefusalNOME--Refusal-.--. of the federalfederal-

Indian
federal-

IndianIndian Health ServiceSemce and/orandorandlorandlor-
Congress

andor-
Congress

/
Congress to deaJdeal with the probprob-
lems

prob-prob-¬.
lems of maintenancemamtenance and operoper-
ation

oper-
atlonationatlon of the villageYlllage clinicsdmlcs isI-
Sthreatening

is-

threateningthreatening Alaska'sAlaskas' rural healthhealt-
hare

health-
cuecarearecue deliverydehvery withWithaa spiralingspualmgspiraling-
crisis

spualmg-
crisiscrisis .

This was the messagemewge .ut.itit 811-

1Dann

Bill8111Bill-

DannDann ,. executive directordtrectm of thethe-

Norton
the-

NortonNorton Sound Healthtlealth t'orpor-
atlon

torporCorport'orpor-t'orpor' .-

ationatlon , as he met with hishu staffsuffstaff-

last
suff-

lastlast week-
Dann

week-
Dann

weekweek-
DannDann had justlust returned from aa-

third
a-

thirdthird meeting tntoin AnchorageAnchorage-
where

Anchorage-
wherewhere he attempted ((toItoto no avail )

to impress the IMSillSIIIS Area OfficeOm"eOmeOffice-

with
Om"e-

with
"

with thenthelltheir responsibility to findfind-

funds
find-

fundsfunds furfor lOaeaincreasess into u!)>sissnsts <.tlitli-

operation

..tt!.-

toperationoperation orIlf forIlIrhir depredepreciationl tlun , - it,t-

thethe sixearoldvearoldear-oldearold-oldold.old. owned.wncdwncd,. .wncd-

cling
wncdsixuxsixvearsix-six--vearvear.-\ ear -- villagev1IJage .(

.:clinkclinghmc. huilJmphulldmpbuildings I( ThereThefr arevrairvr-

oul
.A.

t\\ouloul<oulottaltalofolotof It <,( dInchniuScunns. " inrn the ""wrt.n-
Sound

Norton"wrt.nwrt.nwrtntiurt'ntiurtntiurt'n-
Sound

, .'
Sound region ). IHiefhee IlfIMSIllS hashas-

leased
hrus.& )

leased thesetheSt bubuddingsbuildingsdmgsdmgsnrornr other-
v

othetotherutheruther-
villagevvillagelage buildingsbulldmgs fromIrumtrim thethecuun"uunuuncuuncuun-
oils

" oun
cilsoilss on a continuousnt1nuous\ .> basisbuts ttitn< >. hehe-

used heI1-

used

I1

used as communityommu lt\ltltdmK.s\ clinicsdmK.sdmKsclinics1dmK.s1. <.\\11ll-

though

1-

thoughthough IHSillSIIIS has increasedm"rusedmrused" tundfundfund-

tnging109tng (to(00 other areas 0of' sem-
the

servhc-
the

servicesem\-semservhc\.-,('
the clinkdmkclinic leasesleasei throughoutlhrougt1Outlhrougt1Out1A-

lasks
\11Al\.\1-

aska
)

askaasks haveha'lehale' received no increaseanc.rease1ancrease1increasesincreases-
and

anc.rease1-

and
. *

and thus are not keepingkeepang upupWIWupwithWIW-

anflation
withWIWwith-

inflationinflationanflation
inflationLastanflationLast

Last springspnng NortonNurton SoundSound-
Health

Sound-
HealthHealth (Corporation''- orporauon

o-

rporauon offered t\a. .

take over the leases from IMSillSIIIS .,

believingbeUevang theytheywerewere better equIp-
ped

equipequip-
pedped logistically totu manage themthem-
IIIS

\

IHSillSIIIS agreed ,. buibut offered to .:cononon-

tracttracttnct forCor such low figures thaithatthat-

it
1

itat1atwas unacceptableunacceptlble to the -.Norr-.urr.urr.ururNor-

ton
: \

ton Sound Board8cnrd of ()DirectorsDirectors-

and
uetton: I

\

and managementmanagerntnt NortonNononNorton-

Sound NononII

Sound then withdrew from thethe-

negouatlons theIfIfIf-

negoUatlonsnegotiationsnegoUatlons
negotiations"Apparentlynegouatlons"Apparently""ApparentlyApparently IHSillSIIIS has nnonqnqininmin-

terest
in-in¬.-

1

! \dinitsterest inanm the future of the cliclJdi-di-¬. I

nicsnits,. " Dann saidwd . 'They1bey'They seemseem-

to
! \
I

to want to drop the problemproblemI , JJ-

on
j-

onon the villagesvilhges Yet the villagevillage-

healthhealth funds from revenue shu-
mg

sharshllshu-shu¬'- < \
ingmg , about $$S4jOOO$4.0004.0004000$4,000,. per village , 0/0y/,y-

are
0-

areare just enough to pay the al-

ternate
alaJal-al¬.- f

,

' \
ternatetemate health aides , who are \ \wwtConttnud((ContiiMMdContinuedtConttnud on pqpp-eepeepps- 12)12)
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VrllageVillage clinicsillage . . .
(Continued from pagepege i,1)11)-

not
)>

not covered by IHSillSIIlS , to man thethe-

clinics
the-

clinicsclinics weekends . ".
This fall Norton Sound HealthHealth-

Corporation
Health-

CorporationCorporation reviewed each clinic-

lease
clinic-

lease
clinic

lease inm an effort to amve atat-

a

at-

aa true cost ofofoperationoperation andand-

maintenance
and-

mamtenancemaintenancemamtenance Figures were upup-

dated
up-

dated
up-up¬-

dated for costs ofofoiloil , electricI-
ty

electricielectricI-¬-

ty ,. jamtonaljanitonal expenses and allow-

ance
allow-

ance
allowallow- ¬-

ance for telephone costs forfor-

daily
for-

dallydailydally medical traffic . The basicbasic-

rental
basic-

rentalrentalrentalofof $S3$3.503.50350...5050 per square foot-

per
foot-

per
foot

per year., which is to covercover-

maintenance
cover-

mamtenancemaintenancemamtenance costs , was left asas-

IS

as-

isis It was confirmed that the-

lid

the-

old
the

(nldoldlid lease amounts did not apap-

proach
ap-

proach
ap-ap¬-

proach todaytoday'stodays'"'; costs ,. the worstworst-

IIlLrea

worst-

IncreaseIIlLreaincrease hembeing)! in ttiretarere insurancemsuranceinsurance-
rate's

msurance-
rdlerdleralesrate'srates' whichwhllh: hadhdd tripledtnpled thlthisthis-

'summer'summer'summerLJ 11 1111 e rr-

A.ordmgsummerAccording'summerAcLordrng
AccordingA\\.ordmgA.ordmgA.ordmgordmgAcLordrng\.\. to Norton Sound ,.

the dverdaveragee annualannualLIlnkclinicdlnlLLIlnk oper-

ation
operoper- ¬'-

ationdtJon comeswmes to $$9l9l$9,1259125$9.1259.125$9.125dS,
. 2525asasdS of-

September
otofot-

SeptemherSeptemberSeptemher I1977977 whereaswherea IHSIIfSIHS-

leases
IIfS-

leasesleases currently run an averageaverage-

of
average-

ofof $$6,0006000, ., Dann presented thisthis-

new
this-

newnew evidence to IHSIIfS at lastlast-

week's
last-

week'sweek'sweeks' meeting ,. with the rere-

sponse
re-

sponse
re-re¬-

sponse that IHSillSillSanticipatedIHSanticipatedanticipatedanticipatednonono-

increase
no-

mcreaseincreasemcrease inI lease amountsamounts-
"Norton

amounts-
"Norton

amounts-
"Norton""NortonNorton Sound Health Cor-

poratIOn
Cor-

poration
CorCor-¬-

poration willwillnotnot be Involved-
In

involved
in negotiating such unrealisticunrealistic-
leases

unrealistic-
leasesleases ,

" Dann said . ""DespiteDespite"Despite-
ourour Ininterestterest , NSHCNSHCcancan do nono-

more
no-

moremore than we have to conVInce-

illS
convince-

IHS
convince

IHSillS area office of the inequitymequityinequity-
and

mequity-
andandandwewe have therefore decideddecided-
toto present the problem to ourour-

congressional
our-

congressionalcongressional delegation ., WeWe-

wiU

We-

willwillwiU send the city councils whatwhat-
eVidence

what-
evidenceevidence we have completed andand-

recommend
and-

recommendrecommend that they deal directdirect-
with

direct-
withwith IHS "

A related problem , equallyequally-
troublesome

equally-
troublesometroublesome , is the fact thatthat-

there
that-

therethere is no depreciation bankbank-
for

bank-
forfor the climeschmcsclinics , built by thethe-

villages
the-

villagesvillages inm the early '70's70s' , and-

now
and-

now
and

now goinggomg through the nonnaJ-
Arctic

normalnonnaJnormal-
ArcticArctic weathering . The con-

gressionaJ
con-

gressional
concon-¬-

gressionalgressionaJ delegation has alreadyalready-
been

already-
beenbeen approached with this pro-

b.s

probprob-¬-

.ss. III JL JL: L r J 111II"

lem . Who willwiU make up the dede-

ficit
de-

ficit
de-de¬-

ficit in cost of clinic opera-
tion

opera-
tion

operaopera-¬-

tion is the problem before eacheach-
city

each-
citycity council . Several have inin-

dicated
in-

dicated
in-in¬-

dicated that they are currentlycurrently-
developing

currently-
developingdeveloping letters of complaintcomplaint-
toto IHSillS over the lease rates .

""WithoutWithout a well maintainedmaintained-
clinic

maintained-
clinicclinic , it becomes extremely dif-

ficult
dif-

ficult
difdif-¬-

ficult for the health aide to dede-

liver
de-de¬.-

liver good services ,
" said Shar-

ry
Shar-

ry
Shar-

ry
Shar-Shar-

ry ErzingerErzmger , the Village HealthHealth-
Services

health-
ServicesServices director.. ""NSHCNSHC andand-

IllS
and-

illSIHSillS have investedmvested a great dealdeal-

in

deal-

minm the trainingtrainmg of these aidesaides-

and
aides-

andand the developingdevelopmg of the pro-

grams
pro-

grams
propro- ¬-

grams to a levellevelofof modernmodern-
health

modern-
healthhealthhealthLarchealthtarecareLarctare delivery TheTIle healthhealth-
status

health-
statusstatus ofot these communities I-

Scompletely
isis-

completelycompletely
.

dependent on thethe-

chmcl
the-

clinics
,'"clinicschmcl)


